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Get it checked. It beats for your husband or wife, your children and grandchildren.  

It beats for your brothers and sisters, your friends and lovers. It beats for everyone who cares 

deeply about you. So please, get your heart checked. For them. For you. For more information 

and to make an appointment with one of New Jersey’s top cardiologists, visit rwjbh.org/heart.

Your heart doesn’t 
beat just for you.
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The End or Just the Finish Line?

December is a month I look forward to and also 
dread a little. On the happy side, it’s filled with 

holidays, but it also has that end of the year thing going 
on. It’s a time of reflection on all that has happened in 
the previous months, which causes nostalgia and a bit 
of sadness.

Auld Lang Syne seems to be on everyone’s playlist 
but how about trying the theme from Chariots of Fire 
instead this year?  I now see December as just the 
finish line and not the end.

In every issue of Nutley Neighbors, we bring you stories of 
people, events, and businesses in town. Each article is small glimpse into a family’s 
life or a view of an organization that impacts the community. Although the pages 
turn and the stories end, there is an ongoing sense of continuity.

Nutley, and everything that makes it an especially wonderful town, will continue 
beyond midnight of December 31. When we turn over the calendar page for 
2019, we are merely waving the starting flag for a new year.

I like that thought.
In these pages, meet the people who contribute to Nutley in our neighbor-

hoods, organizations, schools, and businesses. On the cover is Frank and Sheila 
Dauksis and son, Leo. They chose this town to raise their family and genuinely 
enjoy being here. They are also exceptional Nutley Neighbors.

We also have a couple articles inspired and written by residents. Christina 
Mosca appreciates the teachers in town and tells us about visiting her former fifth 
grade teacher, Miss Carpenter. Dorothy Huey, a relatively new member of Nutley 
Rotary, explains why she joined and how this group is committed to making a 
positive impact in this community. Mary Tenore shared a wonderful story about 
a childhood friendship her daughter had and an unusual series of events that 
brought the two young women together about 20 years later.

We sincerely appreciate when residents write articles about people, places, 
or events that are important to them. Please consider each page a look at some 
aspect of Nutley, whether past or present,  that brings us all together as 
neighbors.

We have all been through the year together, now it’s time 
to start another one. Let’s remember what has 
been done but don’t say good-bye.

Midnight on December 31 just marks a 
finish line; the next race is just about to start.

I’ll be listening to the song from Chariots of 
Fire and getting ready for another great year.
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       HOUSE

ENJOY PEACE 
& SERENITY

A SATISFYING SPA EXPERIENCE
• Skin Care • Body Massages  

• Eyelash Extensions • Manicure  
• Pedicure • Spa Package • Waxing

973.777.9784
1051 Bloomfield Ave. Clifton, NJ

Styertown Shopping Center, Lower Level

www.spalargohouse.com

24 Washington Ave. Nutley

(973) 235-0505

New 
American-Italian 

Restaurant

www.AmericanBistro.net

BistroAmerican

Wine Bar
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BEACON WEALTH PARTNERS, LLC
AXA ADVISORS, LLC
Michael S. Cocco, CFP®, ChFC® is a 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
professional with AXA Advisors, LLC  
where he provides Financial Planning, 

Investment Advice, and Insurance Planning for his clients.  Mike is a 
graduate of Penn State University.
Salvatore Cocco, Jr. CLU has been with Beacon Wealth Partners, LLC 
since 1995 and has practiced as a generalist in all disciplines of  
the financial planning services including Investment Planning,  
Retirement Planning, College Savings, and Insurance.  He is a 
1977 graduate of Seton Hall University and was inducted into their 
Entrepreneurial Hall of Fame.

FEMINO-DUCEY-QUELER 
ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
Orthopedic surgeons specializing in  
joint replacement, sports medicine and 
foot and ankle surgery. Each physician of 
FDQ is distinctively skilled in his area of 
expertise. Patients from as far as Europe 

and Asia have sought out Dr. Femino for hip and knee replacement 
surgery. Local sports teams rely on the expertise of Dr. Ducey to get them 
back on the playing field after injuries sideline them. Dr. Queler’s expertise 
treating the foot and ankle enables patients to become fully functional 
once again. 

INVESTORS HOME MORTAGE
Joe Isabella is a Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist 
(CMPS®).  He has been with Investors Home Mortgage 
since 2010 and is a Circle of Excellence Award winner. 
Since joining Investors, Joe has helped many families in 
Nutley and the surrounding area with their home financing 

needs. He was born and raised in Nutley and still resides in his home 
town. He is a graduate of both Nutley High School and Montclair State 
University. 

NEW JERSEY NATURAL FAMILY HEALTH 
Offers a detailed comprehensive plan of integrative 
therapies to restore wellness to the body, mind, and spirit. 
Their goal is to strengthen the immune system, provide 
optimal function of muscles and joints, and increase 
the body’s ability to address the daily stressors that can 

contribute to illness. Dr. Shannon DiCarlo, RN LAC DAOM develops an 
individual treatment plan for each patient using her in-depth knowledge of 
both Western Medicine, Eastern Medicine/Traditional Chinese Medicine, 
and a variety of integrative therapies.

THE CENTER FOR ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGERY AND IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D has been practicing Oral  
and Maxillofacial surgery in the area for over 20 
years. The Center for Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery & 
Implantology is committed to making every aspect of  

your care as pleasurable as possible. 

THE MICKLIN LAW GROUP
Offers more than 20 years of experience and focused 
legal representation to clients across New Jersey facing 
divorce, separation or other family law issues. They also 
provide comprehensive estate planning and probate 
services.

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, 
contact BVM at mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com; 
phone: (973) 277-7301

Expert Contributors

Family Owned & Operated Since 2003

372 Centre St. • Nutley
973-235-0937

www.NutleyDiner.com

Enjoy our extensive menu 
for breakfast, lunch & dinner 

24 hours a day
7 days a week in our cozy 
atmosphere or take out.

Visit our in house bakery
and full-service bar

NOTHING YOU WEAR  
IS MORE IMPORTANT  
THAN YOUR SMILE

Dr. Richard Tom D.M.D.
192 Chestnut St. Nutley, NJ 07110

www.rtdentalone.com
    973-667-2500
Mon: 10-5     Tues:  11-7
Wed:  9-5      Thurs: 12-8
Sat:  8-12  (*Select Sat Available)

• Dental Emergencies
• Same Day Appointments
• Several Insurances Accepted

DON’T NEGLECT YOURSELF 
OR YOUR LOVED ONES

Comfort

Attention

Quality Care

NEW PATIENT OFFER - LIMITED TIME ONLY
Basic Cleaning, Exam, 4 Bitewing Xrays
for $99 (Reg. $275)

*Our pleasure to extend this offer to immediate  
  family members.
*New patients only. No cash value.
*Insurance may cover. Additional services that may 
  be required beyond offer will be charged.
*Please mention offer when making appointment  
  and bring this ad at time of appointment.  

NEW PATIENT OFFER - LIMITED TIME ONLY
$3999 Invisalign  (Reg. $5750)

*Our pleasure to extend this offer to immediate  
  family members.
*New patients only. No cash value. Insurance may cover. 
*Valid only if no major dental problems/malocclusion 
  exist or have been addressed prior. Not all patients  
  may qualify for this offer.
*Please mention offer when making appointment  
  and bring this ad at time of appointment.  
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The Dauksis Family Leaves Room for Dessert 
By Joyce Corey  

Photographs by Randall Kenneth Photography

I f you ask Frank Dauksis what’s for 
dinner, he may consult the menu 

at the restaurant he owns, Michael’s 
Roscommon House in Belleville. If 
you ask his wife, Sheila, she may say 
a peanut butter sandwich, a glass of 
milk, and a bottle.

The difference, of course, is the 
diners. Frank’s Irish-American cuisine 
keeps a steady stream of patrons 
happy, while Sheila is planning meals 
for their son, Leo, who is three, and 
their newborn daughter, Riley.

To say that the Dauksis family is 
busy is an understatement, but they 
have a philosophy that keeps them 
grounded.

Frank said, “Our family motto is 
‘Work hard, play hard’ and because 
of that outlook, we do a lot and have 
a lot of fun along the way.”

The Dauksis family officially started 
in May 2015, when Frank and Sheila 
got married. “I met Sheila at Costco,” 
Frank said. Both had grown up in the 
nearby area; Frank went to Seton 
Hall Preparatory School and Sheila 
attended DePaul High School.

“When we started to look for a 
house, we knew we wanted to stay 
close to my family’s restaurant,” Frank 
said. “We found our house in the 
Spring Garden section almost by 
accident. I didn’t even know such a 
perfect neighborhood existed.”

Frank and Sheila have high praise 
for the town and their street. “It’s 
everything we ever wanted in a 
neighborhood,” Frank said. “There’s 
a ton of kids there who are Leo’s age. 
I almost feel like we are living in a 
Hallmark movie. Everyone waves and 

FEATURE STORY

Leo enjoying his favorite park: 
Yantacaw “Digger” Park
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366 Passaic Ave Nutley, NJ 07110 
(646) 422-9199 • njnaturalfamilyhealth@gmail.com

njnaturalfamilyhealth.com 

Our goal at New 
Jersey Natural Family 
Health is simple: 
to naturally relieve negative symptoms 
within the body, treat the underlying 
cause, and restore proper balance 
to maintain optimal health. Whether 
you are experiencing pain or other 
symptoms from a recent issue or a 
chronic illness, we can help. Combining 
her western medical knowledge with 
traditional Chinese Medicine, Dr. 
DiCarlo will develop a treatment plan 
to address any medical concern.

New Jersey 
Natural Family 
Health

 Dr. Shannon DiCarlo 
RN LAc DAOM 

• Acupuncture
• On-site Herbal 
 Pharmacy
• Nutrition and 
 Lifestyle Counseling
• Auriculotherapy 

Brad M. Micklin
Lead Attorney, 

Managing Member

 Contact our office for a 
Free Consultation

(973) 562-0100
187 Washington Ave Suite 2F • Nutley

is friendly. At Christmas, we all 
decorate our houses and the 
children love it. There is a nos-
talgic 1950s feel to where we 
live. It’s amazing.”

They moved in on September 
1, 2017 and had probably one 
of the best meet-and-greets 
ever. “The week after we moved 
in, the neighborhood had their 
annual block party,” Frank said. 
“We were introduced to all the 
neighbors, had a great time, 
and felt really welcomed.”

Meeting people and sharing 
stories over good food has 
always been part of Frank’s 
world. “My family owned 
the restaurant, Michael’s 
Roscommon House, for 36 
years. I started working there 
when I was five,” he said. “When 
my dad died, I was 17, so my 
mom and I ran the restaurant. 
She retired a few years ago. 
Our goal remains the same: good food and an ‘at home’ 
appeal.”

Working at the restaurant is challenging with long hours. 
“We are very busy there from the start of football season to 

St. Patrick’s Day,” Frank said.
The restaurant features Irish-

American cuisine and Frank is 
pleased to say that he represented 
the Irish as the Grand Marshal 
in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
2017. “I was the youngest Grand 
Marshal ever chosen,” he said.

He is a member of the Nutley 
Irish American Alliance which is a 
group that supports the commu-
nity in many ways, one of which is 
organizing the parade in town.

Family is important to Frank and 
Sheila and one of the ways they 
relax is at their shore home in Long 
Beach Island. “We spend about 
three nights a week there during 
the summer,” he said.

Another way they spend family 
time is on Sundays. “That’s the day 
we all have dinner together,” he 
said. “Both sets of grandparents 
come over and it’s a special time 
for us.”

Not only do Frank and Sheila love their Nutley neigh-
borhood, but Leo is enjoying several activities. “Right now, 
he is in Pre-K at Spring Garden School,” Frank said. “He 
was in the recreation department’s soccer program which 

Leo’s third birthday
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We Take Pride in Your Care 
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip  
and knee replacement surgeries using mini-
mally invasive techniques and routinely  
performs partial knee replacements as an 
outpatient procedure. 
Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic proce-
dures to knees, shoulders and hips as well 
as performs shoulder replacement surgery, 
anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction, 
articular cartilage surgery and patellofem-
oral realignment. 
Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treat-
ment of foot and ankle disorders including 
ankle arthritis, flatfoot deformity and 
bunion deformity, and performs arthroscopy 
and arthroplasty of the ankle. 

 Femino-Ducey-Queler Orthopaedic Group 
45 Franklin Avenue 

Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
973/751-0111  ♦  femino-duceyorthopaedics.com 

FEMINO-DUCEY-QUELER ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
45 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • (973) 751-0111 • femino-duceyorthopaedics.com

 We Take Pride in Your Care
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip and 
knee replacement surgeries using minimally 
invasive techniques and routinely performs 
partial knee replacements as an outpatient 
procedure. 

Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic 
procedures to knees, shoulders and hips 
as well as performs shoulder replacement 
surgery, anterior cruciate ligament 
reconstruction, articular cartilage surgery and 
patellofemoral realignment. 

Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treatment 
of foot and ankle disorders including ankle 
arthritis, flatfoot deformity and bunion 
deformity, and performs arthroscopy and 
arthroplasty of the ankle. 

Payment Plans Available Regardless of Insurance Status

was a lot of fun for him and us. His games were usually 
scheduled in the afternoon when the temperature was in 
the 90s. But the kids had a great time and no one even 
noticed the weather. Another favorite activity is going to 
the Nutley library with Sheila.”

Leo, and the rest of his family, love the parks in Nutley. 
“He has names for each park,” Frank said. “He calls 
Yantacaw ‘digger park’ because of the work they were 
doing on the bridge. Kingsland Park is called ‘tree park’ 
which is pretty accurate.”

He is also very excited to be a big brother to his new 
sister, Riley. (At the time of this writing the Dauksis family 
is waiting for her arrival in mid-November.)

The birth of their second child carries with it the happi-
ness every parent feels, but for Frank and Sheila, there is 
an added layer of joy.

“My wife is a breast cancer survivor,” Frank said. “She 
was diagnosed with breast cancer only one week prior to 
giving birth to Leo in 2015. Because of this, since we’ve 
moved into Nutley, she’s become a proud member of 
the Nutley Thriving Survivors Group, an organization for 
breast cancer survivors who live or work in Nutley. We 
also organize a 5k Breast Cancer Awareness Walk from 
my restaurant which we created while Sheila was going 
through chemotherapy treatments in 2015. All of the 
money we’ve ever raised goes directly to help current 
breast cancer patients with mounting medical bills.”

Life for the Dauksis family is definitely busy, but fun, 
family, hope and happiness are always on the menu.

We are always looking for fascinating residents 
to feature in Nutley Neighbors. If you are 
interested in being included or would like to 
nominate one of your neighbors please email  
jcorey@bestversionmedia.com

 

Five Things the  
Dauksis Family Loves 
about Nutley

1. Parks
2. Old-time 
neighborhood feel
3. Center of town shops 
and stores
4. Schools
5.  All of the many 
activities for the families 
and children
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cannot be combined with any other offers
Expires 1/31/19

375 Centre St.
 Nutley NJ 

973-932-3151

Acupuncture in network 
w/Horizon BCBS, Cigna & 

United Healthcare

www.alternativebodyworks.com

30% OFF
ANY
MASSAGE

Leonora DiLauro-Ragab
SALES ASSOCIATE

m: 973-289-6013
o: 973-783-7400
e: leonora@kw.com
Keller Williams Realty
237 Lorraine Ave.
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043

#1  
Real Estate 

Company in 
America 

Because YOU 
are #1 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS 

My Rotary 
Journey  
By Dorothy Huey

When we answered the knock 
on our front door, Barbara 

Hirsch and Bob Peters were there 
with a surprise for us: Nutley 
Rotary had named our son Tyler 
as their 2012 Rotary Scholar and 
granted him a generous college 
scholarship! That personal touch, 
as well as the honor, was a special 
Rotary moment.

Over the next few years, I 
thought about joining Nutley 
Rotary, but it wasn’t until I met 
Barbara Hirsch at the Nutley 
Farmers Market Civic Pride Day 
that I started to discover how 
amazing Rotary is.

I learned that Rotary is a service 
organization which provides 
help for the community and the 
world through small and large 
projects. Nutley Rotarians are 
people of action who had a part 
in two water projects in Mexico and Africa! That’s when I 
decided to join, as I have a big interest in helping with the 
water crisis in the world.

Locally, we donate a Camp Merry Heart campership 
for a Nutley youth, sponsor a Little League team, offer 
college scholarships and, most recently, our new member 
John Monaco spearheaded our first annual car show, 
benefitting Nutley police and firefighters.

Rotary has six focus areas: promoting peace, fight-
ing disease, providing clean water, saving mothers and 
children, supporting education, and growing local econo-
mies. Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for over 
30 years, and our goal of ridding the earth of this disease 
is close to being achieved. We started in 1979 with vac-
cinations for six million children in the Philippines. Today, 

Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan 
are the only countries where polio 
remains endemic, with only 22 
cases in 2017.

There is so much going on in 
Rotary, so, as a new member, I 
attend as many events as pos-
sible, including Leadership and 
District Assembly and social 
events such as our New Teacher 
Welcome Dinner at the Nutley 
Library, the installation dinner 
at Nanina’s in the Park, and the 
President’s Ball at Mayfair Farms.

One of my favorite things to do 
with Rotary is Dictionary Day; we 
visit public and private elemen-
tary schools in town and deliver 
a special gift to all the third grad-
ers—a paperback dictionary! 
They are so joyful and excited to 
receive this gift and eagerly look 
up words, United States pres-
idents, sign language, Braille 
charts and more!

Since joining Rotary, I have par-
ticipated in several projects. We 
created a butterfly garden at the 
Nutley Public Library in memory of 

Grace Viola, and will have a ceremony there announcing 
this soon.

In honor of World Water Day, we cleaned up Nichols 
Park, which raised our awareness of how much plastic is in 
the world. As part of this cleanup, we had a speaker from 
the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission who taught us 
that all plastic anywhere ends up in the water.

This past summer, my husband and I attended our first 
Rotary District Conference, which just happened to be on 
a cruise to the Bahamas! We had a wonderful time and 
learned so much. One takeaway for me is that there is a 
critical mass of goodwill and people are willing to help; 
they only need to be asked.

We also were very excited to attend our first 
International Convention in Toronto, which was a 

Nutley Rotary celebrates the installation 
of the 2018-19 President Ro Costa and 

her board at Nanina’s in the Park.

World Water Day Nichols Park cleanup – Linda Buset, 
John Lee, Chris Masullo, Roberta Ducci, Bob Peters, 

James Huey, Dorothy Huey, Ben Costa, Ro Costa
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To schedule appointment, visit nutleyvision.com or call (973) 542-1105.

DR. ELENA V ITENZON
Optometr i st

Mention this ad for 25% OFF 
complete Eye Glass Purchase.

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY214 Franklin Ave, Nutley

whirlwind of fun, learning and socializing! I was excited 
to learn more about the Rotary area of focus in growing 
local economies. I learned about Launch Detroit, a 
Rotarian program which partners aspiring entrepreneurs 
and mentors, along with banks that offer microloans, 
schools that teach the business skills needed to succeed, 
and Rotarians who bring it all together.

Do you think violence in the world has increased or 
decreased? General Secretary John Hewko showed us 
that political conflict is declining and that our world is 
healthier, more prosperous, and more peaceful than at 
any time in history. He referenced the fascinating book 
Factfulness, which is an examination of how we cling to 
our beliefs, even when we are presented with opposing 
facts.

World Polio Day falls on October 24th, and we sched-
uled a cleanup at the Outdoor Classroom in honor of 
this day. We also got together with Meredith Blank of 
the Public Affairs office in town to weed the Community 
Garden, and we are going back there soon to continue 
that work.

If you have questions about Nutley Rotary and what we do, 
please contact Walt Smith at waltbeau@aol.com  

or 973-661-2783.  
Visit our website: www.nutleyrotary.org, and find Rotary of 

Nutley Official on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

PET CORNER

Adopt Us!

Meet blue, beauty 
Kayla! She was 

rescued from the 
Newark shelter about a 
year ago and has been 
thriving in her foster 
home ever since. Kayla’s 
only Christmas wish this 
year is to find a forever 
home in time for the 
holidays! Kayla is about 
4 years old, housebro-
ken, crate trained, and 
knows her basic com-
mands. She is very smart 
and loving. Kayla loves 
people and children of 
all ages! Kayla enjoys 
her walks and play time in the yard, but also loves resting 
on the couch. She prefers to be the queen of her castle, 
so no other pets please. If Kayla sounds like the perfect 
match for you, contact Brick City Rescue at info@brickci-
tyrescue.com to get her home for the holidays!

Wednesday and 
Morticia are 

sisters that were found 
in a backyard and got 
separated from their 
mom. They are now 
fully vetted and ready 
to go to their forever 
homes. They are dog, 
cat, and kid-friendly and 
would make the perfect 
addition to any family. 
Contact us for an appli-
cation at yellowbrickroadnj@gmail.com  
www.yellowbrickroadrescuenj.com 

Submitted by Tiffany Servidio

Submitted by Christa Milici

540 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • 973.661.2800 • Visit us at: www.BiondiFuneralHome.com

Anthony A. Biondi, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. #3893

Anthony A. Biondi, Sr.
Director, NJ Lic. #2350

INDEPENDENT 
& FAMILY OWNED

Our Family Serving Your Family with 
Dignity, Respect and Compassion Since 1941

FUNERAL HOME

540 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • 973.661.2800 • Visit us at: www.BiondiFuneralHome.com

Anthony A. Biondi, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. #3893

Anthony A. Biondi, Sr.
Director, NJ Lic. #2350

INDEPENDENT 
& FAMILY OWNED

Our Family Serving Your Family with 
Dignity, Respect and Compassion Since 1941

FUNERAL HOME

MEMBER OF THE NEW JERSEY  
PREPAID FUNER AL TRUST FUND
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Joe Isabella, Loan Officer
NMLS #347880

973.960.1000  
jisabella@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC           Equal Housing Lender

Offering exceptional 
mortgage products  
for all lifestyles.

Joe Isabella
Loan Officer

251 Washington Ave. 
Nutley

www.DandLAutomotiveNJ.comComplete 
 Automotive Services
Emission Repair Facility
Brakes • Tires
Batteries • Electrical

Oil Changes
Electronic Computer 
Diagnostics

Shocks & Struts
Front End Specialist
Mufflers & Exhaust

Classic Cars 
Welcome NJ State 

INSpectIoN FacIlIty

D&L AUTOMOTIVE
Foreign & Domestic  Repairs

Established 1974

(973) 667-4688
D&L

NUTLEY TEACHERS

Teacher 
Appreciation
By Christina Mosca

“Good morning  
Mr. Walker!” 
was the greeting at Yantacaw School 
in the 1980’s. What a wonderful 
experience I had, going through 
the Nutley school system. My 
parents spoke about their experi-
ence attending Lincoln School, and 
my daughters are looking forward 
to their experience going through 
Yantacaw School.

I, myself, am currently a teacher 
in Kearny and I have been teach-
ing for 20 years. I often think back 
on my predecessors and there is 
one teacher that always comes to 
mind, especially when I am teaching 
grammar. Her name is Miss Carpenter.

Miss Carpenter taught 5th grade at Yantacaw School. 
She was energetic and very creative. To this day I could 
name all the helping verbs she taught us. Miss Carpenter 
had us recite, in song, many grammar rules. She would 
write in several different colored chalks and made beau-
tiful diagrams, taking up most of the large chalkboard 
that spread across the wall. I could hear her deep voice, 
tender yet stern. She had her pointer stick with an apple 
on top in one hand and a teddy bear in the other. That 
visual is symbolic of her character. She was tough but 
loving.

As a fifth grader, at that time and I still believe today, 
you need some TLC. Fifth grade is the beginning of ado-
lescence and there is a lot of pressure that comes along 
with that. In her class, you had to take responsibilities for 
your actions and be prepared.  Miss Carpenter also made 

the experience unique for her stu-
dents. Her love for bears! She had 
us bring in our own bear, give him/
her an identity and take care of 
them. We would write about them 
and even had a teddy bear parade. 
In a way, it was preparing us to take 
on challenges, but in an empathetic 
way. It was teaching us to remember 
to care and love for one another. 

Miss Carpenter still lives in town 
and I was lucky enough to visit her 
with my two daughters. I also had 
the chance to see my 6th grade 
teacher, Miss Aiello, who was 
making her weekly visit. It was so 
heartwarming to show them pic-
tures of our class, naming each 
student, and talking about who I am 
still friends with 30 plus years later. 
I loved sharing the stories with my 
daughters and seeing the smiles on 
their faces.

Our small community of Nutley 
has so much to offer and makes 
such an impression on every gen-
eration. Our educators hold an 
important role in the development 

in our children, and we are lucky to have teachers like 
Miss Carpenter.

Miss Carpenter



	 December  2018  11

Nutley, New Jersey 
Phone (973) 562-0079 • Fax (973) 562-0075

KimberleyDonohoeEsq@verizon.net

General practice 
specializing in:
•  Special Needs
•  Real Estate 

and Municipal 
Court Matters

•  Estate Planning & 
Administration

You can trust in over 
20 years experience 
in handling 
guardianship cases 
for young adults 
through the elderly.

Kimberley A. Donohoe
• AT TORNEY AT L AW •

Jenna Tenore and Amy Beronio 
were childhood friends until a 

block of time and several neigh-
borhood blocks separated them. 
But true friendships continue 
despite years and distance apart 
as they discovered in an unusual 
way.

Mary Tenore, Jenna’s mother, 
tells us about the start of this 
friendship.

“We moved to Nutley from 
Belleville in 1996 when Jenna 
started kindergarten because my 
husband, John, and I had heard 
wonderful things about the Nutley 
school system,” she said.  “Jenna met Amy right away 
since she lived across the street and both girls attended 
Spring Garden School.”

The girls had fun together as neighborhood friends and 
saw each other in school until Amy’s family moved.

“Although they didn’t move out of town, it was only a 
few blocks away; the distance was large enough that the 
girls didn’t see each other anymore. Since Amy is a year 
older they weren’t in the same class either,” Mary said.

The years went by and although Mary said “I would see 
Amy’s parents, Joe and Carol, in local stores or in town 
from time to time,” the girls’ friendship was at a standstill.

Until, that is, the lives of Jenna and Amy intersected in 
an unusual way.

Mary tells us about how the now, young women, recon-
nected their friendship.

“Jenna enrolled into the Masters of Science in 
Occupational Therapy program at Kean University. She 
was accepted into the program under slim odds because 
only 10% of applicants are accepted per year.”

This program is intensive as it provides a broad edu-
cation in this field but it is also very selective. Only 35 
students are admitted each September even though over 
300 submit an application.

Another student who was accepted into the program at 
the same time as Jenna was her childhood friend, Amy.

Mary describes this coincidence as “surreal.”
Mathematically, the odds were against this. There was 

almost a twenty year separation from their kindergar-
ten days and playing together in the neighborhood. 
Also interesting is the likelihood of both Jenna and Amy 
pursing the exact same degree at the exact same time 
in the exact same college. Kean University’s enrollment 
policy, which limited the class size to only 35 students also 
contributed to the odds against the women being recon-
nected in this type of setting.   

Mary said, “At the start of the program, Jenna and 

NUTLEY FRIENDSHIPS

From Grade 
School to 
Graduation
By Joyce Corey

Amy recognized each other 
from Nutley and were equally 
excited that their paths crossed 
again. 

Jenna and Amy graduated 
in January 2018 and the cere-
mony was held in May of that 
year. They also both completed 
the certification exam adminis-
tered by the National Board of 
Certification in Occupational 
Therapy (NBCOT). Jenna cur-
rently works with special needs 
children and will be joining the 
staff at Kessler Institute.

Amy was recently married 
to Brian Neilan, also of Nutley, 
and she is currently employed 
as an occupational therapist in 
the adult population.

The lives of Jenna and Amy 
have a heartwarming parallel 
that highlights the continuity 

of true friendship. From Nutley neighbors to classmates 
in college, time and distance did not erase their bond. 
Although it seemed the odds were against them recon-
necting, true friendship is always a sure thing.

Amy Beronio (left)  
and Jenna Tenore 
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Moscara Realty
   973.667.1732
165 Franklin Avenue Nutley 
MoscaraRealtors.com

Moscara Realty is a Family  
Owned and Operated, inde-
pendent full service real estate 
company that has been serving 
the Real Estate needs of Nutley 
and surrounding areas for over 60 

years. Our friendly talented staff will help you 
with your home Purchase or Sales needs.  
“Its not just business ... it’s personal.”

Call us for a 
complimentary 

market  
analysis of your 

home

MIKE MOSCARA 
Broker of Record

In 2014, Nutley author Anthony Buccino 
published his book Nutley Notables: 

The men and women who made a 
notable impact on our home town, 
Nutley, New Jersey. The book has since 
become a classic work about Nutley 
history. Now Anthony has published 
a second volume, Nutley Notables, 
Volume Two, that profiles even more 
fascinating people who have made a 
lasting impact on our town.

I recently chatted with Anthony about 
his new book. We know you will learn 
a lot from these excerpts from our 
conversation.

■ What motivated you to write your 
new book?
When we held our book signing for 
volume one, we asked readers to nominate candidates 
for volume two. We were able to track down information 
on most of them and they appear in our latest issue. As 
for the rest of the suggestions, we have nearly 100 pos-
sible candidates for volume three. We’re hoping it takes 
less than four years for volume three. We’re open for 
suggestions!

■ Did you make any interesting or unusual discoveries 
as you researched your new book?
The irony of being a historian is that you think you know 
things no one else knows and then you turn over a rock 
and discover something that surprises, entertains, and 
creates ‘new history’.

For instance, the Women’s Club existed in town for 100 
years, but who knew it rose from the humble beginnings 
of a book readers group?

NUTLEY HISTORY

Nutley’s Historical Citizens Come to Life in  
Nutley Notables Volume Two by Anthony Buccino
By Barry Lenson

Also, the Rheinheimer Boys Club may 
be a distant memory for many here, but 
it was started in “a small room described 
as a shack” by one Nutley woman. She 
wrangled and cajoled our town’s leaders 
to expand and support the group 85 
years ago.

We were pleased to finally document 
the mixed memories we heard about 
Yankees pitching ace Mel Stottlemyre 
living in Nutley. We shared a wonderful 
first-person piece from that era written 
by their Alexander Avenue neigh-
bor Helen Maguire (profiled in volume 
one). It makes me wonder how many 
old-timers in our town still have their 
Stottlemyre autographed photos and 
baseballs.

■ Could you describe two or three 
important or unusual Nutleyites you added to your 
new book?
The artists and musicians who hail from Nutley con-
tinue to surprise me. Part of that was the influence of The 
Enclosure Artists Colony about a hundred years ago.
For instance, Arthur Elder studied under James Whistler, 
moved to San Francisco and, after one earthquake, 
settled at 90 Vreeland Avenue, just a walk through the 
park to the Enclosure where he could hang around with 
art notables such as Frederick Dana Marsh, Guy Pène 
du Bois, Albert Sterner, Earl Stetson, and Arthur Hoeber. 
Now there’s a crowd any artist would pay to be a fly on 
their wall.

Thomas Lovell grew up on the other side of town 
(in Mel Stottlemyre’s neighborhood 60 years apart) on 
Alexander Avenue and is widely known for his cowboy 

 info@nutleymusic.com    211-213 Darling Ave / 558 Kingsland St. Nutley

(973)667-7155 (973) 558-1657     www.NutleyMusic.com

Piano, Guitar, Drums, 
Voice, All Band and 
Orchestral Instruments.

MUSIC LESSONS
Call Us Today! 
Enrollment is Open 
All Year! 
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Glendale Cemetery features a beautiful, park–like  
setting on 60 rolling and wooded acres of natural beauty.

 Since 1903 Glendale Cemetery has served the  
needs of over 75,000 families with care and dignity.  
We provide a serene setting for final resting places and 
most importantly, peace of mind.  

Glendale Cemetery is a place of great comfort and 
consolation. We have thousands of burial plots,  
crypts and niches available. A Perpetual Care Fund 
ensures the carefully maintained grounds and facilities  
will always remain so.

Contact us at 973-748-1253 to schedule an appointment www.glendalecemetery.org

art. Maybe he ran into and was inspired 
by Annie Oakley at Eaton Stone’s circus 
around the corner?

And then there’s Nutley artist Dick 
Kramer who worked as the art director 
at ITT, and later struggled as a freelancer 
until found his niche in military art prints 
which are highly sought.

Many folks in Nutley fondly recall their 
accordion lessons with Oakley Terrace 
resident Charles Nunzio at his Franklin 
Avenue music store, but who knew he 
made his Town Hall debut in 1933, or 
that in 1941, he published The Complete 
Hanon for the Accordion paperback, 
the essential book of finger exercises 
for accordion players. His 70-year career 
left a permanent mark on many Nutley 
musicians.

■ Do you see any patterns or trends? Is there some-
thing that motivated all these people to live in Nutley 
and contribute to the town?
The most common pattern in the folks we’ve profiled 
is their motivation to serve, to give back, whether that’s 
to Nutley or the world. Many of them take their lessons 
learned growing up here in Nutley and apply that to their 
lives. While we’ve profiled many professional folks, we 
also have a great share of salt-of-the-earth people who 
volunteer. Some have volunteered for decades and their 

contributions have made a difference, or, 
as we like to say, they made a memorable 
impact on our home town, Nutley, New 
Jersey.

■ Is there something to say about the 
particular role that women have played 
in the history of our town?
I give a lot of credit to former mayor 
Joanne Cocchiola, not only for her public 
service, but for bringing to everyone’s 
attention the contributions of women to 
our town with two projects, the Nutley 
Women’s History Month Committee in 
March 2002, and the Women’s History 
Panel in March 2014. The groups gra-
ciously shared their research – literally, 
a sack of folders handed from Nancy 
Greulich to Vicky Chalk to Joanne and to 

me – and it helped complete nearly half of volume two. 
These women’s stories would otherwise have been lost 
to obscurity but now help form the narrative of Nutley 
history from the 1800s to today. (Cocchiola and Chalk 
were profiled in volume one, Greulich is in volume two).

■ How can people order your new book?
Currently, it’s available only through Amazon. The Nutley 
Museum plans to have a launch event early next year. Visit 
the Nutley Historical Society website at www.nutleyhistori-
calsociety.org to learn more. 

Nutley’s own, Anthony Buccino
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Shop Tires Online at 
BradleyTireService.com

Custom Designs & Repairs 
By Our Expert On-Site Jeweler

Trio 
JEWELERS

301 Franklin Ave. •  Nutley
973-667-8628

Open Tuesday Thru Saturday

Providing Quality Merchandise & The Finest Service For Over 32 Years.

HOMETOWN HEROES

Gaetano 
“Tom” Nicastro
PART 2 OF A 3-PART SERIES    
By Frankie Turano

Gaetano “Tom” Nicastro was born 
in Newark on Littleton Avenue. 

His father, Philip, and mother, Florence, 
immigrants from Sicily, owned and 
operated an Italian grocery store during 
Gaetano’s early years. A description of 
the fulfilling and generous life of our 
hometown hero has been written by 
his son, Fr. Tom Nicastro, in an obituary 
that I quote:

“After graduation from West Side 
High School in 1950, he enlisted 
in the U.S. Army attaining the rank 
of corporal, and serving in the 7th 
Infantry, 17th Regiment, Charlie Company, from 
April 22, 1952 until July 28, 1954. He attended and com-
pleted a course at Eta Jima Specialist School APO354 
receiving a certificate of proficiency as a Medic aid man 
in March of 1953. He participated as a medic in the 
Battle of Old Baldy, Hill 266 and the famous Battle on 
Pork Chop Hill. He was one of a very few infantrymen to 
survive. He received two Purple Hearts, a Bronze Star with 
Valor device, a Good Conduct medal, and the crowning 
achievement was receiving a citation from his command-
ing officer, General Arthur G. Trudeau, commander of the 
7th Division, for bravery under fire. As a medic, he was 
injured rescuing others while under heavy artillery fire on 
Pork Chop Hill. He remained on reserve from 1954 until 
his honorable discharge in 1960.”

“Being an accomplished dancer, Mr. Nicastro enter-
tained the troops during the war, highlighted by dancing 
with Marilyn Monroe when she entertained the troops in 
Korea. After the war, he continued dancing most evenings 
during the week, giving lessons as well. It was during this 
time that he participated in many shows, competitions, 

and some dances spon-
sored by Columbia 
Hospital. He was also an 
accomplished musician, 
playing the saxophone 
and clarinet.”

“Mr. Nicastro was 
employed by Celentano 
Brothers, Inc. headquar-

tered in Verona. 
From 1954 to 1970 
he was the general 
manager of the 
Roseville Avenue store 
location.”

“During the years 
1970 to 1978 he oper-
ated the Canterbury 
5 & 10, Inc, in North 
Arlington. In 1979, he 
began a career in real 
estate. He graduated 
from the Vale School 
of Real Estate and was 
licensed in New Jersey. In 
1981, Mr. Nicastro received 

the Relator Association Community Service Award.”
“Since 2005, he had served as advisor to the Nicastro-

owned Castle Reality of Nutley. After his death, Domenick, 
the broker-owner of the agency and his daughter, Lisa, 
one of several agents, continued the tradition begun by 
their father.”

“Mr. Nicastro was a member of the V.F.W. Newark Police 
Post 1439, The Nutley Amvets, the Federation of Italian 
American Societies of N.J. and the Catholic War Veterans 
Fr. Owens Memorial Post 1187.”

“During his active years with the Catholic War Veterans, 
he served as post adjutant, one year as 1st vice com-
mander and five years as the commander of the post, and 
Essex County adjutant from 1979 till 1980. He served on 
several committees in the State Department of Catholic 
War Veterans as well. In 1989, he was formally inducted 
into the Catholic War Veterans Hall of Fame.”

“Since 1981, he has been a very active member of the 
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Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-554-1234), member FINRA, SIPC. Annuity and insurance products offered 
through AXA Network, LLC, which does business in CA as AXA Network Insurance Agency of California, LLC, in UT as AXA Network 
Insurance Agency of Utah, LLC, in TX as AXA Network Insurance Agency of Texas, Inc., and in PR as AXA Network of Puerto Rico, 
Inc. AXA Advisors and AXA Network do not provide tax or legal advice. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the 
certifcation marks CFPi i ®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the U.S.
GE 96561 (8/14) (Exp 8/16) / G30111

356 Franklin Avenue, Nutley, NJ 07110    Tel: (973) 667-8650

As a platinum group within AXA Advisors focusing on wealth 
management services, our mission will be continuing to bring a high 
level of value to our clients. We are expanding our services and areas 
of focus by creating this partnership within AXA Advisors to better serve 
our clients through sound, objective strategies. 

  Tactical Asset Allocation
  Cash Management
  College Funding
  Estate Planning Strategies
  Long-Term Care Insurance
  Life Insurance
  Retirement Planning

SALVATORE COCCO, JR.
Financial Consultant
scocco@beaconwealthpartners.com
www.salcocco.com 

MICHAEL COCCO
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ professional
mcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com
www.mikecocco.com

973.667.8650
We are pleased to announce the formation of  
Beacon Wealth Partners, LLC, a financial services firm 
associated with the AXA Advisors, LLC Broker/Dealer. 
Please visit our website to learn more: www.beaconwealthpartners.com

ASSOCIATED 
WITH

Frankie Turano Jr. is the owner of American Made Custom 
Cabinet Company located at 95 Stager Street. He has 

been in business for over thirty-seven years. He designs and 
sells all wood cabinetry, stone countertops, and knobs and 

handles for kitchens and bathrooms. www.amccc.us

160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

Specializing in small, intimate, affordable 
WEDDINGS
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The Community
School in Nutley

Infant Toddler Program
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program
10 St. Paul’s Place

Celebrating 50 Years of Quality Care and
Education for Young Children!

For further information:
www.communityschoolnutleynj.com

Email: csnutley@optonline.net
973-661-0789

• Serving children 3 mos.
through 5 yrs.

• State Licensed
• Experienced & Certified Staff
• Research Based Creative
Curriculum Program

• Individual Classrooms
• Participating in Grow NJ
Kids

• Music, Yoga & Movement
Weekly

• Summer Program

Infant Toddler Program  
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program  
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program  
10 St. Paul’s Place

• Serving children 3 mos.—5 yrs. • Experienced & Certified Staff  
• Individual Classrooms • Art, Music, Yoga & Movement Weekly
• Using Creative Curriculum, a research based program  
• State Licensed• Participating in Grow NJ Kids• Summer Program 

    For further information:  

www.communityschoolnutleynj.com
Email: csnutley@optonline.net  

973-661-0789

Celebrating 50 Years!

4-Star Rating 
from Grow  

NJ Kids

★ ★ ★ ★

West Essex Chapter of UNICO National, giving himself 
totally and completely to promoting the ideals of UNICO. 
He truly embodied UNICO’s motto “Service above Self” in 
his interactions with other members.”

“During his tenure with UNICO, he was president of the 
chapter from 1986 to 1987 and again from 1996 to 1997. 
In 1997-1998 he received the UNICAN of the Year award 
and was a member of the board of trustees as well.”

“He was the head usher for Sunday Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier Church, where he spearheaded fundraising events. 
For the past 50 years, he was the president of the “Golden 
Dozen” married couples club which he and his wife, 
Phyllis, actively participated in with friends they grew up 
with. He was also a long-time member of the St. Gerard 
Men’s Society of Newark.”

Besides having a lovely wife and three wonderful chil-
dren, Lisa, Father Tom, and Domenick, how could you 
possibly top this list of achievements?

You receive the third highest award in the country, that’s 
how.

To be continued next month ...

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Ribbon Cutting

The Nutley Chamber of Commerce welcomes, Home 
Away From Home, 263 Hillside Avenue,Nutley, 973-

662-9191, romanr@njadultdaycare.com, as a member.
Home Away From Home Adult Medical Day Care pro-

vides a structured program of medical care services 
and activities to adults and people with I/DD living in 
the community. Celebrating are owner and family Oleg 
Rubin, Bazhana Rubin, and Roman Rubin, employees, 
and Chamber Members, attorney Andy Garruto, Pasquale 
Pisani, Financial Advisor of Kingsview Asset Management, 
Carey Woodruff-Vazzano of HomeBridge Financial,  Rula 
Abualhuda of Spencer Savings Bank,  attorney Frank 
Costenbader, Neil Henning of Fortress Financial, Luther 
Engler of Engler Financial.
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Your Community Funeral Home
Professional, Compassionate Service 24 Hours a day, 365 Days a year

*Participant in the NJ Prepaid* Funeral Trust Fund

John F. Brown
Manager

License No. 2633

267 Centre Street
Nutley, NJ 07110
www.swbrownandson.com
(973) 667-0875

LIBRARY CORNER

Nutley Librarians Select 
the Best Books, Movies, 
and Music for 2018 
Submitted by Joyce Corey

As the darker and colder winter days come upon us, 
it is the perfect time of year to curl up with a good 

book, get cozy and watch a film, or relax to the sounds of 
music. The following is a suggested list of the best books, 
movies, and music by your local librarians.

CURL UP WITH A GOOD BOOK.  
For fiction readers, The Air You Breathe by Frances de 
Pontes Peebles is a haunting musical tale about a deep 
and volatile friendship between two girls in 1930’s 
Brazil. Tangerine by Christine Mangan tells a chilling 
and unexpected portrait of a female friendship set in 
1950’s Morocco. Where the Crawdads Sing, written by 
Delia Owens, is a heart-wrenching story about a young 
girl ostracized by her community, and is now the prime 
suspect in a murder investigation. In State of Freedom by 
Neel Mukherjee, five characters in very different circum-
stances find the meanings of dislocation and the desire 
to get more out of life. Set in 1974, The Great Alone by 
Kristin Hannah, reveals a dramatic tale about a Vietnam 

veteran who, upon his return from war, moves his family 
to the wilds of Alaska to start their lives anew. And in An 
Absolutely Remarkable Thing, Internet culture icon, Hank 
Green, debuts his first science fiction story of Amber May. 
While on her journey to uncover the truth about mysteri-
ous sculptures, she discovers a powerful message about 
the dark side of Internet news, fame, and humanity.

Teens searching for an adventure-fantasy story with 
monster hunting, deep character development, and 
video game play, should try the Witcher series by Andrzej 
Sapkowski. Teens looking for a historical, Wild West, fast-
paced thrilling story with twists will enjoy Retribution Rails 
by Erin Bowman. And for graphic novel loving teens, 
Ngozi Ukazu brings her popular webcomic and com-
ing-of age stories to print in Check, Please! #Hockey, 
where a former figure ice skating champion discovers 
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David A. Morehouse  (973) 868-9486 
Nutley, NJ NJHIC #13VH04247100

General Contracting Services 
RENOVATION SPECIALIST, ADDITIONS, 

KITCHENS,BATHROOMS,BASEMENTS

www.MorehouseImprovements.com

WINNER of THREE  NJNARI 
Contractor of the Year Awards for 2015 

www.njnari.org

,DECKS

himself while exploring hockey and bros during the best 
years of his life.

Non-fiction readers of spiritual exploration will be 
enlightened with Stalking God: My Unorthodox Search for 
Something to Believe In by the pragmatic Google lawyer, 
Anjali Kumar. For music lovers, Twilight of the Gods: A 
Journey to the End of Classic Rock by Steven Hyden, 
takes a bold look into the lives of rock stars over genera-
tions and the real messages they leave behind. For those 
interested in medical history, The Sawbones Book: The 
Hilarious, Horrifying Road to Modern Medicine by Justin 
McElroy breaks down the weird and wonderful way we 
got to modern healthcare. Always Look on the Bright 
Side of Life: A Sortabiography is an honest and funny 
memoir by Eric Idle of Monty Python and Spamalot fame. 
And Robin, by New York Times reporter Dave Itzkoff, is a 
detailed look into the life of the late and beloved come-
dian, Robin Williams.

Preschool-aged children will have a giggle-fest while 
reading Did You Eat the Parakeet? by Mark Iacolina, as a 
little girl’s cat defends himself of accusations. Children will 
also smile while reading Square by children’s literature 
duo Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen, as Square copes with 
the pressures of being labeled an artistic genius. In Norse 
Myths: Tales of Odin, Thor and Loki by Kevin Crossley-
Holland, gods of the Vikings come to life in this illustrated 
anthology. And in the powerfully moving graphic novel 
Illegal by Eoin Colfer, two young brothers set out on a 
dangerous journey in the hope of a new life.

GET COZY AND WATCH A FILM.
Won’t You Be My Neighbor? is a documentary that 
explores the life, lessons, and legacy of everyone’s favor-
ite neighbor, Fred Rogers. Isle of Dogs, directed by Wes 
Anderson and voice-acted by iconic actors such as Bryan 
Cranston, Bill Murray, and Jeff Goldblum, is set in a dysto-
pian future that follows a boy’s odyssey for his lost dog. I, 
Tonya is the Academy Award winning film about national 
figure skaters Tonya Harding and Nancy Kerrigan and one 
of the most infamous scandals in sports history. Judwaa 
2, an Indian Hindi-language action-comedy, is about twin 
brothers who are separated at birth but uniquely con-
nected to each other via their reflexes.

RELAX TO THE SOUNDS OF MUSIC.
The Who Live at the Fillmore East 1968, a 50th anniver-
sary double CD album of their live performance at Bill 
Graham’s Fillmore East Theatre in New York. An American 
Treasure, is a career-spanning box set containing unre-
leased recordings and rarities that spotlights the late 
Tom Petty’s legacy. And The Greatest Showman movie 
soundtrack provides feel-good music with powerful lyrics 
that will resonate with the entire family.

In addition to the above suggestions, there are thou-
sands of items to choose from at the Nutley Public Library 
that will satisfy interests across all ages. As always, be sure 
to ask your librarian for additional suggestions through-
out the new year.
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9 Cottage Place, Nutley NJ  |   917.346.6547  |   www.melanieryanlaw.com

The Law Office of

MELANIE L. RYAN, LLC
Real Estate Transactions 

Wills & Probate
Divorce & Family Law 

Business Formation & Dissolution 
Offering Discounts to Nutley 
Residents, First Responders, 
Veterans and Active Military 

SPONSOR Q&A

Things to 
Consider When 
Planning Your 
Estate  
By Melanie L. Ryan

Estate planning can be very  
confusing and emotional.  

The following items can be helpful 
in making important decisions about 
having your final wishes carried out 
properly and avoid undue stress on 
your loved ones. 

■ What is the difference between estate tax and 
inheritance tax?
Estate tax is paid by your estate and depends on the 
value of the estate at the time of the decedent’s passing. 
NJ follows federal IRS guidelines about estate taxes. As 
of 2016, the federal exemption for taxation of an estate 
was $5.45 million. Persons with assets in excess of these 
thresholds should seek tax and accounting advice in con-
junction with preparing their last will and testament.

Inheritance tax is paid by beneficiaries of your estate 
and it depends upon which class the beneficiaries fall into 
and the amount of their inheritance. In NJ, Class A bene-
ficiaries (spouses and most family members) are exempt 
and the other classes pay 0 to 16%. 

There is no federal inheritance tax.

■ What is part of my estate? What is not?
Included in your estate will be your personal and real 
estate property, bank accounts and securities accounts 
held in your name, and gifts made within 3 years prior to 
death.

Excluded from your estate are things with a named ben-
eficiary like life insurance and annuities, 401K and other 
retirement plans, and certain trusts, business interests and 
property held jointly.

■ What is the difference between an executor and a 
trustee?
An executor’s job is to see that your wishes in the will are 
carried out properly, file final tax returns, pay expenses 
and debts, and probate the estate in the courts. Often this 
person works with an attorney. These duties are set forth 
by law.

A trustee is someone you have put in place to oversee 
assets intended for someone in the future. For example, 
you may choose to leave certain assets to a minor and 
appoint a trustee to handle the assets until the minor is 
of age. A trustee’s duties are set forth by you in your will 
and/or in the trust documents. 

Often the executor and trustee is the same person, but 
they do not have to be.

■ What is the difference between joint tenants and 
tenants in common?
In a joint tenancy, upon the death of one tenant (owner), 
their share of the property passes to the other surviving 
tenant. Most marital assets are held as joint tenants. If a 
husband and wife own a home as joint tenants and the 
husband dies, the husband’s share of the home transfers 
automatically to the wife.

With tenants in common, when one owner passes, 
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A Child’s World 
Where Playing is 
Learning
• Infant & Toddler Care  

• Pre School  

• Kindergarten  

6 Weeks to Six Years

Small Groups
Individual Classrooms
Air-conditioned
Fully Equipped Facility
Spacious Outdoor 
Playgrounds with  
Safety Surfaces 
Experienced  
Certified Staff 
State Licensed 

A Program 
Dedicated to  
Early Childhood 
Education
• Art • Music  

• Social Skills  

• Language Development

634 Mill St., Belleville, NJ 07109

973-751-6380

www.sandylanenursery.com

SANDY LANE Nursery School

PreK The Right Way

Half Days & 
Full Day 

Programs   
7 am to 6:15 pm

Happy Kids = 
Happy Parents!

their share goes to their estate and is distributed their 
heirs. Joint tenancy and tenants in common is especially 
important for business owners to understand. If John and 
Bill own a restaurant property as joint tenants and John 
dies, John’s heirs take John’s 50% of the restaurant and 
Bill keeps his 50% interest.

■ What about a healthcare directive/living will?
End of life decisions are very personal and require much 
consideration. A healthcare directive is advisable for 
everyone as it can alleviate stress on family members 
faced with decisions and ensure that those decisions are 
made in accordance with your wishes. Knowing that they 
are acting in accordance with your wishes, your health 
care proxy can feel comfortable with giving directions 
as to your care, which may conflict their own or others’ 
beliefs.

A living will is different from your last will and testa-
ment – they are two separate documents with two distinct 
purposes. Your last will and testament addresses the 
disposition of your real and personal property; your 
health care directive (“living will”) addresses your end 
of life care, anatomical gifts and final disposition of your 
remains.

The law office of Melanie L. Ryan LLC offers a free consulta-
tion to anyone considering drafting or changing their estate 
documents and Melanie can be reached at 917-346-6547 

or by email to melanie@melanieryanlaw.com.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Class of ‘53 Valedictorians

I n our November issue, we had an article about the 
65th reunion of Nutley High School’s Class of ‘53. It has 

recently been brought to our attention that there were 
two valedictorians that year. Sharing the role with Bernell 
Irish was Helen Del Sordo Watson.

Helen had a perfect 100 percent grade point average 
and also spoke at the podium on the day of graduation.

Special thanks to her daughter, Laura, for bringing this 
information to our attention.

The photo above was taken at the 1953 Nutley High 
School graduation ceremony in Boy’s Park. The class offi-
cers and valedictorians were the last of the class to enter 
the procession to the bleacher seating, as they were the 
speakers, and class officers were seated in the front row.  
In this photo, one of the faculty members was coordi-
nating the procession giving each of the “tail enders” 
the signal when to proceed.  Bob Watts is leading this 
mini-parade, and right behind him are Helen Del Sordo 
and Burnell Irish, the two Class of 1953 valedictorians.

Submitted by Nutley Neighbors Staff
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EVENTS CALENDAR DECEMBER 2018
Dec. 1, Sat.
Electronics Recycling Collection 
Day
@Municipal Parking Lot 8,  
William St. and Franklin Ave. 
(behind Woroco gas station)
Acceptable items for recycling 
are computers and laptops, fax 
machines, microwaves, monitors, 
printers, scanners, stereos and 
speakers, VCR and DVD players, 
and televisions.
Time: 9am-1pm
For more information call the 
Department of Public Works at 
973-284-4984.

Dec. 1-2, Sat.-Sun.
Essex County Historic Holiday 
House Tour
@Kingsland Manor, 3 Kingsland St.
The 1700s brownstone Dutch 
Colonial is steeped in history 
and beautifully decorated for the 
holidays. Come explore the historic 
homestead of the Kingsland family 
and beyond, set within park-like 
grounds overlooking a pond and 
waterfalls. Take a tour, shop in 
the gift shop, and enjoy holiday 
refreshments.
Time: 1-4pm
Cost: Free admission but donations 
gratefully accepted.
For more information visit  
www.kingslandmanor.org

Dec. 1, Sat.
Gingerbread House Making 
Workshop
@Essex County Environmental 
Center, 621-B Eagle Rock Ave., 
Roseland
Stop by the Essex County 
Environmental Center and the 
resourceful staff will get you 
started on your own unique 
creation. All gingerbread projects 
must be completed by 1pm to be 

considered for the contest. Some 
materials will be provided, however, 
you are encouraged to bring your 
own items. This is the last day to 
register for the contest. Advance 
registration is required.
Time: 11am-1pm
Cost: Free
For more information about this 
event or the contest call  
973-228-8776.

Dec. 1, Sat.
Saturday Afternoon Book Club
@Nutley Public Library,  
93 Booth Dr.
Presenting Before the Book: 
Workshops for Aspiring Writers, 
a series of four workshops led 
by author Hillary DePiano. Part 4 
is Now What? Taking Your New 
Novel Through Editing, Publication, 
and Beyond.
Time: 2pm
For more information call 
973-667-0405 or visit www.
nutleypubliclibrary.org

Dec. 2, Sun.
Tour of the Maternity Center at 
CMMC
@Clara Maass Medical Center,  
1 Clara Maass Dr., Belleville
Prepare for the birth of your child 
by touring the Maternity Center at 
Clara Maass Medical Center and 
learn about the parent education 
series. Following the tour, meet a 
member of the team to discuss the 
admission process and explore the 
various childbirth options available.
Time: 9am, 10am
For more information visit  
www.rwjbh.org/events

Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Mon.
Self Help Program: Tai Chi, 
Qigong, Yoga, Stress Technique, 
& Meditation

@Parks and Recreation Bldg., 4 
4 Park Ave.
Time: 10-11am
For more information contact the 
Recreation office at 973-284-4966.

Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Mon.
Senior Art Program
@Parks and Recreation Bldg.,  
44 Park Ave.
Time: 1:00-2:30pm
For more information contact the 
Recreation office at 973-284-4966

Dec. 4, 18, Tue.
Board of Commissioners 
Meeting
@Town Hall, 3rd Floor Commission 
Chambers
Open to the public.
Time: 7pm
For more information visit 
www.nutleynj.org/board-of-
commissioners

Dec. 4, 11, Tue.
Infant Massage Class
@Clara Maass Medical Center,  
1 Clara Maass Dr., Belleville
Parents and caregivers will learn 
the benefits of massage as a 
way to improve bonding and 
communication, improve sleep and 
digestion, and reduce stress and 
depression in both parents and 
babies. Parents-to-be and those 
with children from 2 weeks to age 
1 may participate. For expecting 
parents, a doll will be provided for 
in-class practice.
Time: 6-8pm
For more information visit  
www.rwjbh.org/events

Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26, Wed.
Essex County Aerobic Exercise 
Program
@Parks and Recreation Building,  
44 Park Ave.

Time: 9:30am
For more information and to 
register call 973-735-6228

Dec. 5, Wed.
Essex County Clerk Program
@Parks and Recreation Building,  
44 Park Ave.
On the first Wednesday of each 
month the Essex County Clerk’s 
office is available at the Recreation 
Department for residents to 
obtain passports and Notary Public 
services.
Time: 2-8pm
Cost: Free
For more information visit  
www.nutleynj.org/recreation

Dec. 8, Sat.
A Saturday Morning of Classic 
Christmas Cartoons and Films
@Nutley Museum, 65 Church St.
The program will include Christmas 
short films from the 1930s-1950s 
that include “The Little Drummer 
Boy,” “A Christmas Dream,” and 
“The Night Before Christmas,” as 
well as classic cartoons like “The 
Christmas Visitor” and “The Little 
King Christmas Night.” The showing 
will also include “The Little Match 
Girl,” an immortal cartoon from 
1937. All Nutleyites are invited to 
attend. Admission is free.
Time: 9:30-11am
For more information contact 
Barry Lenson, Nutley Museum 
Art Historian at 973-715-2691 or 
barrylenson@aya.yale.edu.

Dec. 8-9, Sat.-Sun.
Story Time with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus
@Kingsland Manor, 3 Kingsland St.
Come meet Santa and Mrs. Claus! 
Admission is by reservation. Space 
is limited to 30 guests per session. 
Children will leave with a small 
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2018
token from Santa and everyone will 
leave with memories for years to 
come. Don’t forget your camera! 
Refreshments for children and 
adults will be served. 
Time: 10am and 12pm on Sat. 
11am on Sun.
Cost: $15 for one parent and child. 
$5 for each additional adult or 
child.
For more information and to make 
a reservation visit  
www.kingslandmanor.org

Dec. 10, Mon.
Breastfeeding Workshop
@Clara Maass Medical Center,  
1 Clara Maass Dr., Belleville
For new mothers considering 
breastfeeding, this workshop offers 
the assurance and knowledge 
needed to establish successful 
breastfeeding. A certified lactation 
consultant will share with new 
parents the advantages for both 
mother and baby of lactation, 
preparation, nutrition, and breast 
care. Dads-to-be and partners are 
also welcome.
Time: 7-9pm
For more information visit  
www.rwjbh.org/events

Dec. 14, Fri.
A Candlelight Reading of 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol”
@Kingsland Manor, 3 Kingsland St.
Join Mr. Dickens as he tells his 
timeless yuletide tale in the home 
of the Kingsland family, surrounded 
by holiday decorations, flickering 
candles, and period furnishings. 
Light refreshments will be 
served. Recommended for adults 
and young adults (ages 12+). 
Reservations are required.
Time: 7-10pm
Cost: $15 per ticket
For more information and to  
make a reservation visit  
www.kingslandmanor.org

Dec. 18, Tue.
Graphic Novel Club for Adults
@Nutley Public Library,  
93 Booth Dr.
Discuss graphic novels and sample 
pastries from local bakeries. Copies 
of each book are available at the 
library one month prior to each 
meeting. This month, the group will 
be discussing The Best We Could Do 
by Thi Bui.
Time: 7pm
For more information and to 

register call 973-667-0405 x2604, 
visit www.nutleypubliclibrary.org/
graphicnovelclub, or stop by the 
Reference Desk.

Nutley Department of Public 
Affairs FACEBOOK pages
Type these into the Facebook 
search bar to find:
Nutley NJ Public Health Resource 
Center
Nutley NJ Young Women’s Initiative
Nutley NJ Military & Veteran’s 
Affairs Bureau
Nutley NJ Department of Public 
Affairs Pet Health Resource Center
Nutley NJ Bernie’s Club

Nutley Health Department 
They conduct a number of health 
workshops throughout the year 
as well as provide resources to 
some of the finest health service 
organizations in New Jersey. 
These resources include home 
care planning, family/caregiver 
support and respite, medication 

management options and home 
safety. They also conduct screenings 
for skin cancer, adult vision, and 
colorectal cancer. Immunizations 
and a children’s clinic are also 
available.
Call for more information: 973-
284-4976
www.nutleynj.org/content/public-
health-hursing.html%20

Nutley Corps
Nutley students from grades 6 
to 12 are invited to assist the 
Department of Public Affairs with 
a number of our senior citizens, 
health and veteran programs, and 
other community services. Nutley 
Corps is a very rewarding and 
educational experience for all the 
students who participate.
Email Commissioner Rogers 
for more information: 
commissionerrogers@nutleynj.org
www.nutleynj.org/content/nutley-
corps.html

Follow Us on Facebook 
and Instagram! 
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WE BUY HOUSES 
N O  C O M M I S S I O N S  T O  P AY

N O  R E P A I R S  T O  M A K E
N O  C L O S I N G  C O S T S  T O  D I S H  O U T

N O  H A S S L E S  O R  H E A D A C H E S

Call us today for a fair, cash offer!

973-888-9WIN (9946)

NUTLEY REAL ESTATE

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical 
data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in this magazine 
is separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of 
their advertisement.

Homes Sold in Last 90 Days 
(AS OF 10/31/18)

PROPERTY ADDRESS	 SALE PRICE	 BEDS	 BATHS	 SQFT
264 Prospect St	 $475,000	 5	 3	 1728
20 Fitting Pl	 $485,000	 3	 2	 1431
12 Shepard Pl	 $499,000	 4	 2	 2150
59 Prospect St	 $517,500	 3	 2	 1888
190 Highfield Ln	 $520,000	 3	 2	 1580
136 Columbia Ave	 $525,000	 5	 4	 1950
274 Prospect St	 $530,000	 3	 2	 2108
429 Prospect St	 $539,000	 6	 4	 2143
9 San Antonio Ave	 $566,000	 3	 4	 2096
86 Oakley Terr	 $569,000	 5	 3	 3712
14 Brookway	 $570,000	 3	 3	 2084
427 Centre St	 $570,000	 9	 3	 3291
499 Prospect St	 $589,000	 3	 3	 1822
54 Kenzel Ave	 $895,000	 4	 5	 3922
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Come Visit Our Brand New State of the Art Service Department

318 Bloomfield Ave, 
Bloomfield
(877) 535-6227
www.lynnesnissan.com



Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D.
187 Washington Ave. 

Suite 1B • Nutley

CT Scan Guided Dental • Implant Placement
Extractions • Wisdom Teeth • Joint Disorders (TMJ)
Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting • Facial & Oral Trauma
Treatment of Tongue Tie • Facial & Oral Pathology

Surgical Orthodontics (Exposure of Impacted Teeth)
Surgical Endodontics (Apicoectomy)

www.EchoOralSurgery.com

On Call For Emergencies - 24 Hours A Day

~We Accept Most Dental Insurances~

973.667.5844

Emergency...........................................................911
Police Department............................ (973) 284-4940
Fire Department............................... (973) 284-4940
Town Hall......................................... (973) 284-4951 
Library.............................................. (973) 667-0405

Parks and Recreation........................ (973) 284-4966
School District.................................. (973) 661-3500
Chamber of Commerce ................. (973) 667-5300
Public Affairs & Health Dept. ....... (973) 284-4976
Public Works ................................. (973) 284-4958

Important Phone Numbers - www.NutleyNJ.org
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