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Eligibility
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. APR is based on credit worthiness, loan type, loan to value and term of the loan. 0.50% discount is valid on a lease 
buyout and auto refinance loan. Rate cannot be combined with any other Proponent offer. Rate and terms subject to change. Example monthly payment 
for a $20,000 auto loan at 4.99% for 48 months would be $460.60. Other restrictions may apply. Financing available up 84 months. Vehicle retail value 
must be $5,000 or greater. Vehicles eligible for auto refinance rates are five years old or newer and not currently financed at Proponent. Up to 100% 
financing available, based on NADA “retail” value. Restrictions apply on financing a vehicle with a Loan to Value over 100%. Offer expires 09/30/2023.

top off 
YOUR CAR LOAN

AUTO REFINANCING & 
LEASE BUYOUT DISCOUNT*

profcu.org/auto  |  800 457 8058  

NMLS #479433
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Everyone has a story.
Isn’t that great? It’s the one thing 

that we all share, regardless of any 
quantifiable differences. While it might 
seem that our stories are just a collection of 
facts from our lives, they are more than that.

Each of us has a story that defines us—
our hopes, dreams, and most importantly, 
the ‘why’ of who we are.

Each month, we bring you stories from 
your Nutley Neighbors, people you may 
work with, live next door to, or maybe 
someone whom you have never met.

And do you want to know a secret about stories? When we listen 
to a person’s story, in a small way we become part of that story 
through our reactions. We may smile, applaud, or think I’m glad 
there are people like this in town.

This month let’s meet the family on the cover of the magazine—
Joseph, Gianna, and Luciana Petrillo. Their story starts when Joe 
and Gianna met in elementary school, right here in Nutley, and the 
years (and future chapters!) led to marriage, careers, and parent-
hood. Like everyone’s story, there are unique elements that define 
their lives and theirs include a cute doggie, a private practice to 
help children with speech and language skills, and some delightful 
little neighbors.

Eileen Groome, Nutley neighbor and writer, wrote a book that 
was inspired by her childhood. Mabel Menichetti Makes the Best 
Spaghetti is a story about food and friendships across the genera-
tions and is a delicious slice of time.

We have plenty more stories in this issue! Act of Humanity has a 
scholarship that honors someone special, we have the dish on the 
library’s Monday night cookbook club, and even a pictorial story 
about Nutley’s own Annie Oakley.

I love writing the stories each month, and I sincerely hope you 
love reading them. Sharing our stories helps us to understand each 
other better and to build a strong sense of community—and we can 
start right now by turning the page.
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EXCELLENCE 
AWARDS  
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IN A ROW!

The Right Realtor  
           Makes a 

             Difference

CALL TODAY 
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COMPLIMENTARY 
MARKET 

ANALYSIS
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Listed!

54 Saint Mary’s Pl
Two-Family

Make time for body & breath

Hot Vinyasa 

Yoga

Warm Vinyasa 

Yoga
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 "intro style"

Vinyasa Yoga
Restorative

Yoga

www.goodvibesyogabar.com

237 Franklin Ave. Nutley NJ 07110

973-320-2670
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At just 7 months, 
Bingo survived 

a tragic accident 
shattering his 
leg and pelvis, 
necessitating having 
his leg amputated. 
But the best news is 
that Bingo is with a 
foster family where 
he can recuperate 
and get the TLC he 
needs. He is doing 
extremely well and 
after a few more 

weeks of crate rest, he will be ready and able to find the 
forever home and family that he truly deserves.

He is an extremely sweet and loving pup who has done 
well with children and other dogs. He would be a great fit 
for any home. ■
If you are interested in adding Bingo to your family, please 
visit www.jerseypitsrescue.com to apply.  

 

 

BEACON WEALTH PARTNERS, 
EQUITABLE ADVISORS, LLC
As a platinum group within  
Equitable Advisors and a local family 
office, they focus on wealth management, 
retirement planning, insurance, and 
group benefits. Their mission is to bring 
value to clients and families through 

sound and objective strategies. Michael, Daniel and their father Salvatore are graduates 
of Nutley High School and have obtained professional degrees and certifications 
with a combined 60+ years of experience. Michael is a Certified Financial Planner™ 
professional (CFP®),meeting rigorous education, fiduciary training and ethical standards, 
while serving clients’ best interests to prepare them for a more secure tomorrow.

CATHY KELLY - CENTURY 21 AWARD AGENCY
With over 20 years in local real estate, Cathy specializes in having a 
keen sense of the Nutley market. Whether you are buying or selling a 
home, she will work with you to ensure the process is seamless and 
successful. If you are looking for a responsive and reliable realtor or 
have any questions about the local market, please reach out.  
(201)-232-8583   clkelly7@aol.com   www.clkellyrealtor.com

THE CENTER FOR ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGERY AND IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D has been practicing Oral and 
Maxillofacial surgery in the area for over 20 years. The Center 
for Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery & Implantology is committed to 
making every aspect of your care as pleasurable as possible. 

LIGRESTI DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES
Doctor Dominick J. Ligresti is a Medical Doctor who is a Board 
Certified Dermatologist (which is the highest degree in medicine  
and dermatology). He is also an Adjunct Professor of Dermatology 
and Clinic Chief at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in NYC. He 
teaches medical doctors from Hackensack University Hospital. He 
successfully treats all skin diseases for adult and pediatric patients, 
including advanced painless allergy testing. Ligresti Dermatology 
Associates is a full service dermatology practice including cosmetic 
dermatology for antiaging like: Restylane fillers, Botox/Dysport, Chemical Peels and 
Microdermabrasion. The office is located at 175 Franklin Ave. Nutley. 

PROPONENT FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
Proponent Federal Credit Union has been lending 
locally in Nutley for over 50 years, offering all types of 
retail loans with competitive rates and lower fees than traditional banks. Proponent is a 
neighborhood lender, with lending decisions made at their Nutley Headquarters, which 
means faster decisions for members. Proponent is a full service financial institution, 
including deposit products with attractive rates for Certificates and IRAs.  profcu.org

 
SMILE TODAY DENTISTRY OF NUTLEY
Dr. Shefali Pilar and her team at Smile Today Dentistry have been 
improving health and transforming smiles by providing preventive, 
restorative, and cosmetic dental care for all ages in Nutley for 
over a decade. Dr. Pilar is a graduate of NYU College of Dentistry 
and a clinical instructor at Hackensack University Medical 
Center’s dental residency program. Smile Today Dentistry is 

committed to providing compassionate, technology driven, individualized care in a fun 
and comfortable environment to ensure all our patients have a truly memorable dental 
experience.   973-667-2466   @smiletodaydds   www.smiletoday.com.

STATE FARM INSURANCE
Renée Friscia is a 2nd generation agent with over 35 years of State 
Farm Insurance experience in Nutley, NJ. Renee focuses on helping 
people insure their cars, home, rentals, valuables and educates 
everyone about the importance of Life insurance coverage. And as 
a business owner herself, she works closely with small businesses 
for their insurance and planning needs. State Farm Nutley is a proud 
member of the Nutley Chamber of Commerce and serves as a 
Notary Public.

Expert Contributors

To learn more about becoming an expert 
contributor, contact BVM at mstefanelli@
bestversionmedia.com or phone (973) 277-7301

Submitted by Christa Milici,  
Yellow Brick Road Rescue NJAdopt Us!

Sina is female and about 1 year 
old. She is sweet once she gets 

to know you, but she will need 
time to warm up to her new family 
and she will need patience. She 
absolutely loves other dogs and 
cats, and we would prefer that she 
go to a home with another pet. 
She is microchipped, FIV/FeLV 
negative, UTD on vaccines, and 
spayed. An application and $150 
adoption fee apply. ■
If you are interested in Sina, email 
us at yellowbrickroadnj@gmail.com

Submitted by Nicole Milici, Jersey Pits Rescue Inc.

Pet Corner
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Home Roots. Local Expertise.
R U B I N O  R Y D E R  T E A M  

Rubino
Ryder 
T E A M

SOLD: $600,000 

 $75,000 OVER LIST

R U B I N O R Y D E R T E A M . K W . C O M
237 Lorraine Ave.  Montclair NJ, 07043 | Office: 973-783-7400

Mary Broker Sales Associate| Michael Sales Associate
Cell: 973-477-3657 | RubinoRyderTeam@gmail.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

18 Hudson St. 275 Prospect St.

SOLD: $687,000

 $82,000 OVER LIST

212 Coeyman Ave.

Nutley Real Estate

PROPERTY ADDRESS            LIST PRICE          SOLD PRICE      MARKET       
356 High St. $389,000 $445,000 64
30 Ideal Ct. $399,900 $450,000 11
687 Centre St. $449,999 $515,000 12
464 Kingsland St. $464,500 $560,000 9
51 Manhattan Ct. $465,000 $500,000 11
75 Edison Ave. $484,900 $530,000 7
590 Centre St. $499,999 $550,000 5
410 Chestnut St. $579,000 $549,000 23
21 Fitting Pl. $599,000 $646,000 9
48 Raymond Ave. $610,000 $635,000 12
262 Rutgers Pl. $619,900 $750,000 12
207 High St. $629,000 $631,000 106
45 Glenview Rd. $649,000 $710,000 8
97 N Spring Garden Ave. $685,000 $812,000 9
70 Overlook Ter. $805,000 $790,000 17
*GSMLS Data: Single Family, Condominiums/Cooperatives, Town Houses January-June 2023 

Sold Single Family 
Homes June 2023* 

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of 
the real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Recently Sold: 48 Highland Avenue, Nutley

Median List Price                   $489,999  
Median Sale Price                  $510,000  
Median Days on Market             16

 DAYS ON
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Six-year-old Charlee, the family’s Pomeranian/Maltese/
Yorkie mix, enjoys her privileged place in the household and 
her special friendship with Luciana.

“Every morning Luciana gives Charlee a kiss and then they 
share breakfast together,” Gianna said. “We take her with us 
to see Santa and even on some of our vacations!”

The Petrillo family sets aside time to travel and make new 
memories and they try to get away at least once a year.

“Last year we took our daughter on her first vacation to 
Myrtle Beach,” Gianna said. “Luciana was 10 months old, and 
Charlee was with us. In July we went down to Wildwood, 

and we plan to take her 
to Disney for her second 
birthday.”

But it’s back home in 
Nutley where the family is 
making day-to-day memo-
ries that will last a lifetime.

“We live in the Lincoln 
School area,” Gianna said. 
“This is the same house I 
have lived in since 2003 
when I was growing up 
here in town.”

Besides the history that 
links Joe and Gianna to 
Nutley, there are the new 
connections they are 
making.

“We love how close 

Once upon a time in the town of Nutley, 
a little girl and boy went to elementary 
school together and became friends. 

Many years passed and their friendship turned 
into love. They married, bought a house, and 
became parents to a little girl…

…who may go to elementary school in 
Nutley and continue the tale.

Gianna and Joseph Petrillo are the stars of our 
story, which has all the elements of happy-ev-
er-after with a delightful start right here in town.

“Joe and I attended Lincoln Elementary 
School, John H Walker Middle School, and 
Nutley High School together,” Gianna said. 
“We were friends in high school; I was a cheer-
leader, and he was a football player.”

But dating happened a little later, during Gianna’s first 
year of college.

“Our first date was in February 2011, and we have been 
together ever since,” she said. “We got engaged in 2016 
and married in 2018.”

Joining their lives together meant creating a future and 
that’s where their careers play a role in the story.

“Joe is an electrician at Picatinny Arsenal and I’m a 
speech-language pathologist,” Gianna said. “I graduated 
with a master’s degree in communication disorders at 
Mercy College in 2017. I worked in a school for children 
with special needs for 5 years and left in 
June of last year to stay at home with our 
daughter and grow my private practice, 
A Step ForWord Speech and Language 
Therapy, which I started in March 2020. I am 
now providing in-home private therapy and 
recently started Caregiver and Me classes at 
local libraries to empower parents with tips 
to increase their child’s speech and language 
skills!”

But the careers of Joe and Gianna only 
tell part of their story. At the center is their 
21-month-old daughter, Luciana, who is well 
on her way to enjoying her childhood in the 
same town in which her parents grew up.

“Luciana enjoys climbing, singing, and 
dancing,” Gianna said. “We love to take her 
to community events like seeing Santa in the 
Oval and the tree lighting.”

Feature Story

Joseph, Gianna, and 
Luciana Petrillo 

Once Upon 
a Time…
By Joyce Corey    

Photograph by Carly Ann Photography
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Securities offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC (NY,NY 212-314-4600) member 
FINRA/SIPC (Equitable Financial Advisors in MI & TN). Investment advisory products and 
services offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC, an SEC registered investment advisor. 
Beacon Wealth Partners is not a registered investment advisor and is not owned or operated 
by Equitable Advisors or Equitable Network.

973-667-8650

Guiding your path to 
financial success

As a full-service platinum firm within Equitable Advisors 
focusing on wealth management, our goal is to provide a 
high level of value to our clients through sound and 
objective strategies. 

Michael S. Cocco, CFP®, ChFC® 
Managing Partner
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
mcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com

Salvatore Cocco, Jr. CLU 
Founding Partner, Financial Consultant 
scocco@beaconwealthpartners.com 

Daniel Cocco, CPFA 
Partner, Financial Consultant 
dcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com

www.BeaconWealthPartners.com

➢ Investment Management     
➢ Retirement Planning 
➢ Estate Planning Strategies
➢ Health & Life Insurance

➢ 401k & Pension Plans 
➢ Group Benefits Plans
➢ Long-Term Care  
➢ College Funding  

we are to the parks, our friends, and how 
welcoming and supportive our neighbors 
are,” Gianna said. “We all shared our phone 
numbers and if something seems off, like 
losing electricity or having low water pres-
sure, we check to see if anyone else has the 
same issue. We always keep an eye on each 
other’s homes in case something seems fishy 
or when one of us are away on vacation.”

Luciana is already making friends in the 
neighborhood, just like her parents did when 
they were in elementary school, but she is 
starting a bit younger.

“To the left of us lives a little boy who 
comes to the fence and brings her flowers,” 
Gianna said. “And the little girl to the right 
of our house leaves rocks with messages on 
them for her. It’s the sweetest thing.”

In between Joe’s career, Gianna growing her practice and 
providing therapy, Luciana having fun, and Charlee being 
delightful, the family does all those things that make each 
moment count.

“I enjoy taking pictures and making videos as well as 
making cupcake cakes for friends and family,” Gianna said. 
“As Luciana gets older, I’m sure we will all be involved in 
whatever activities she chooses!”

As parents, Joe and Gianna have a little bit of a dilemma.
“My husband and I are both left-handed and we believe 

our daughter is going to be right-handed,” Gianna said. 
“That means teaching her how to do things right-handed 
should be fun!”

And that will all be written—either left-handed or right-
handed—in the next chapters in the tale of the Petrillo family. 
But for now, Joe, Gianna, Luciana, and Charlee are taking 
their once upon a time one day at a time. ■
We are always looking for fascinating residents to feature in 
Nutley Neighbors. If you are interested in being included or 
would like to nominate one of your neighbors please email 
jcorey@bestversionmedia.com.

1. Community events
2. Small town feel
3. All the parks!
4. Franklin Ave. as center of town 

(not every town has one)
5. All the pizzerias

5 Things the 
Petrillo Family 
Loves About 
Nutley

Moving Forward 
MADE EASY

CATHY KELLY Broker/Salesperson

CENTURY 21 AWARD  
210 FRANKLIN AVENUE, NUTLEY

(973) 661-3808 Office (201) 232-8583 Cell
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Annie Oakley Day  
By David Wilson

Nutley History

The Nutley Park Oval has been the venue for many 
community events over the years, but none can rival 
an all-day program starting with a parade and ending 

with a death defying forty-foot dive into 17 inches of 
water. Envisioned as a Labor Day event for local folks who 
stayed home but wanted to celebrate and be entertained, 
Annie Oakley Day did not disappoint. Ticket sales were 
over 7,500, necessitating the reusing of ticket stubs three 
or four times. The kick-off parade was a grand display of 
local organizations, bands, horses, wagons, and western 
entertainers. Local children rode their home-built wagons 
along the "Franklin Trail." Jim and Barbara Braun won first 
place with their covered wagon.

The stands were filled for the “showdeo”, a display of 
rodeo skills, steer wrangling, and trick riding. Lorry Algieri 
won the title of Miss Annie Oakley and a horse. Marion Kiwor 
was chosen "Little Miss Sure Shot." Ann A. Troy was recog-
nized as the one who most perpetuated the memory of 
Annie Oakley. Amazingly, this program, a joint effort of the 
Commissioners, Jaycees, Kiwanis, and local businesses, only 
existed for two years, 1966 and 1967. Take notice of the com-
mittee members who made it all happen 55 years ago. ■

David Wilson is the author of Fire in Our Lives, a book 
containing stories, experiences, and advice from his forty-
year career in public safety. Available at Amazon, Barnes & 
Noble and Google Play.

Start of Oakley Day 
parade in the Oval

Oakley Day parade 
1966 calf roping 

Call 973-667-5451 today, 
for a no-obligation quote!

NANCY DELIMA
Your Local Agent | License 9730155
141 Franklin Avenue
Nutley, NJ 07110-3077
ndelima@farmersagent.com
www.farmersagent.com/ndelima

973-667-5451
Nancy DeLima
Your Local Agent | License 9730155

141 FRANKLIN AVE
NUTLEY, NJ 071103077
ndelima@farmersagent.com

Coverage to live 
the life you want
• • AutoAuto  • • HomeHome  • • LifeLife  • • BusinessBusiness
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Nutley author and longtime resident, 
Eileen Groome, tells a delightful 
story about food and friendships 

across generations. In Mabel Menichetti 
Makes the Best Spaghetti, meatball chef 
extraordinaire, Mabel Menichetti, and 
Puddin, her friend and enthusiastic young 
assistant, cook up some life lessons in the 
kitchen.

These bite-sized nuggets about diversity 
are just the right size for young readers 4-8 
years old. But perhaps the sweetest part 
of this story is that Mabel and Puddin are 
based on real people.

“When I was growing up, Mabel lived upstairs in our 
two-family home,” Eileen said. “She was of Italian descent, 
and every week she would make her delicious spaghetti and 
meatballs. She was always so kind and patient. She lovingly 
called me Puddin and made me feel special.”

And just like Puddin in the story, young Eileen waited 
each week for ‘Spaghetti Day’ to come. “I would run up the 
long staircase to help her make her masterpiece. At least, I 
thought I was helping.”

In the book, the pair’s friendship grows even more after 
Puddin’s mom can’t help for Gourmet 
Diversity Day and Puddin asks Mabel 
instead.

“I wanted the book to celebrate how our 
differences make us special,” Eileen said. 
“Puddin, her friends, and the readers learn 
about different cultures through food which 
brings everyone closer together.”

“My illustrator, Zoe Saunders, has written 
and illustrated several books for children. 
We were always on the same page and 
had a great connection during this crazy 
and wonderful process. I can’t thank her 
enough for bringing my story to life with 
her beautiful illustrations.”

NEW LOCATION!  

86 Centre st · nutley

HOURS W-F 10-5 SAT 10-3

973-667-8628
WWW.TRIOJEWELERS.COM

Providing Quality 
Merchandise & 

Finest Service for 
Almost 40 Years!

CUSTOM DESIGNS & REPAIRS BY OUR EXPERT ON-SITE JEWELER

Trio JEWELERS

Mabel Menichetti Makes the Best Spaghetti  
By Joyce Corey

While the book’s inspiration came from her own child-
hood, the motivation to write it comes from a child in the 
present: the author’s granddaughter, Maggie. “One day she 
said, ‘Nana, are you ever going to finish your book?’ That's 
when I knew I had to follow my dream and finish what I 
started.”

At a story time at Barnes and Noble in Clifton, Eileen and 
Maggie shared the story of Mabel Menichetti Makes the Best 
Spaghetti.

“As a retired preschool teacher, I was in my element,” 
Eileen said. “Maggie, who was my inspiration 
for writing the book, sat by my side as I read 
my story. It makes me so happy to know how 
much she loves to read.”

And we’re all happy to know that Eileen has 
plans for her next book.

“I am currently writing The Murphys’ Big City 
Adventure,” she said.

I’m sure it will be the perfect next course to 
Mabel Menichetti’s best spaghetti! ■

Mabel Menichetti Makes the Best Spaghetti 
is available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 
It’s also in the Children’s Department at the 
Nutley Public Library.

Nutley Authors 

Eileen and her granddaughter, Maggie
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Community Events

The Nutley Jaycees Distinguished Service Awards is 
Nutley’s oldest and most prestigious awards program. 

■ Educator of the Year  Jainine Gambaro has worked tire-
lessly for 35 years with Nutley’s grade school children as 
an elementary school teacher, a teacher of speech arts and 
dramatics, as well as a nursery schoolteacher. At Radcliffe 
Elementary School, she has served as Library Media 
Specialist, Literacy Coach and, in 2013, was selected District 
Teacher of the Year.

Jainine also devotes time as an Elder and lay preacher 
with the Franklin Reformed Church. She is a singer, song-
writer, and member of Doorjam, the house band of Franklin 
Reformed Church.
■ Outstanding Young Adult  John V. Kelly III is Nutley’s 
Commissioner of Public Affairs and an Army veteran. 
He served on the Nutley Family Service Bureau Board 
of Directors, the Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade 
Committee, and the John V. Kelly Memorial Foundation.

As Commissioner, he oversees a wide range of health-re-
lated areas that impact the Nutley community, focusing on 
improving physical and mental well-being. The department 
has assisted many veterans and senior citizens, and deals with 
complex matters that arise addressing women’s issues and 
cultural inclusion. He resurrected the CARE Committee, which 
helps vulnerable Nutley citizens get assistance when needed.
■ Public Health and Safety Award  Nutley’s Public Health 
Nurse Supervisor, Patricia Cruz, RN, BSN is honored this year 
for her outstanding work dealing with community health 
issues, and especially during the recent Covid-19 pandemic.

Patty helps her fellow citizens by working with the home-
less, managing individuals with hoarding issues, and finding 
employment for her female nurses. She has done extensive 
public speaking on a variety of health-related topics.

Patty is deeply religious and takes her healthcare 

NUTLEY JAYCEES 2023 

Distinguished Service 
Award Winners

knowledge and skills into her church by volunteering to 
assist the drug-addicted and homeless. She spends many 
hours as an Elder, teaching Sunday school, and being 
involved in youth and women’s ministry.       
■ Civic Affairs Award  The Reverend Pamela Bakal began 
her current position as Rector of Grace Episcopal Church in 
Nutley in 1997 and is also a priest in the Diocese of Newark 
Episcopal Church.

She serves as a member on the Board of Directors of The 
Community School in Nutley, the Nutley Senior Manor, the 
Nutley Clergy Fellowship, Board of Trustees of Offender Aid 
and Restoration, and the prison ministry committee of the 
Diocese of Newark.

Her community service extends to Habitat for Humanity, 
the Blessing of Animals and Motorcycles, Vincent Church 
Care Kitchen, and more.
■ Business Man of the Year  Frank “Frankie Fender” Turano 
Jr. is a lifelong resident of Nutley. Coming from a family 
with a military background, he donates a portion from the 
sales in his business to local veteran programs. Frankie was 
awarded the first Military Civilian Appreciation Award from 
the AMVETS National Service Foundation.

An accomplished writer, Frankie's articles have been in 
Nutley Neighbors magazine and he has four unpublished 
books. He is active with the Nutley American Little League, 
Nutley UNICO, Nutley Chamber of Commerce, and is a 
trustee for the Nutley Family Service Bureau. ■

By David Wilson

Dr. Steven Clarke, John V. Kelly III, Rev. Pamela Bakal, Patty Cruz, Jainine 
Gambaro, Frank Turano, Walt Smith  Photo credit: David Wilson 

Ligresti 
DERMATOLOGY

General & Cosmetic 
Dermatology Serving Adult 

& Pediatric Patients 

• Surgical Procedures

• Cosmetic Services

• Botox/Dysport

• Dermal Fillers  
   Restylane

175 Franklin Avenue, Suite 103 
(1st floor) Nutley, NJ 

Look Great  
Feel Great

• Skin Care Products

• Advanced  
  Allergy Testing

• Microdermabrasion

• Chemical Peels

(973) 759-6569     
LigrestiDermatology.com
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The Community
School in Nutley

Infant Toddler Program
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program
10 St. Paul’s Place

Celebrating 50 Years of Quality Care and
Education for Young Children!

For further information:
www.communityschoolnutleynj.com

Email: csnutley@optonline.net
973-661-0789

• Serving children 3 mos.
through 5 yrs.

• State Licensed
• Experienced & Certified Staff
• Research Based Creative
Curriculum Program

• Individual Classrooms
• Participating in Grow NJ
Kids

• Music, Yoga & Movement
Weekly

• Summer Program

• Serving children 3 mos.—5 yrs. • Experienced & Certified Staff  
• Individual Classrooms • Art, Music, Yoga & Movement Weekly
• Using Creative Curriculum, a research based program  
• State Licensed• Participating in Grow NJ Kids• Summer Program 

    For further information:  

www.communityschoolnutleynj.com
Email: csnutley@optonline.net

Celebrating over 50 years!

4-Star Rating 
from Grow  

NJ Kids

Infant Toddler Program
200 Highfield Lane

973-667-5446
Full Day Program

100 Vincent Place

973-661-0789
NR-0004215639-01

Charity Spotlight

Sunil Advaney, Nutleyite and 
vice president of Act of 
Humanity, shares information 

about a new project the nonprofit 
launched on October 24, 2022.

“In memory of our mother, 
Veneeta Advaney, we started a 
scholarship fund in her name. 
Our goal is to help students who 
need financial aid for their edu-
cation and thereby open a path 
toward their success. By giving 
students access to resources, networks, and education, we 
aim to transform the lives of those who receive them.”

The goal of the scholarship fund is to provide long term 
support for high achieving, low-income, first-gen students 
ready to commence on a career path. Primarily, the fund will 
provide education scholarships between $500 to $5000 per 
year. Scholarship funds could be utilized to support the cost 
of tuition, books, or the purchase of a laptop. Recipients will 
also be assigned a committed college-educated mentor, 
equipped to guide that young person on their journey to 
college graduation.

Veneeta Advaney passed away in September 2022. Sunil’s 
brother, Suraj Advaney, is president of Act of Humanity.

This nonprofit charitable organization is dedicated to 
helping people in need. With the support of generous con-
tributors and volunteers, they aspire to help the poorest 
communities that are affected by poverty, disasters, or other 
misfortunes. ■
For more information about Act of Humanity and the 
Veneeta Advaney Scholarship Fund, visit at www.
actofhumanity.org and www.actofhumanity.org/
the-veneeta-advaney-scholarship-fund

Act of Humanity 
Creates a 
Scholarship Fund  
By Joyce Corey

Nutley, New Jersey 
Phone (973) 562-0079 • Fax (973) 562-0075

KimberleyDonohoeEsq@verizon.net

General practice 
specializing in:
•  Special Needs
•  Real Estate 

and Municipal 
Court Matters

•  Estate Planning & 
Administration

You can trust in over 
20 years experience 
in handling 
guardianship cases 
for young adults 
through the elderly.

Kimberley A. Donohoe
• AT TORNEY AT L AW •

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Renee Friscia, Agent
146 Franklin Avenue
Nutley, NJ  07110
Bus: 973-667-6600
www.nutleyinsurance.com
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Your Community Funeral Home
Professional, Compassionate Service 24 Hours a day, 365 Days a year

*Participant in the NJ Prepaid* Funeral Trust Fund

John F. Brown
Manager

License No. 2633

267 Centre Street
Nutley, NJ 07110
www.swbrownandson.com
(973) 667-0875

3 Key Ingredients 
to Growing a Small 
Business Contributed by Michael Stefanelli

Expert Contributor

BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS is a huge undertaking, 
but a rewarding challenge for entrepreneurs. Many of our 
advertisers know what it’s like to work long nights and 
weekends to make it as small business owners. We want to 
position you for success so you can continue supporting 
your family, friends, and community. Let’s look at three of the 
key ingredients to small business growth:

1 
CONSISTENT BRANDING   It goes without saying that 
branding your business to potential customers is import-
ant for new and sustainable growth. Print and digital 

advertising are both fantastic ways to connect with potential 
customers in our area, and they pair together nicely to create 
a dynamic marketing approach. Find a mix that works for your 
business and start spreading the good word across multiple 
targeted platforms.

Sponsoring industry specific, content is one of the best 
ways to create brand recognition and become the go-to 
source in your industry. With local magazines, our readers 
have the opportunity to learn valuable insights every month 

from our expert contributors. These are doctors, real 
estate professionals, home repair experts, and many more. 
Become the local voice of your industry by branding your 
business through original contact and watch your business 
grow in the community.

2 STRONG VALUES  Small businesses are so import-
ant to the communities we serve. As a small business 
owner, you’re not just a storefront, you’re the back-

bone of the local economy and make up a huge part of each 
town’s unique and special charm. Leverage your value as a 
small business owner and situate yourself as the best alter-
native to supporting big box stores and national chains. 
Lean into your small business identity and show the neigh-
borhood how your values differ from the competition. 
Customers are always eager to support the establishments 
that are making a difference in our community.

3COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  Become an active 
leader in the community to build rapport and trust 
with those who call your neighborhood home. Attend 

networking events, join the local Chamber of Commerce, 
or set up a dinner with other small business owners in the 
area. It’s a fantastic way to meet new people who could have 
new and innovative solutions to share that’ll fuel your future 
growth. You might even meet your next customer! ■
Are you interested in becoming a sponsor or expert  
contributor in our local publication? Contact Michael Stefanelli 
to learn more about branding your business in the community.  
mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com 973-277-7301
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Each month, members of DISH! The Monday Night 
Cookbook Club meet at the Nutley Public Library 
to sample each other’s recipes, discuss cooking 

techniques, and share stories and cultures.
I wanted to get the dish on DISH! so I dropped into the 

June 5th meeting.
I had read about the group, but after being there, I now 

fully appreciate why so many people enjoy this adventure in 
the culinary arts.

When the members arrived, they immediately began 
talking about their recipes and wondering if everyone would 
like what they made.

The meeting began with Library Director Michelle Albert 
talking about the monthly book—The Mediterranean Dish 
by Suzy Karadsheh. Everyone spoke about the recipe they 
chose from the featured cookbook; some went with a simple 

 Nutley Community

The Dish on Dish!   
By Linda Buset recipe while others chose something 

more complex.
Then it was time to eat.  Everyone 

had the opportunity to taste each dish, 
and they were all delightful. Interesting 
discussions followed as questions 
about the recipes were asked and 
answered.

Michelle Albert started this cookbook club in January 
2019 and since then, the gatherings have flourished into five 
years of flavors, friendship, and culinary adventures. ■

DISH! The Monday Night Cookbook Club is sponsored by 
Friends of the Nutley Public Library and meets the first Monday 
of each month except during July and August. New members 
are always welcome! Register and join in the adventure which 
will begin again on September 11. Additional information can 
be found at: www.nutleypubliclibrary.org/dish-cookbook-club

Joe Isabella, Loan Officer
NMLS #347880

973.960.1000
jisabella@njlenders.com

 Use Nutley’s 
Hometown

Loan Ocer!

Are you looking to 
Buy or Refinance?

Photo credit: Library Director Michelle Albert
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It is a delicious way to socialize and to sample each 
other's recipes, talk about a variety of cooking 
techniques, share stories of a particular region, 

and discuss chefs and their cooking styles. Cookbooks are 
some of the most highly circulated nonfiction items, so it is not 
surprising that cookbook clubs have emerged to be some of 
the most well attended programs at public libraries across the 
nation. Since members have a wide range of backgrounds and 
personal preferences, conversations often lead to discussions 
about nutrition, gardening, local eateries, and markets.”  
 — MICHELLE ALBERT

‘‘
I joined DISH! right from the start, although at first 
I thought ‘I’m not doing that!’ I am not good at 
potlucks, but when I realized that we are all making 

something for the first time from the same book, it would be 
fun—no judgement! And it is amazing! We enjoy delicious 
meals, great company, and learn a lot!”   
 — DOROTHY HUEY, President of Friends
‘‘

The club has been rewarding for our participants 
on so many levels…good fun, good food, good 
learning, and making good friends. We share 

recipes, where to find ingredients for our dishes, along with 
the best new gadgets around.  It gets no better than this.”  
 — MARGIT RADEMACHER‘‘

I love DISH! because I love to cook—and especially 
bake—for people.  This is a great way to meet  
new people, broaden your cooking and  

baking horizons, learn new ways to do things, and find out 
about great places to shop for interesting ingredients.  
Thanks to Friends for supporting the group.”  
 — LORRAINE LOMBARDI
‘‘
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Creativity Abounds at the 
Nutley Public Library!
By Marisa Treglio, Librarian,  
Reference & CYA Departments

Library Corner

There are many opportunities for our patrons to let their 
imaginations run wild with the programs and resources 
available through the library.  Our younger patrons 

have always enjoyed participating in arts and crafts at the 
library. In the last few years, we have expanded our offerings 
to include classes for adult patrons as well. In addition, 
we are always adding instructional materials and online 
resources to our collection to accommodate crafters of all 
interests and experience levels.

For many adults, it has been years since they have had the 
opportunity to be artistic. Adult arts and crafts programs at 
the library are a chance for our patrons to explore their cre-
ativity in a welcoming space. Classes are guided by our 
librarians, but attendees have the freedom to use their imag-
inations with their final product as well. There are no wrong 
answers in art!

Some of our recent monthly offerings have included 
jewelry making, paint pouring, Perler bead designs, and 
various crafts using the Cricut cutting machine. As we head 
into the fall, look for events like these and more on our cal-
endar, available at www.nutleypubliclibrary.org.

If an in-person class doesn’t fit your schedule, check out 
the library’s new digital craft education hub, Creativebug. 
This service offers online classes, videos, and instructions 
for everything from painting to sewing to baking and more. 
There are over a thousand projects online and more are 
added every month. Access Creativebug from the library’s 
website, under the Digital Library tab. Have your library card 
handy as you will need to log in with that number.

Kanopy and hoopla are digital resources for crafters of 
all ages as well. Hoopla has e-books and videos for both 
children and adults on all types of crafting such as photogra-
phy, watercolors, quilting, and more. Kanopy features videos 
from series like Sewing Essentials, Woodworking Essentials, 
and National Quilters Circle. Like Creativebug, you can find 
links to these resources under the Digital Library tab on the 
library’s website. You will be prompted to sign in with your 
library card number, and each service allows you to borrow 
six titles per month, for a total of twelve. Please let a librarian 
know if you need help navigating the site or signing up.

Sometimes there’s nothing like a good old-fashioned book 
or DVD, and the library’s physical collection is growing as well. 
In the last few months, we have acquired books on needle 
felting, linotype, sewing, cross-stitch, and candlemaking, to 
mention a few. We also have DVDs, like the popular Startup 
Library, on topics such as knitting, sewing, and crochet. We are 
always looking for more good crafting books to expand our 
collection, so let a librarian know if you have suggestions! ■
For registration, programming information, and times, 
please visit www.nutleypubliclibrary.org and the Nutley 
Public Library’s Facebook page.

Lily is a recent preschool 
graduate with a very 
colorful masterpiece to 

show off at her art show! Her 
vibrant butterfly picture brings 
lots of happiness to everyone 
who sees it and is a wonderful 
representation of her flying into 
a new school year.

George is an 8-year-old who 
loves drawing and soccer. He 
combined these two hobbies 
in an impressive drawing of his 
favorite soccer player, Cristiano 
Ronaldo. It’s fun to see how 
sports and arts came together in 
his work.

Evelyn got super creative and made some awesome 
bright pieces when she attended Pretty Handy for camp. 
Full of unicorns, rainbows, and her favorite colors, these 
crafty pieces will bring lots of 
smiles to everyone who sees 
them on display.

Brendan proudly displays his 
art because it was a gift from the 
heart. He painted this beautiful 
pot as a gift for Mother’s Day. 
This is such a sweet way to show 
his mom how special she is 
and a great way to express his 
creativity. ■
Michelle Palmer is the author of 
a children’s book,  
Brinco Finds His Way Home, 
which is available at Amazon  
and Pretty Handy in Nutley.

A Summer Splashed with 
with Arts & Crafts By Michelle Palmer

Kids Corner

Lily and her beautiful butterfly             Art made from the heart

Sports and arts masterpiece

Pretty art made at Pretty Handy
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Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Tues.
Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Thurs.
Early Morning Walking Club
@Public Affairs/Health Dept., 
149 Chestnut St.
The walk will take place 
every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning. Walkers will meet 
outside the Department of 
Public Affairs and Health build-
ing. Participants should be 
aware that the walk will be kept 
at a brisk pace for approxi-
mately 3 miles. Registration is 
preferred, but not mandatory.
Time: 6:30am
For more information contact 
Donna Feaster at dfeaster@
nutleynj.org or 973-284-4976. 
Registration link can be found 
at www.nutleynj.org/calendar

Aug. 4, Fri.
Summer Music: Event Horizon
@Brookdale Park, Watchung 
Ave., Bloomfield
The Essex County Free 
Summer Music Concert series 
offers a diverse lineup of per-
formers who will take center 
stage throughout the historic 
park system. Pack a blanket, 
enjoy the cool evening breeze, 
and dance to the sounds of 
summer.
Time: 7:30pm
For more information visit 
www.essexcountyparks.org/
parks/brookdale-park/calendar

Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25, Fri.
Moms Healing Together: All 
Recovery Meeting
@virtual event
Join for a safe space to discuss 

the challenges of recovery, 
pregnancy, and parenting. All 
Recovery Meetings are facili-
tated by trained and certified 
IFPR Peer Recovery Specialists 
and provide social support 
for those seeking or maintain-
ing recovery, as well as family 
members, friends, and support-
ers of those who have been 
influenced by substance use.
Time: 10am
For more information and 
other All Recovery meeting 
times visit www.rwjbh.org/
events

Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27, Sun.
Nutley Farmers Market
@Municipal Parking Lot 7, 1 
Franklin Terr.
Now in its 14th season, the 
outdoor Nutley Farmers Market 
features delicious local foods 
and goods, live music, special 
events, and a weekly walking 
group.
Time: 9am-2pm
For more information 
visit www.nutleynj.org/
farmersmarket

Aug. 12, Sat.
Buzzfest
@Essex County Environmental 
Center, Garibaldi Hall, 621-B 
Eagle Rock Ave., Roseland
For all ages. Have you ever 
wondered how honey goes 
from hive to jar? Come join 
local beekeepers and see a real 
hive! You’ll even get a sample 
taste. Learn about bees, their 
current challenges, and how 
we can help. Make-and-take 

bee crafts and activity stations 
included. Choose to book from 
one of four time slots.
Time: 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm
Cost: $15 per participant 
(includes a take-away item)
For more information and to 
register visit https://essex-
countyparks.org/facilities/
environmental-center/calendar
 
Sept. 6, Wed.
Essex County Parks 
Photography Contest Deadline
@Essex County Environmental 
Center, 621-B Eagle Rock Ave., 
Roseland
The purpose of this contest is 
to highlight the best of what 
the Essex County Parks System 
has to offer its many residents 
year-round. Anyone with a 
camera is invited and encour-
aged to submit photos that 
capture a part of your visit to 
the Essex County Parks System.
For more information, 

rules, and regulations call 
973-228-8776 or visit www.ess-
excountyparks.org

Sept. 10, Sun.
The Garden Party | Nutley 
Family Service Bureau
@Mountsier-Hardie Garden, 
205 Rutgers Place
Soak in the ambience, listen to 
music, sip wine, sample deli-
cious foods, and experience 
a delightful event. Proceeds 
enable NFSB to carry out its 
mission to strengthen the 
emotional and social well-be-
ing of individuals and families 
through affordable mental 
health counseling and social 
service programs.
Time: 4-7pm
Cost: $75 per ticket; $85 at the 
door
For more information visit 
www.nutleyfamily.org/
the-garden-party/

Moscara Realty

165 FRANKLIN AVENUE NUTLEY 

www.MoscaraRealtors.com

Family Owned Business since 1955

With this 
ad get a 

No 
obligation. 

Do You Know the Value of Your Home? 

COMPLIMENTARY MARKET ANALYSIS

Member 
NUTLEY 

Chamber of 
Commerce

Your Hometown 
Realtor for 60 Years

“Its Not Just 
Business, 

Its Personal.” 

   973.667.1732

Sports and arts masterpiece

Pretty art made at Pretty Handy
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Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D.
187 Washington Ave. 

Suite 1B • Nutley

CT Scan Guided Dental • Implant Placement
Extractions • Wisdom Teeth • Joint Disorders (TMJ)
Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting • Facial & Oral Trauma
Treatment of Tongue Tie • Facial & Oral Pathology

Surgical Orthodontics (Exposure of Impacted Teeth)
Surgical Endodontics (Apicoectomy)

www.EchoOralSurgery.com

On Call For Emergencies - 24 Hours A Day

~We Accept Most Dental Insurances~

973.667.5844
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A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley
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0526

251 Washington Ave. 
Nutley

www.DandLAutomotiveNJ.comComplete 
 Automotive Services
Emission Repair Facility
Brakes • Tires
Batteries • Electrical

Oil Changes
Electronic Computer 
Diagnostics

Shocks & Struts
Front End Specialist
Mufflers & Exhaust

Classic Cars 
Welcome NJ State 

INSpectIoN FacIlIty

D&L AUTOMOTIVE
Foreign & Domestic  Repairs

Established 1974

(973) 667-4688
D&L

Searching For  
Your Dream Home?

Brandon Bossbaly 
Mortgage Loan Ofcer 

NMLS # 1990073 
bbossbaly@jerseymortgage.com 

551-655-0822 
    mortgage_boss 

Jersey Mortgage Company of New Jersey, Inc. (Jersey Mortgage) 511 South Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016. 800-342-6597. NMLS No. 
2761. Licensed by the New Jersey of Banking & Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker -- NYS Banking Department Services. Jersey Mortgage 
is an Equal Housing Opportunity Lender. Residential mortgage loans/home equity lines of credit are subject to the underwriting standards 
and independent approval of Jersey Mortgage. Rates, terms, and programs are subject to change without notice. Residential mortgage 
loans/home equity lines of credit may not be available in all states. Other restrictions may apply. Not an offer or commitment to lend.

CALL THE  
MORTGAGE BOSS!


