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Whoever your heart  
beats for,  

our hearts beat for you.
Knowing the symptoms of coronary artery disease could save your life.
Ever feel tightness in your chest when going up a flight of stairs, or short of breath after  
carrying in the groceries? These can be signs of coronary artery disease. If you think you may 
be at risk, you should talk to a cardiac specialist at Clara Maass Medical Center. As one of  
the first community hospitals to perform emergent and elective angioplasty, our heart team 
can clear blocked or narrowed arteries to safely restore blood flow to your heart. Schedule an 
appointment with one of New Jersey’s top cardiac specialists at rwjbh.org/heart

RWJ-144 CMMC_Cardiac_Angioplasty_Caucasian Father Daughter_Print_7x10.indd   1RWJ-144 CMMC_Cardiac_Angioplasty_Caucasian Father Daughter_Print_7x10.indd   1 3/1/22   2:57 PM3/1/22   2:57 PM
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MARUCCI TRAVEL has arrived!MARUCCI TRAVEL has arrived!
Dan and Cathy Marucci are pleased to announce 

the formation of Marucci Travel  
Officially recognized by The Travel Institute as an Italy Destination Specialist and  
with 23 years of experience traveling to Italy, let us plan your next Italy vacation.  

But not only Italy - we have the resources of a worldwide network of specialists in  
all 7 continents at our fingertips to assist in designing and planning any type  

of vacation you desire and anywhere you want to go. 

Put your trust in us - we will not disappoint you! 

“An independent affiliate of Largay Travel,  
a Branch of Tzell Travel Group and  
Member of Virtuoso”

O N E  W O R L D  O N E  L I F E T I M E . . . E X P L O R E  I T  W I T H  U S

MARUCCI TRAVEL

Visit our website: www.maruccitravel.com • Office phone:  973-922-0057 • Email: info@maruccitravel.com

Let us plan your next Italy vacation. 
And not only Italy  

- anywhere in the world!
* Visit our website at  

MarucciTravel.com  
* Office Phone  

973-220-3439  
* Email  

Cathy@MarucciTravel.com

ADVERTISING
 Contact: Michael Stefanelli

Email: mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com 
Phone: 973-277-7301

Feedback/Ideas/Submissions: Have feedback, ideas or 
submissions?  We are always happy to hear from you! 
Deadlines for submissions are the 25th of each month. 

Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click  
“Submit Content.” You may also email your thoughts, 
ideas and photos to: jcorey@bestversionmedia.com. 

Content Submission Deadlines: 

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, 
advertisements and advertorials are not necessarily 

endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media 
(BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 

businesses or organizations that this publication serves. 
BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or 

timeliness of any content submitted. All content submitted 
is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. 

© 2022 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.
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Letter to Residents

Joyce Corey Content Coordinator

We have an abundance of ‘people energy’ and 
good leaders can direct that force in wondrous 
ways. When a mass is trapped in the gravita-

tional field of another body, a set of equations from Johann 
Kepler tell us that certain stable orbits can result. When this 
happens, as is the case with our planet, the momentum 
that the planet had continues until something steals it away.

I really hope you are still reading this (my eyes glazed over a bit when I 
was typing all that scientific jargon!) because my answer is a little different.

I believe that music makes the world go round.
Think about it. The soundwaves from music reach our ears and our feet start 

tapping and our hands clap. The collective energy of all that movement causes the 
Earth to spin and circle the sun.

Surely you all see the resemblance between planet Earth and a disco ball!
Okay enough of my scientific musing. If I ever start a podcast to continue this dis-

cussion, I will let you know.
But if you want to try out my music theory, read about Mark Borino (he’s on this 

month’s cover) and listen to some of his music. Mark grew up here in Nutley and got 
his start in music in middle school. Fast forward to 2021, and he had his first label 
placement on Drake’s album, Certified Lover Boy.

But that is just the beginning for this talented musician! Read the article, check out 
the photos, and head on over to Spotify to enjoy his music. I had a wonderful con-
versation with Mark and told him that all his Nutley Neighbors will be watching (and 
listening!) for his future successes.

Now, some of you may be wondering if it’s only music that makes the world go round.
My scientific theory also includes some other elements (none of which are found 

on the Periodic Table!).
I think leadership and kindness is also necessary.
We have so much ‘people energy’ and good leaders direct that force in wondrous 

ways. Do you know who W.O. Davis is? He was born in 1853 and directed his energy 
into making Nutley a thriving township.

More recently, another community leader, Suzanne Hagert, tells us about her 20 
years of service at the Nutley Historical Society. That is a place where the past is kept 
alive, so the future doesn’t seem so intimidating.

Both community leaders, years and years apart, keep life as we know it spinning in 
a comfortable orbit.

Kindness, of course, is the sweet part of all that we do. Whether we give a home to 
one of the dogs or kittens on our Pet Corner page, or if we just take time to say some-
thing nice or encouraging to our neighbors, we direct our energy in the right place.

Whether you say it or sing it, we make music every day—electric guitars are optional.

What Really Makes  
the World Go Round?

Content Due:                                       Edition Date: 
November 25 ............................................. January 1
December 23 ........................................... February 1
January 25 .....................................................March 1
February 25 ......................................................April 1
March 25 ........................................................... May 1
April 25 ............................................................ June 1
May 25 ...............................................................July 1
June 25 ........................................................ August 1
July 25 ................................................... September 1
August 25 .................................................. October 1
September 25 ....................................... November 1
October 25 ............................................ December 1
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BEACON WEALTH PARTNERS, 
EQUITABLE ADVISORS, LLC
As a platinum group within  
Equitable Advisors and a local 
family office, they focus on wealth 
management, retirement planning, 
insurance, and group benefits.  

Their mission is to bring value to clients and families through sound and  
objective strategies. Michael, Daniel and their father Salvatore are graduates  
of Nutley High School and have obtained professional degrees and  
certifications with a combined 60+ years of experience. Michael is a  
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional (CFP®),meeting rigorous 
education, fiduciary training and ethical standards, while serving clients’ best 
interests to prepare them for a more secure tomorrow.

.  
THE CENTER FOR ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGERY AND IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D has been practicing Oral and 
Maxillofacial surgery in the area for over 20 years. The Center 
for Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery & Implantology is committed to 
making every aspect of your care as pleasurable as possible. 

Expert Contributors

LIGRESTI DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES
Doctor Dominick J. Ligresti is a Medical Doctor who is a Board 
Certified Dermatologist (which is the highest degree in medicine  
and dermatology). He is also an Adjunct Professor of Dermatology 
and Clinic Chief at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in NYC. He 
teaches medical doctors from Hackensack University Hospital. 
He successfully treats all skin diseases for adult and pediatric 

patients, including advanced painless allergy testing. Ligresti Dermatology Associates 
is a full service dermatology practice including cosmetic dermatology for antiaging 
like: Restylane fillers, Botox/Dysport, Chemical Peels and Microdermabrasion. The 
office is located at 175 Franklin Ave. Nutley. 

STATE FARM INSURANCE
Renée Friscia is a 2nd generation agent with over 35 years of 
State Farm Insurance experience in Nutley, NJ. Renee focuses 
on helping people insure their cars, home, rentals, valuables 
and educates everyone about the importance of Life insurance 
coverage. And as a business owner herself, she works closely with 
small businesses for their insurance and planning needs. State 

Farm Nutley is a proud member of the Nutley Chamber of Commerce and serves as 
a Notary Public.

To learn more about becoming an 
expert contributor, contact BVM at  
mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com 
or phone (973) 277-7301
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The Balsamo 

Family’s Homeroom
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Putting the  Fun in  Family Fitness!Mia, Eva, Liz and   Fabian Castillo

APRIL 2021

A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley

Your Community Funeral Home
Professional, Compassionate Service 24 Hours a day, 365 Days a year

*Participant in the NJ Prepaid* Funeral Trust Fund

John F. Brown
Manager

License No. 2633

267 Centre Street
Nutley, NJ 07110
www.swbrownandson.com
(973) 667-0875
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116 Satterthwaite Ave.

ADDRESS                                   PRICE                     PRICE               MARKET 
103 Kierstead Ave. $340,000 $377,500 23
44 Highfield Lane $435,000 $440,000 114
91 New St. $479,000 $490,000 44
20 Brookway  $628,000 $545,000 129
131 Glendale St. $542,000 $551,000 11
46 Howard Pl. $549,000 $591,000 11
487 Chestnut St. $598,900 $606,000 99
116 Satterthwaite Ave. $1,299,000 $1,160,000 72

LISTPROPERTY SALE DAYS ON

February 2022 Single Family Home Sales 

Real Estate

2022 Nutley  
Closed Home Sales 

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical 
data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one 
agent or agency but represents the activity of the real estate community 
in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is 
separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of 
their advertisement.

   
Single Family:  
Median List Price $499,000
Median Sale Price  $510,000
Median Days on Market 23 
       
Town Homes, Condominums, 
Cooperatives:   
Median List Price $268,000
Median Sale Price $268,000
Median Days on Market 17   

S O U R C E :  G S M L S  D ATA
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Feature Story

I f you want to meet Nutleyite, Mark Borino, the best place 
to find him is at House of Rivero. That’s the name of his 
record label that features over 30 tracks of original music 

which was all written, produced, mixed, and mastered by 
him.

Although House of Rivero doesn’t have a physical 
address, Mark’s love of music began right here in town.

“I joined the choir when I was in middle school,” he said. 
“I took the class looking for an easy ‘A’ but found out I really 
love music. We also had a great teacher, Michael Cundari, 
who made the class fun. We need more teachers like him!”

But it wasn’t a straight line from school choir to landing 
his first major label placement on one of the biggest 
albums of the year—Certified Lover Boy—with Drake in 
2021.

“I sang in the choir up until tenth grade, when I quit,” 
Mark said. He returned to music at the beginning of his 
senior year when he taught himself to play piano, took 
vocal training, and started to create his own music.

Is Mark Borino on Your Playlist?
By Joyce Corey  Photograph by Randall Kenneth Photography

After graduating from Nutley High School in 2010, he 
briefly attended college.

“I went to William Paterson for a semester but realized 
I needed my education to go in a different direction,” he 
said. “I enrolled in SAE Institute of Technology in New York 
where I interned at a music studio and earned a certificate 
in audio engineering.”

“This is not the type of career that you break into with 
a standard resume,” he said. “A lot depends on who you 
know and if you are in the right place at the right time.”

Mark already had a loyal fan who helped him navigate 
the music field—his mother.

“My mother is amazing,” he said. “Her name is Laura, and 
she has been incredibly supportive.”

Laura’s support came in many forms, including encour-
agement to tracking down the right people to hear Mark’s 
music.

“My mom believed in me and my dream,” Mark said. 
“She did everything possible to get my music heard by 



 April 2022 7

See Our Full Menu at  WWW.MICHAELSROSCOMMON.COM
531 Joralemon St.  Belleville   973-759-0060  973-759-0060  

Welcome 
Back Inside, 

Diners!

Check out our Facebook 
& Instagram pages for our 
Daily Specials

Please call ahead for Reservations as 
They are Highly Recommended!

Your Neighborhood 
Sports Bar & Restaurant 
Where You’re a Where You’re a 
Stranger Only Once!Stranger Only Once!
Bar 11am -2am daily
Kitchen open till 12am daily
Happy Hour 3pm-7pm  Mon-Fri
Reverse Happy Hour 
9pm-2am Sun-Thurs  

Saturday & Sunday Brunch

Feature Story Sponsored by Michael’s Roscommon House

the people who make decisions. 
She would call radio stations and 
look online for the contact info for 
record producers. I still wonder 
how she got Curtis Hudson’s 
phone number!”

Curtis Hudson, songwriter and 
producer, co-wrote “Holiday,” one 
of Madonna’s big hits, with Lisa 
Stevens.

Laura gave Curtis Mark’s music, 
and he gave it to his son, Eric 
Hudson, Grammy-award winner 
who plays with world-known artists 
like Kanye West, Chris Brown, and 
Mariah Carey.

Everything looked perfect; there 
was talk of signing Mark on but 
suddenly it all fell through.

“I felt devastated,” Mark said. “I 
had to start all over again. But this 
is the nature of the music industry. 
It’s not like a regular job and there 
are no guidelines to follow. You 
just have to be there and hope the right people hear you.”

Mark continued to put himself and his music before an 
audience of insiders and fans, partly for the recognition he 
needed to get into this industry, but also because music is 
so important to him.

“My music is a mix of R&B, 
pop, hip hop, and dance, while 
at the same time signifying 
deep meaning,” he said. “I never 
choose a song that I can’t feel. 
My music will always reflect who 
I am.”

And those reflections were 
finally seen by the right people.

“I made a sample for Drake’s 
album, and at first, nothing came 
of it,” Mark said. “Then one day 
I received a call from my friend, 
Yomi, at 5 a.m. and he told me 
we made history and our track 
was being placed on the album.”

In 2021, Mark’s song landed 
on one of the biggest album 
releases, Certified Lover Boy. 
He co-produced track #2 titled 
“Papi’s Home” which peaked at 
#8 on Billboard’s Hot 100 and 
landed him his first platinum 
record as a producer.

But that’s not all. In that same year he received the 
Harold Adamson Lyric Award from American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP).

“I also just signed a joint venture, co-publishing deal with 
Mykah Music and Warner Chappell as a songwriter and 
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producer,” he said. “I now work alongside two big 
power players in the music business, Mr. Morgan 
and Rich Christina.”

As Mark’s music is moving up the charts, there 
is one thing that stays the same: his appreciation 
for his family and those who have helped him 
along the way.

“This has all been a team effort,” he said. “I want to thank 
my family and John Cinquino, who has been guiding and 
teaching me the music business these past couple of years. 
I couldn’t have done this properly without him. Special 
thanks go to Yomi Ojelade, Supah Mario, Jarrel Young, and 
Yonatan Watts.

Naming his recording label House of Rivero also has a 
special significance.

“The name is a mix of my last name and my mother’s 
maiden name, Rivera,” he said. “I wanted to give her credit 
since she has been an amazing support to me.”

Mark Borino’s determination and his love of music is 
finally getting the recognition he dreamed about, and 
these stats show the increasing popularity of his music.

• “Big Time” is his breakthrough single with over 
400,000 streams on Spotify and YouTube combined.

• “Kinda Like You” has accumulated over 150,000 
streams on Spotify and YouTube.

• “Thrill Is Gone” has over 2 million views on YouTube 

and over 850,000 Spotify streams.
• “You Got Me” peaked at #30 on the “Viral 50 – 

Netherlands” chart on Spotify and was streamed over 
490,000 times.

• “Memories” reached #10 on Spotify’s top dance 
playlist “mint,” peaked at #11 on the “Dance Rising” 
Spotify playlist and has over 300,000 Spotify streams.

From middle school choir to the Billboard charts, Mark 
Borino and his music are moving in the right direction.

House of Rivero is the perfect address for this talented 
musician. ■

Visit Mark’s website, www.markborino.com, to listen to his 
music and stay in touch through social media.
Instagram: @officialmarkborino  YouTube: Mark Borino

1.  Huge fan of running through the parks

2.  Having access to multiple soccer fields 
to play pickup games or to work out on

3.  Everything is within arm’s reach—NYC 
and Hoboken 25 minutes away, Jersey 
shore an hour or more, mall 15 minutes 
away

4.  No shortage of great Italian food

5.  A clean and safe neighborhood to grow 
up in

5 Things Mark Borino 
Loves About Nutley

We are always looking for fascinating residents to  
feature in Nutley Neighbors. If you are interested in being 
included or would like to nominate one of your neighbors 
please email jcorey@bestversionmedia.com.

MARGARET 
COZZARELLI
244 Chestnut Street  
Nutley, NJ 07110
Office 973-667-3000  
Cell 973-951-6705 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

244 Chestnut Street, Nutley • 973-667-3000
195 Fairfield Road, W. Caldwell • 973-227-1200

www.ParkSquareRealty.net

CALL TODAY FOR A 
COMPLIMENTARY 

MARKET ANALYSIS

Carl and Linda Lordi, 
Broker/Owner, Broker Assoc./Owner

Each office independently    
owned and operated 

CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE 
AWARDS  
FIVE YEARS 
IN A ROW!

JUST LISTED!

37 Aldon Terrace Bloomfield 59 Mountainview Ave. Nutley
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Meet Salty!
Salty is a 1-year-old female. She is very sweet once 

she gets to warm up to you and she does warm up fairly 
quickly. She had babies and they were all adopted and 
now mamma needs her home too! She gets along with 
other cats very well but unsure about dogs. Once she 
warms up, she is very playful! She is microchipped, FIV/
FeLV negative, stool tested negative, dewormed, UTD on 
vaccines, and spayed. $100 adoption fee and application 
apply.

To apply for Salty: https://yellowbrickroadrescuenj.
com/cat-adoption-application/or email us at yellowbrick-
roadnj@gmail.com

Dixie is a 
gorgeous 

pup who 
was recently 
surrendered 
to our rescue 
when her owner 
could no longer 
care for her. At 
only 9 months 
old, Dixie is a 
young pup who 
would make an 
amazing companion.

Although young, Dixie is an overgrown and strong pup 
who would benefit from an active owner. Dixie loves to 
play and go on walks and is currently spending time with 
our amazing trainer to brush up on her manners and 
leash walking skills. She has done well with other dogs 
her size but would also make a great solo companion for 
someone who is not looking to have more than one dog. 

She is completely up to date on all vaccines and has 
already been spayed and microchipped. All this beautiful 
girl needs now is a loving home!

 Visit the website www.jerseypitsrescue.com for an 
adoption application. ■

Submitted by  
Nicole Milici, 
Jersey Pits Rescue 
Inc.

Adopt Us!
Submitted by Christa Milici, 
Yellow Brick Road Rescue NJ

Pet Corner

Joe Isabella, Loan Officer
NMLS #347880

973.960.1000  
jisabella@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC           Equal Housing Lender

Offering exceptional 
mortgage products  
for all lifestyles.

Joe Isabella
Loan Officer

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Renee Friscia, Agent
146 Franklin Avenue
Nutley, NJ  07110
Bus: 973-667-6600
www.nutleyinsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Renee Friscia, Agent
146 Franklin Avenue
Nutley, NJ  07110
Bus: 973-667-6600
www.nutleyinsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Renee Friscia, Agent
146 Franklin Avenue
Nutley, NJ  07110
Bus: 973-667-6600
www.nutleyinsurance.com
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Moscara Realty

165 FRANKLIN AVENUE NUTLEY 

www.MoscaraRealtors.com

Family Owned Business since 1955

With this 
ad get a 

No 
obligation. 

Do You Know the Value of Your Home? 

COMPLIMENTARY MARKET ANALYSIS

Member 
NUTLEY 

Chamber of 
Commerce

Your Hometown 
Realtor for 60 Years

“Its Not Just 
Business, 

Its Personal.” 

   973.667.1732

Custom Designs & Repairs 
By Our Expert On-Site Jeweler

Trio 
JEWELERS

301 Franklin Ave. •  Nutley
973-667-8628

Open Tuesday Thru Saturday

Providing Quality Merchandise & The Finest Service For Over 32 Years.

160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

OPEN FOR DINING  
ON FRIDAY EVENINGS  

Accepting Reservations for 
Private Parties & Events 

I t's been 20 years since I joined the Nutley Historical 
Society. Originally, I was asked to be a liaison between 
the Nutley Historical Society and the third grade teach-

ers in Nutley public schools. The third graders learned 
about Nutley and visited the museum in June every year. 
I grew up in Nutley and was delighted to be asked to join 
the Board of Directors.

One of my duties is answering phone messages and 
emails. Sometimes, I can answer inquiries but often pass 
them on to the director, who can help the best. I also 
refer questions to our town historian, John Demmer. I set 
up and give tours of the museum. When COVID is not 

Why I Serve …
Suzanne Hagert 
Reflects on Her 20 
Years of Service to 
The Nutley Historical 
Society and Museum  
By Suzanne Hagert, Vice President of 
the Nutley Historical Society

Community Leaders 
menacing, I work with our directors organizing events for 
the public. We have speakers and activities throughout the 
year, all of which we're planning on expanding.

I also coordinate our scholarship awards for Nutley High 
seniors. I, along with the other directors, enjoy reading the 
essays. The entrants write about Nutley and the importance 
of historical societies. We award three scholarships every 
June.

When I was still teaching at Radcliffe School, my class 
would learn about Nutley every week. A student told me 
once that "the last period Thursday is my favorite because 
we learn about Nutley." That made me realize the impor-
tance of historical societies. People's sense of identity often 
comes from their home, whether it's a town, state, or nation.

My mother was first in our family to graduate from Nutley 
High. Her family moved here in 1927. My parents bought a 
house on Grant Avenue just before I was born. I attended 
Washington, Franklin, and Nutley High. My mother was a 
secretary at the public library while I was across the parking 
lot. My father was a sales representative for Blue Cross.

Since I lived on Grant, I walked through the park behind 
the high school every day. This was before the basket-
ball courts were built. The stream divided and there was 
an island in the middle, complete with trees and bushes. 
When I was in grade school it was an adventure to explore! 
Not a bad walk to school.

My sons also graduated from Nutley High. Mark is a 
musician and Scott has a post doc in neuroscience at 
University of Virginia. My husband, Steve Kilianski, is a 
Social Psych instructor at Rutgers, New Brunswick.

Now that I'm retired, I still sub at Radcliffe occasionally. 
It's nice to keep in touch with the faculty, staff, and stu-
dents. I stuff Christmas and 5K Run giveaway totes for the 
Chamber of Commerce and also volunteer at the 5K Run 
every May. I help sort groceries after the Boy Scout Annual 
Food Drive. Since I love to sew, I belong to a quilt guild 
and have made many, many quilts which are donated to 
nearby organizations.

I look forward to continuing my service with the Nutley 
Historical Society and Museum. ■

Now is a great time to join or renew your Nutley 
Historical Society membership. For more information visit 
www.nutleyhistoricalsociety.org
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251 Washington Ave. 
Nutley

www.DandLAutomotiveNJ.comComplete 
 Automotive Services
Emission Repair Facility
Brakes • Tires
Batteries • Electrical

Oil Changes
Electronic Computer 
Diagnostics

Shocks & Struts
Front End Specialist
Mufflers & Exhaust

Classic Cars 
Welcome NJ State 

INSpectIoN FacIlIty

D&L AUTOMOTIVE
Foreign & Domestic  Repairs

Established 1974

(973) 667-4688
D&L

R esearching merchants who estab-
lished businesses in Nutley’s Olde 
Towne Centre has led to many fasci-

nating accounts about how our little hamlet 
of two hundred and fifty evolved into a 
thriving township. Highfield Lane, Passaic 
Avenue, and Chestnut Street shops pro-
vided everything you needed for living and 
raising a family. Today, we focus on Wilson 
Orville (W.O.) Davis, a dry goods merchant, 
and his contributions to the community.

Born in 1853 on the Panther Ledge 
Brookdale Farm near Hackettstown, New 
Jersey, W.O. was the grandson of David 
Chambers Davis of Scotland who received a 
3,000-acre land grant after the Revolutionary 
War. He started at age 17 as a store clerk 
before being recalled back to the farm. After 
a brief agricultural stint, he turned to car-
pentry until developing severe asthma in his 
early 20s. W.O. was advised to head West, 
seek better air in Wisconsin, and live out his 
life.

His journey detoured through Franklin so 
he could bid farewell to some friends. While 
there he was introduced to a Chinese physi-
cian who prescribed a cure of milk, quinine, and salt, along 
with the local air. Davis stayed and worked his first ten 
years as superintendent on Joseph Kingsland’s farm and, 
in 1891, opened a shoe store at Passaic and Chestnut with 
his brother S.S. Davis. About 1902, W.O. bought a building 
at 350 Passaic Avenue and established a dry goods store 
that employed old friends Miss Bessie Thomas and Mrs. 
Margaret Thomas-Osmun.

The business thrived as inventory evolved with towns-
folk’s needs. Later the building was expanded to provide 
living quarters above the store. Fortunately, the historical 
storefront has remained intact through several renovations 
and businesses. Davis operated businesses for 54 years 
until retiring at age 92 after the death of his wife, Savilla 
Schenck Davis. His son, J. Milton Davis, established the 
Davis (later Davis-Taylor) Shade shop at that same location.

Davis took an active part in the community serving on 
the Franklin Building and Loan Association, Junior Order 
of United American Mechanics, Franklin Lodge of Knights 
of Pythias, First National Bank of Nutley, and several other 
organizations.

Early residents volunteered at the Fire Department 
where Davis served for 12 years starting in 1891. He was 
a charter member and treasurer of the Nutley Exempt 
Fireman’s Association. We can most remember and thank 
him for preserving the 1865 C. Young and Company hose 
cart that was put into service in 1897 by the NFD. The 
department was modernizing with motorized apparatus, 
so the hose cart was obsolete and destined for the scrap 

W.O. Davis 
By David Wilson

Nutley History

yard. W.O. realized the historical importance of this artifact 
and stored it in his barn for many years before passing it to 
the Nutley Museum in 1945. This cart was hand drawn in 
parades by many famous Franklinites known as the “White 
Glove Department.”

After Davis’s death at age 94, a closet was found that 
turned out to be a time capsule of early Nutley and store 
history. W.O. Davis was not one to throw away anything. ■

David Wilson is the author of Fire in Our Lives, a book 
containing stories, experiences, and advice from his forty-
year career in public safety. Available at Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble and Google Play.

Clockwise from top left: W.O. Davis merchant 
and fireman, Store staff circa (1915), Dry goods 
store (1902), FD hose cart (1945) ready for 
museum
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A s the flowers bloom 
and the colors of spring 
brighten up the town, 

our children’s imaginations 
light up the world.

Art gives young minds the 
opportunity to express their 
love of learning. Michael, who 
is in first grade, has put his 
interest in animals and nature 
onto paper. His drawings show 
what a great artist he is as 
well as his unique characters 
brought to life. 

Five-year-old Daria painted 
a peace tree in honor of Martin 
Luther King Day, but it is a work of art to be admired in all 
seasons of life. Her wishes for love and happiness are rep-
resented so beautifully in her design. She has reminded 
us that friendships come in all 
shapes, colors, and sizes. 

The school year has been a 
challenging one and often the 
best lessons include laugh-
ter! Six-year-old Klaus worked 
with his mom to put together a 
memorable shirt for the 100th 
day of school. After attach-
ing one hundred buttons, the 
shirt provides humor saying 
he’s been pushing the teacher’s 
buttons. He has certainly turned 
this fun milestone into a funny 
and enjoyable one.

Ligresti 
DERMATOLOGY

General & Cosmetic 
Dermatology Serving Adult 

& Pediatric Patients 

• Surgical Procedures

• Cosmetic Services

• Botox/Dysport

• Dermal Fillers  
   Restylane

175 Franklin Avenue, Suite 103 
(1st floor) Nutley, NJ 

Look Great  
Feel Great

• Skin Care Products

• Advanced  
  Allergy Testing

• Microdermabrasion

• Chemical Peels

(973) 759-6569     
LigrestiDermatology.com

Five-year-old Beckham 
is incredibly talented at 
drawing cartoons. Some 
of his most recent proj-
ects include Ninja Turtles, 
Charlie Brown, Pokémon 
and Encanto characters. His 
ability to sketch and color 
these very much-loved car-
toons is very impressive. 

Matteo is a seven-year-old 
who loves nature and painting! His smile, along with this 
friendly cardinal, can brighten anyone’s day. Through art, 
he has been able to express his appreciation for the differ-

ent seasons and for learning 
new skills.■

Did you just create an  
amazing piece of art?   
Whether you colored it,  
glued it, cut it, or even  
baked it, send us a photo  
with your name and we will 
print as many as we can.  
Let's make our world a bit 
more beautiful with your  
creations and smiles! 
Email me at: jcorey@  
bestversionmedia.com

Spring into 
Creativity! 
By Michelle Palmer

Kids Corner

Clockwise from 
left:  Michael’s 
Wild Masterpieces, 
Daria’s wishes 
for world peace, 
Matteo’s painting 
perfection,  Klaus’ 
100 Days Smarter 
shirt 

Creative Cartoons by Beckham
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Moving 
Forward 
Made 
Easy

CATHY KELLY  
Broker/Salesperson

CENTURY 21 AWARD
210 Franklin Ave, Nutley

(973) 661-3808 Office (201) 232-8583 Cell

■ What is your name, position, and respon-
sibilities at the library? I am Marisa Treglio, 
and as a library assistant, I am responsible for 
checking books and other materials in and 
out, retrieving patron requests, and creating 
monthly displays, among other things.
■ When did you start working at the library 
and why? I started working at the Nutley 
Library in July 2021 after a 15-year hiatus. 
Before I had kids, I was a children’s librarian 
in Bloomfield and occasionally worked week-
ends in Maplewood. When I saw that a job 
was open in Nutley, I was excited to get back to a working 
environment that I love.
■ What is your educational background? I attended 
Rutgers University where I received a BA in women’s 
studies. I earned my Master of Library and Information 
Science degree from Rutgers’ School of Communication 
and Information.
■ Do you have any childhood memories of visiting the 
library? When I was young, I lived about two blocks 
from the public library in Bayonne. As soon as I was old 
enough to cross the street by myself, I would walk to the 
library, check out the maximum number of books (six), 
and take them home to read immediately. The next day 
I would bring them back and check out six more. It was 
heavenly.  
■ Tell us about your family. I met my husband Chris at 
Rutgers. We have two sons: Joseph, age 18, is a senior 
at Nutley High School; Teddy, age 13, is in eighth grade 
at John H. Walker Middle School. We also have a dog 
named Penny.
■ What are your hobbies, volunteer work or other leisure 

Getting to Know 
Your Library Staff  
By David Wilson

Someone You Should Meet

time pursuits?
I volunteer as a leader with Cub 
Scout Pack 142, which is based 
at Vincent United Methodist 
Church.
■ What do you enjoy most 
about working at the library?  
I love that every day is different! 
It’s great to see familiar faces 
come in the door, and I love 
meeting new friends. I get to 
use my imagination and creativ-
ity to help with posters, book 
displays, and programs.
■ Share a memorable story 
involving a library patron or 
program. My most memorable 
day working in a library would 

have to when I started working in Bloomfield in 2002. I 
arrived and found out that Nickelodeon was filming com-
mercials in the children’s department all day! My first day 
on the job was spent dodging camera crews, and I wound 
up making an appearance in one of the commercials 
as well, sitting at the desk checking out books (my 2.5 
seconds of fame!)
■ What is your favorite book or author? My favorite 
author is Neil Gaiman. He writes dark, humorous fantasy 
stories and novels.
■ Your favorite motto or quote? “Think before you speak. 
Read before you think.” —Fran Lebowitz
■ A closing message? If it’s been a while since you’ve 
visited the library, stop in and see what’s new! It’s so much 
more than just books – there are movies, music, clubs, 
programs, and even online services to stream videos and 
borrow e-books. ■

David Wilson is the author of Fire in Our Lives, a book 
containing stories, experiences, and advice from his forty-
year career in public safety. Available at Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble and Google Play.
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Nutley, New Jersey 
Phone (973) 562-0079 • Fax (973) 562-0075

KimberleyDonohoeEsq@verizon.net

General practice 
specializing in:
•  Special Needs
•  Real Estate 

and Municipal 
Court Matters

•  Estate Planning & 
Administration

You can trust in over 
20 years experience 
in handling 
guardianship cases 
for young adults 
through the elderly.

Kimberley A. Donohoe
• AT TORNEY AT L AW •

National Library Week is an annual celebration highlighting the essential 
role that libraries, librarians, and library workers play in transforming lives 
and strengthening communities. This year’s theme is “Connect with Your 

Library,” and the Nutley Public Library happily offers the community many oppor-
tunities to connect with books, media, programs, ideas, classes, and much more. 
Most importantly, libraries also connect communities to each other.

During National Library Week, the Nutley Public Library encourages all com-
munity members to visit their library in person or online to explore and access 
its wide variety of services and programs for all ages. The library offers almost 
100,000 items in its book and media collections, as well as millions of digital 
eBooks, audiobooks, films, and music to be streamed or downloaded through 
Libby, hoopla, Kanopy, and more. Unique displays throughout the library high-
light these collections, and encourage browsing, borrowing, and connecting.

The Nutley Public Library has returned to in-person programming for all ages 
and encourages community members to connect with each other at these 
events that promote learning, creativity, growth, and development. During 
National Library Week there will be many story-time programs for children, a 
Saturday drop-in craft for kids and their families, and special after school pro-
grams for kids and teens. For the adult community, there will be the monthly 
Cookbook Club discussion and a DIY jewelry making program. We look forward 
to seeing you and encourage you to “Connect with Your Library!” ■
For more information on the library and its programs, visit the library’s  
website at www.nutleypubliclibrary.org.

Celebrating National Library Week, April 3–9, 2022

Connect with Your Library! 
By Jeanne Sylvester, Supervising Librarian

Library Corner

By Janell Batiller

Girl Scout Troop #20450 had so much fun 
making their own personalized mugs and 

pins at Pretty Handy on175 Franklin Avenue.
They are grateful to have such a special 

business in our town of Nutley!

COMMUNITY: 

A Creative Girl 
Scouts Adventure!

From left: Kelsey, Jenna, Isabella, Hattie, Brielle, 
Vivienne, Lana,Natalie P, Natalie B. and Holly.

Daisy Leaders: Karen and Janine 
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Apr. 7, 14, 28, May 5, 12, 
19, Thurs.
Aspiring Authors Class
@Parks and Recreation Dept., 44 
Park Ave.
For Nutley students Grades 
1-6. In this six-week program, 
Dr. Stephanie Dalianis-Antell 
will be heading a fun-filled class 
that incorporates both reading 
and writing to encourage young 
authors! Children will have the 
opportunity to read their favorite 
books and discuss the stories in 
a “book club” while also writing 
their own fictional works to share 
with their peers. This is a great 
opportunity for your youngsters to 
become enthusiastic about reading 
and creative writing in a casual, 
friendly environment.
Time: 5pm – Grades 1-3 | 6pm – 
Grades 4-6   
Cost: $50 per person
For more information and 
registration form visit  
www.nutleynj.org/news/
post/14476

 
 

Apr. 9, Sat.
Chalk Art Festival | Nutley 
Relay for Life
@Memorial Park I, Passaic Ave.  
and Vreeland Ave.
All ages welcome to make art for 
a good cause. All proceeds benefit 
Nutley Relay for Life. Register 
upon arrival and don’t forget to 
bring your own chalk.   
Time: 1-4pm  Cost: $20 for a  
10 ft. section of pathway  
For more information call the 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation at 
973-284-4966

Apr. 14, Thurs.
Flashlight Egg Hunt
@Reinheimer Park on Bloomfield 
Ave.
For Nutley residents Grades 2-6. 
Bring a flashlight and a basket 
or bag to collect your eggs! The 
flashlight hunt begins at dusk. All 
participants must be pre-registered 
to the event.
Time: 7-7:45pm  Cost: Free
For more information visit 
www.nutleynj.org/calendar.  
To register visit https://register.
communitypass.net/nutley

Apr. 16, Sat.
The Mountsier Garden 
Open Day
This year, the garden will be open 
to the public four times, so people 
will be able to see the beautiful 
changes throughout the spring. In 
April, the thousands of daffodils 
are in bloom! All visitors must 
make a reservation though the 
Garden Conservancy Open Days 
program.
Time: 10am-4pm   
Cost: $10
For more information visit 
www.gardenconservancy.org/
open-days/open-days-schedule/
essex-county-nj-open-day-9

Apr. 19, Tue.
ShopRite Children’s Healthy 
Cooking Class
@Nutley Public Library, 93 Booth 
Dr.
For ages 6-12. Learn how to 
make tasty and healthy treats with 
ShopRite dietician Stephanie Bini! 
Registration is required.
Time: 11:45am-1pm
For more information visit 
www. youthservices.nutleypubli-
clibrary.org or call 973-667-0405 
ext. 2623

Apr. 20, Wed.
Paint-A-Pot
@Nutley Public Library, 93 Booth 
Dr.
For all ages. Decorate an adorable 
container and bring home a 
beautiful plant in this outdoor 
event!
Time: 10-11am | 11am-12pm
For more information and to 
register visit www.youthservices.
nutleypubliclibrary.org or call  
973-667-0405 ext. 2623

Securities offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC (NY, NY (212) 314-4600), member FINRA, SIPC (Equitable Financial Advisors 
in MI & TN). Investment advisory products and services offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment 
advisor. Annuity and insurance products offered through Equitable Network, LLC, Beacon Wealth Partners is not a registered 
investment advisor and is not owned or operated by Equitable Advisors or Equitable Network. CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ are certification marks owned by the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. These marks are awarded to 
individuals who successfully complete the CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements. PPG-156512(9/20)(exp 9/22)

356 Franklin Avenue, Nutley, NJ 07110    Tel: (973) 667-8650

973.667.8650

IN ALLIANCE 
WITH

  Investment Portfolio  
    Management
  Retirement Planning 
  Estate Planning Strategies
  College Funding
  Health & Life Insurance
  Long-Term Care Insurance
  Employee Group Benefits

Michael S. Cocco,  
CFP®, ChFC®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ professional
mcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com

Salvatore Cocco, Jr. CLU
Financial Consultant
scocco@beaconwealthpartners.com

Daniel Cocco, CPFA 
Financial Consultant
dcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com

As a platinum group within Equitable Advisors  
focusing on wealth management services,  
our mission is to bring a high level of value to our 
clients through sound, objective strategies. 
Please visit our website to learn more:  
www.beaconwealthpartners.com

EVENTS  
CALENDARAPRIL At the time this magazine went to print, all event times and locations 

were accurate, but please check event websites for the most current 
information. Some events may have been postponed or canceled. 



Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D.
187 Washington Ave. 

Suite 1B • Nutley

CT Scan Guided Dental • Implant Placement
Extractions • Wisdom Teeth • Joint Disorders (TMJ)
Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting • Facial & Oral Trauma
Treatment of Tongue Tie • Facial & Oral Pathology

Surgical Orthodontics (Exposure of Impacted Teeth)
Surgical Endodontics (Apicoectomy)

www.EchoOralSurgery.com

On Call For Emergencies - 24 Hours A Day

~We Accept Most Dental Insurances~

973.667.5844
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Emergency ..........................................................911
Police Department ........................... (973) 284-4940
Fire Department .............................. (973) 284-4940
Town Hall ........................................ (973) 284-4951 
Library ............................................. (973) 667-0405

Parks and Recreation ....................... (973) 284-4966
School District ................................. (973) 661-3500
Chamber of Commerce  ................ (973) 667-5300
Public Affairs & Health Dept. ....... (973) 284-4976
Public Works  ................................ (973) 284-4958
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