
Photograph by  
Randall Kenneth 
Photography

Hope Lives In 
The Soto Home

N E I G H B O R S

FEBRUARY 2019 A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley

NUTLEY
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Clara Maass Medical Center:
Among the best in the US, again.

Nationally recognized for patient 
safety and quality for the 10th time.

Continuing a tradition of delivering health care excellence, Clara Maass Medical Center
earned an A grade for patient safety and quality from The Leapfrog Group for 
Spring 2018.

This marks the 10th time overall that we have achieved the highest national standard
for the quality and safety of the care we provide, and we are grateful to the patients
and families who choose Clara Maass Medical Center for their health care. We remain
committed to putting our patients first.

Congratulations to the Medical Staff, employees and volunteers at Clara Maass 
Medical Center on this remarkable achievement.

rwjbh418101 cmmc leapfrog ad 7.5x10 nutley neighbors-m1.qxp  5/22/18  10:45 AM  Page 1
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FALL 
IN 

LOVE 
WITH 
YOUR 
HAIR

Special 
Occasion 
Beauty Team 
On\Off Site

65 Washington Ave, Nutley

973-667-4828 
www.infinitestudio1llc.com

Word Up!

I love words, but the English language could 
use a little tweaking when it comes to the 

word ‘love.’ To put it simply, we don’t have a 
word that describes the various degrees or 
kinds of love.

For instance, I can love broccoli, my  
Aunt Ada, and my Subaru. Definitely all  
different, but the same word ‘love’ is used.

The ancient Greeks knew a few things 
about love and words. In fact, they had 
eight different words to designate the  
varieties of love that we all experience.

Since it’s February, the month of Valentine’s Day and love,  
I want to look at a type of love that transcends the season and  
transforms lives. Sounds like serious stuff, eh?

According to the Greeks, agape love is the highest and most  
radical type of love. It’s described as selfless, unconditional love.  
Most interesting, it’s not a condition-based love. This is love that is 
free from desires and expectations, and loves regardless of the flaws 
and shortcomings of others.

And guess what? I see this type of love expressed in many of the 
people I interview each month.

Our cover story is about a family who loves in this way. Many of you 
are already aware of all that Heather Soto does for Relay for Life.  
She and her family tirelessly work at fundraising for a cure to help 
save the lives of those in our community. They also honor survivors 
and spread hope. That’s agape love.

Read about the Diane Greco Sajle scholarship that was created by 
her family. This not only keeps her memory alive, but gives a student 
athlete some much-needed financial support. That’s agape love.

The Pet Corner is another place where you can see this form of love. 
Caring for dogs and kittens and finding them homes is truly a selfless 
love.

Agape love can also be found in your neighborhood. Like that 
person who shovels your driveway or brings your garbage can in so 
it doesn’t get run over. Do you have Nutley Neighbors who ask if you 
need anything at the store when you are sick? That’s agape love.

Sometimes, love isn’t about roses and candy; it might be about 
Robitussin and aspirin.

Make every day a love-ly day in the neighborhood.

ADVERTISING
 Contact: Michael Stefanelli

Email: mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com 
Phone: 973-277-7301

Feedback/Ideas/Submissions: Have feedback, ideas or 
submissions?  We are always happy to hear from you! 
Deadlines for submissions are the 25th of each month. 

Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and click  
“Submit Content.” You may also email your thoughts, 
ideas and photos to: jcorey@bestversionmedia.com. 

Content Submission Deadlines: 

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, 
advertisements and advertorials are not necessarily 

endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media 
(BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 

businesses or organizations that this publication serves. 
BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or 

timeliness of any content submitted. All content submitted 
is done so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. 

© 2019 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

Content Due:                                       Edition Date: 
November 25.............................................. January 1
December 23............................................ February 1
January 25......................................................March 1
February 25.......................................................April 1
March 25............................................................ May 1
April 25............................................................. June 1
May 25................................................................July 1
June 25......................................................... August 1
July 25.................................................... September 1
August 25................................................... October 1
September 25........................................ November 1
October 25............................................. December 1

Publication Team

Publisher: 
Michael Stefanelli 

Content Coordinator: Joyce Corey 
Designer: Marti Golon

Photographer:  
Randall Kenneth Photography

Contributing Writers:  
David Wilson, Frankie Turano Jr.,

Scarlett Morris

Joyce Corey Content Coordinator

24 Washington Ave. Nutley

(973) 235-0505

New 
American-Italian 

Restaurant

www.AmericanBistro.net

BistroAmerican

Wine Bar



4  Nutley Neighbors	 									       

BEACON WEALTH PARTNERS, LLC
AXA ADVISORS, LLC
Michael S. Cocco, CFP®, ChFC® is a CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional with AXA 
Advisors, LLC where he provides Financial 
Planning, Investment Advice, and Insurance 

Planning for his clients.  Mike is a graduate of Penn State University.
Salvatore Cocco, Jr. CLU has been with Beacon Wealth Partners, LLC since 
1995 and has practiced as a generalist in all disciplines of  
the financial planning services including Investment Planning,  
Retirement Planning, College Savings, and Insurance.  He is a 1977 graduate of 
Seton Hall University and was inducted into their Entrepreneurial Hall of Fame.

FEMINO-DUCEY-QUELER  
ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
Orthopedic surgeons specializing in  
joint replacement, sports medicine and foot 
and ankle surgery. Each physician of FDQ is 
distinctively skilled in his area of expertise. 
Patients from as far as Europe and Asia have 

sought out Dr. Femino for hip and knee replacement surgery. Local sports teams 
rely on the expertise of Dr. Ducey to get them back on the playing field after 
injuries sideline them. Dr. Queler’s expertise treating the foot and ankle enables 
patients to become fully functional once again. 

INSIGHT EYE & VISION CARE
Dr. Theresa Radtke is a 2016 graduate of the Arizona College 
of Optometry.  Through completing a residency and clinical 
rotations focused in Ocular Disease, she honed her skills in 
diagnosing and treating a full spectrum of eye conditions.  
InSight Eye & Vision Care is a full service optometric practice 

and optical shop she opened in 2017 with hopes of providing a one stop shop 
for excellent eye care, eyewear and personalized service for the community.  

INVESTORS HOME MORTAGE
Joe Isabella is a Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist 
(CMPS®).  He has been with Investors Home Mortgage since 
2010 and is a Circle of Excellence Award winner. Since joining 
Investors, Joe has helped many families in Nutley and the 
surrounding area with their home financing needs. He was born 

and raised in Nutley and still resides in his home town. He is a graduate of both 
Nutley High School and Montclair State University. 

NEW JERSEY NATURAL FAMILY HEALTH 
Offers a detailed comprehensive plan of integrative therapies 
to restore wellness to the body, mind, and spirit. Their goal is 
to strengthen the immune system, provide optimal function of 
muscles and joints, and increase the body’s ability to address 
the daily stressors that can contribute to illness. Dr. Shannon 

DiCarlo, RN LAC DAOM develops an individual treatment plan for each patient 
using her in-depth knowledge of both Western Medicine, Eastern Medicine/
Traditional Chinese Medicine, and a variety of integrative therapies.

THE CENTER FOR ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGERY AND IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D has been practicing Oral  
and Maxillofacial surgery in the area for over 20 years. The 
Center for Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery & Implantology is 
committed to making every aspect of  

your care as pleasurable as possible. 

THE MICKLIN LAW GROUP
Offers more than 20 years of experience and focused legal 
representation to clients across New Jersey facing divorce, 
separation or other family law issues. They also provide 
comprehensive estate planning and probate services.

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, 
contact BVM at mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com; 
phone: (973) 277-7301

Expert Contributors

160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

Specializing in small, intimate, affordable 
WEDDINGS

251 Washington Ave. 
Nutley

www.DandLAutomotiveNJ.comComplete 
 Automotive Services
Emission Repair Facility
Brakes • Tires
Batteries • Electrical

Oil Changes
Electronic Computer 
Diagnostics

Shocks & Struts
Front End Specialist
Mufflers & Exhaust

Classic Cars 
Welcome NJ State 

INSpectIoN FacIlIty

D&L AUTOMOTIVE
Foreign & Domestic  Repairs

Established 1974

(973) 667-4688
D&L

Joe Isabella, Loan Officer
NMLS #347880

973.960.1000  
jisabella@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC           Equal Housing Lender

Offering exceptional 
mortgage products  
for all lifestyles.

Joe Isabella
Loan Officer
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Hope Lives in the Soto Home
By Joyce Corey  

Photographs by Randall Kenneth Photography

Although there may not be a family 
member named Hope Soto, for 

Heather, Armando, Emily, and Sophie, 
hope is a very real presence in their 
home. They all believe that miracles 
happen every day and this expectation is 
the guiding force within their lives.

Heather believes that “everything 
happens for a reason, whether as a  
blessing or a lesson.”

“Being asked to be the Feature 
Family for the February issue of Nutley 
Neighbors magazine is one in a long 
line of coincidences in my life,” Heather 
explains. “This month has a lot of signif-
icance for me and my family. Armando and I had our first 
date on Valentine’s Day in 1992 and his birthday is this 
month.”

Their first date came after many phone conversations 
but meeting in person was the official start of their rela-
tionship. “We met at Michael Angelo’s Restaurant in 

Newark which has since closed. We 
were with a bunch of our friends when 
Armando came in with balloons and 
flowers. It was very romantic,” Heather 
said.

The couple was married on September 
13, 1997. (Make note of the number 13 
here!) About a month later, they bought 
a house here in Nutley. “We had admired 
the house for a while. It has some beau-
tiful features like stained glass and 
molding.”

Heather and Armando have two 
daughters, Emily and Sophie.

“Emily is 19 and is enrolled in the 
fashion program at Bergen Community College,” Heather 
said. “Her goal after graduating is to attend LIM College in 
New York to pursue a career in this field. Emily has worked 
in some aspect of the fashion industry since she was 16 
and has known from a young age that this is the career for 
her.”

FEATURE STORY

Family and love is everything. 
Vacationing in Aruba

From left: Sophie, Armando, 
Heather, Emily and Lily
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Sophie is a junior at Nutley High 
School and is active in St. Mary’s 
Peer Leadership program and with 
the Relay for Life committee. She 
enjoys her job at Centre Ridge 
Nursery and is a huge plant and 
animal lover.

Lily, the family’s miniature apricot 
poodle, can attest to the love and 
devotion she feels from everyone in 
the family.

And the love that comes from the 
Soto family is shown in many ways 
throughout our town. Heather Soto 
is going into her fifth year as Event Lead for Nutley’s Relay 
for Life. She said, “It has been an amazing experience and 
I built beautiful new friendships and connected with my 
community, in a new positive way.”

Heather’s involvement with Relay for Life came after her 
father was diagnosed with melanoma. His death in 2010 
led her on a journey to help others while fundraising for a 
cure for cancer.

“My relay team, created in 2011, is Hearts 4 A Cure and 
has raised over $66,000 so far for the American Cancer 
Society,” Heather tells us. “The team size has fluctuated 
through the years; currently there are five thriving survi-
vors on the team in this short amount of time. Love and 
hope unite us for the fight against cancer.”

Now, let’s look at the significance of the number 13 for 
Heather.

“Since I believe that every-
thing happens for a reason, my 
involvement with Relay for Life is 
no coincidence. I am on the right 
path,” she said. ”Although it was 
heartbreaking to lose my dad to 
cancer, I am now on a journey to 
help others.”

“This is Nutley’s 13th year 
in Relay for Life and we are 
expected to break the $1.3 
million mark in donations. Our 
theme is ‘Believe in Hope.’ 
This past Valentine’s Day I gave 

‘hope’ a physical form by introducing a giant bear named 
Hope. She can be seen around town and is a reminder to 
expect wonderful things to happen.”

”Commissioner Tucci and the Parks and Recreation 
Department allow me the resources to execute a success-
ful Relay for Life each year,” Heather said. “Nutley’s Relay 
will be on May 27, 2019 at DeMuro Park from 6:00pm to 
midnight. We post updates and other important informa-
tion at Relayforlife.org/NutleyNJ.”

The Soto family also supports the cause in other per-
sonal ways. “My daughter, Sophie, is very active with Relay 
for Life as well. She has worn different hats through the 
years but everyone truly loves her macaroni angels.”

At Christmas, their house also becomes a testament to 
supporting the cause. “We line the walkways to our house 
with the luminaria bags on Christmas Eve. Many of our 

Brad M. Micklin
Lead Attorney, 

Managing Member

 Contact our office for a 
Free Consultation

(973) 562-0100
187 Washington Ave Suite 2F • Nutley
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The Community
School in Nutley

Infant Toddler Program
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program
10 St. Paul’s Place

Celebrating 50 Years of Quality Care and
Education for Young Children!

For further information:
www.communityschoolnutleynj.com

Email: csnutley@optonline.net
973-661-0789

• Serving children 3 mos.
through 5 yrs.

• State Licensed
• Experienced & Certified Staff
• Research Based Creative
Curriculum Program

• Individual Classrooms
• Participating in Grow NJ
Kids

• Music, Yoga & Movement
Weekly

• Summer Program

Celebrating 50 Years of Quality Care and
Education for Young Children!

Infant Toddler Program
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program
10 St. Paul’s Place

• Serving children 3 mos.—5 yrs.
• State Licensed
• Experienced & Certified Staff
• Using Creative Curriculum, 
   a reseach base program

• Individual Classrooms
• Participating in Grow NJ Kids
• Art, Music, Yoga & Movement
   Weekly
• Summer Program

For further information:

www.communityschoolnutleynj.com
Email: csnutley@optonline.net

973-661-0789
NR-0004215639-01

Hope lives here!
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Five Things the  
Soto Family Loves 
About Nutley

1. Charm and  
     character of town
2. Parks 
3. Family-oriented
4. Schools
5. Eateries, especially  
     Ralph’s their  
     all-time favorite.

We are always looking for fascinating residents 
to feature in Nutley Neighbors. If you are 

interested in being included or would like to 
nominate one of your neighbors please email  

jcorey@bestversionmedia.com.

 

366 Passaic Ave Nutley, NJ 07110 
(646) 422-9199 • njnaturalfamilyhealth@gmail.com

njnaturalfamilyhealth.com 

Our goal at New 
Jersey Natural Family 
Health is simple: 
to naturally relieve negative symptoms 
within the body, treat the underlying 
cause, and restore proper balance 
to maintain optimal health. Whether 
you are experiencing pain or other 
symptoms from a recent issue or a 
chronic illness, we can help. Combining 
her western medical knowledge with 
traditional Chinese Medicine, Dr. 
DiCarlo will develop a treatment plan 
to address any medical concern.

New Jersey 
Natural Family 
Health

 Dr. Shannon DiCarlo 
RN LAc DAOM 

• Acupuncture
• On-site Herbal 
 Pharmacy
• Nutrition and 
 Lifestyle Counseling
• Auriculotherapy 

neighbors do the same,” Heather said.
She also added a special event. “In 2016, I began to 

organize and celebrate National Cancer Survivor Day 
annually for Nutley specifically. It’s a beautiful time for our 
survivors and caregivers to enjoy this yearly celebration, 
have a bite to eat, or win some prizes.”

In the community, the Soto family is known for their 
friendliness and ‘open door’ approach. Heather said, “Our 
neighborhood is a little slice of heaven to us. Our neigh-
bors are great, friendly, and genuinely look out for each 
other. Armando can often be seen in his man cave (aka 
detached garage). We welcome neighbors who come to 
visit and are always there for them, as they are for us.”

That’s the heart of Nutley Neighbors, but the Soto family 
added one more element: hope.

Everything happens for a reason and blessings and 
lessons abound within this home. Just ask Hope. ■

The luminaries at Christmas Eve
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We Take Pride in Your Care 
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip  
and knee replacement surgeries using mini-
mally invasive techniques and routinely  
performs partial knee replacements as an 
outpatient procedure. 
Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic proce-
dures to knees, shoulders and hips as well 
as performs shoulder replacement surgery, 
anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction, 
articular cartilage surgery and patellofem-
oral realignment. 
Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treat-
ment of foot and ankle disorders including 
ankle arthritis, flatfoot deformity and 
bunion deformity, and performs arthroscopy 
and arthroplasty of the ankle. 

 Femino-Ducey-Queler Orthopaedic Group 
45 Franklin Avenue 

Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
973/751-0111  ♦  femino-duceyorthopaedics.com 

FEMINO-DUCEY-QUELER ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
45 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • (973) 751-0111 • femino-duceyorthopaedics.com

 We Take Pride in Your Care
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip and 
knee replacement surgeries using minimally 
invasive techniques and routinely performs 
partial knee replacements as an outpatient 
procedure. 

Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic 
procedures to knees, shoulders and hips 
as well as performs shoulder replacement 
surgery, anterior cruciate ligament 
reconstruction, articular cartilage surgery and 
patellofemoral realignment. 

Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treatment 
of foot and ankle disorders including ankle 
arthritis, flatfoot deformity and bunion 
deformity, and performs arthroscopy and 
arthroplasty of the ankle. 

Payment Plans Available Regardless of Insurance Status

NUTLEY ATHLETES 

Nutley 
Raiders Youth 
Wrestling  
on the Rise 
By Joyce Corey

C oach Michael Blanchard often refers to what the 
Nutley Youth Wrestling program was like in his early 

years there. “We were very inexperienced, and we only 
had three coaches and about 20 kids.” Blanchard came 
to Nutley after close to a decade and a half as a high 
school wrestling coach at Rutherford High School where 
he is employed as a middle school teacher. There, his 
teams amassed over 150 wins, several sectional berths, 
and numerous county, district, regional, and state medals. 
“When I left we secured a school record 21-win season 
and I felt I had been able to help the program achieve the 
pinnacle of its success. My third son was born in May of 
that year, and I knew it was time to let younger guys have 
a crack at coaching the squad.”

After a year away from the sport, Blanchard decided 
to get his oldest son, Matthew, involved in 2014. Shortly 
afterwards his middle son, Evan, took up the sport. 

“Wrestling has always been one of the best decisions of 
my life. It helped me grow in self-confidence, discipline, 
and work ethic. I use the things I learned in wrestling 
every single day of my life. I wanted to share that with my 
sons and their friends.”

Five years later, the program is thriving. There are now 
over 75 kids wrestling, many of whom have several years’ 
experience. The program also boasts seventeen coaches 
from the three tiers. “We have a Novice group for our 
beginners, an Intermediate group for those that have a few 
years’ experience, and then a County team that wrestles 
an actual dual meet schedule. I’m thankful so many have 
bought into what we are trying to do here in Nutley. We 
aren’t just developing individuals. We are building a team.”

This past year, the program ran a summer clinic that 
helped attract more kids to the team. Blanchard and 
several coaches and wrestlers took an 8.5 hour car ride 

Pictured from left to right: Jack Finkelstein, Luke Finkelstein, Liam Murphy, Shane 
Castellanos, Trace Castellanos, Nolan Brewer, A.J. Maiden, Ethan Maiden, and Nate Brewer 
at the 2018 Novice Tournament in February, proudly wearing their medals earned
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$99 eye exam 
 for first time patients 

$100off glasses 
Most Insurance Plans and FSA Accepted

DR. THERESA RADTKE (973)594-0200
Styertowne Shopping Center  LOWER LEVEL  1053 Bloomfield Ave. Clifton 

 Expert Eye Care  Latest Eye Wear  

 InSightEyesNJ.com

out to Ohio State to attend a father/son wrestling camp 
with head coach, Tom Ryan. “It was enlightening to hear 
Coach Ryan speak about the sport that did so much for 
him and his wrestlers. I enjoyed that camp very much. I’m 
hoping we can give our kids that gift, too.”

“This past season, we took about thirty-five wrestlers 
into our Intermediate group. We set up a schedule that 
allowed them to wrestle at events with the Novice kids, 
but also to gain mat experience with dual meets for them 
as well. The hope was that the Intermediate group would 

learn what it was 
like to be the only 
wrestler out there 
at a time.”

As the team has 
concluded another 
season, Blanchard 
sees the next 
season as one that 
faces two main 
challenges. First, 
they will have close 
to fifty kids on the 
County level with 
only sixteen weight 
classes. This means 
that they actually 
have too many kids 
which is a good 
problem to have 
considering where 
they were just five 

short years ago. Second, the wrestling room that houses 
the program is getting a lot of use. The size presents the 
second challenge because they can only fit about 25—30 
wrestlers at a time.  

But there are solutions to both challenges and with the 
support of the many people involved, they will start to 
see Nutley Youth Wrestling transform even further. “What 
helps our program most is the support of Parks and 
Recreation - particularly Superintendent Frank DeMaio, 
and Michael DiPiano, head coach of the Nutley High 
School wrestling team. We are in constant communication 
and they support us in so many ways. We are very lucky to 
have them in our corner.” ■

Evan Blanchard and Valen DeLaney garner 
medals at the Novice Tournament in Clifton 
in February of 2018. Twenty six wrestlers 
placed in the top 4 of the tournament.

PET CORNER

Adopt Us!

Brinx is a 2-year-old 
boxer mix. He was 

saved just hours before 
euthanasia from a city 
shelter due to lack of 
space. His advocates 
worked so hard for 
him and now we know 
why! You cannot help 
but fall in love with him 
instantly! He is super 
affectionate and appre-
ciative of his humans. 
Brinx is a happy-go-
lucky boy who loves to 
play outside and enjoys his daily walks, but is calm and 
relaxed inside. Although he does not like cats and he is 
selective with his canine friends, he is a sweet and loving 
boy. He would be a perfect addition to any family! Email 
info@brickcityrescue.com if interested in adopting Brinx! 
If Mr. Brinx is already adopted, check out the other loving 
Brick City Rescue dogs looking for their forever homes!

 
Serenity is a three-

month-old female 
rescued from an inner 
city shelter when she 
was just a couple 
of days old. She is 
extremely sweet. 
She’s dog, cat, and kid 
friendly. She is up-to-
date on vetting and 
would make a perfect 
addition to any family.

To adopt: www.yellow 
brickroadrescuenj.com/
cat-adoption- 
application/  ■

Submitted by Tiffany Servidio

Submitted by Christa Milici
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Nutley, New Jersey 
Phone (973) 562-0079 • Fax (973) 562-0075

KimberleyDonohoeEsq@verizon.net

General practice 
specializing in:
•  Special Needs
•  Real Estate 

and Municipal 
Court Matters

•  Estate Planning & 
Administration

You can trust in over 
20 years experience 
in handling 
guardianship cases 
for young adults 
through the elderly.

Kimberley A. Donohoe
• AT TORNEY AT L AW •

Custom Designs & Repairs 
By Our Expert On-Site Jeweler

Trio 
JEWELERS

301 Franklin Ave. •  Nutley
973-667-8628

Open Tuesday Thru Saturday

Providing Quality Merchandise & The Finest Service For Over 32 Years.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Nutley Spring Garden 
Hosted Jessie Chris, 
Country Singer  
By Paula Miller

Spring Garden Elementary School in Nutley hosted 
Jessie Chris, the 2018 Billboard “Artist to Watch” 

and Elvis Duran’s “TODAY Show Artist of The Month,” 
on November 14, 2018. This was part of a national tour 
which also included Nutley’s Radcliffe Elementary school. 
Jessie Chris was a victim of bullying growing up and 
music became her way of coping with these experiences. 
Her tour includes 
visiting 100 schools 
across the country 
to speak with stu-
dents about her 
story. Through her 
kind efforts, she 
hosts school assem-
blies where she 
plays some of her 
music and talks to 
the children about 
what bullying is and 

how music can help them cope through difficult times. 
She wrote a children’s book which was sold by both 
Nutley elementary schools and a dollar from each sale 
was donated to the schools. Philanthropy is important to 
this artist and her kindness clearly shined throughout the 
Nutley community. It sends an astounding message to 
the youth that being mindful of your feelings and learning 
healthy coping skills is crucial when you are young.  
Her message complements the great work provided by 
our Nutley educators today. ■

Jessie Chris (right), with Rickie and Ava Dooley
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NUTLEY
N E I G H B O R S

A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley

NUTLEY
N E I G H B O R S

The Merritt Family’s 
Home Advantage

Photograph by  
Randall Kenneth 
Photography

N E I G H B O R SN E I G H B O R S
Let’s Catch Up with 
The Rutnik Family!

OCTOBER 2018 A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley

NUTLEY
“Bringing Neighbors Together”

YOUR BUSINESS CAN BRING THE 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER EVERY MONTH 
IN NUTLEY NEIGHBORS MAGAZINE

FOR ADVERTISING OPTIONS CONTACT: 
Michael Stefanelli  973-277-7301
mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com 

NUTLEY NEIGHBORS

For most dog owners, purchasing dog food and treats 
from the grocery or pet store is the way we’ve always 

done it. We have a favorite brand that we trust and our 
furry companion finds delicious. 

But maybe there’s a better way. Mass-produced pet 
foods might contain chemicals, hard-to-pronounce ingre-
dients, byproducts and fillers. And let’s face it: the cost 
adds up. Making your own dog food at home is an easy 
way to ensure that you know exactly what’s going into 
Fido’s bowl. And it’s surprisingly simple to do. There’s no 
shortage of treat recipes out there, either. DIY dog food 
and treats are scrumptious, healthy and affordable. Check 
out my pup’s favorite recipes:

“EAT YOUR VEGGIES!” DOG FOOD
1 cup white rice (cooked according to package  
   directions)
2 pounds ground beef
2 pounds ground chicken
2 sweet potatoes, cubed
1 cup frozen peas
2 cups baby spinach, chopped

2 carrots, chopped
1 cup organic beef broth
1/2 cup water

Brown the meats in a large pot over medium heat. 
Add the sweet potatoes, peas, spinach and carrots. 
Continue cooking for another 10 minutes, stirring occa-
sionally. Add broth and water. Cover and cook for another 
20-30 minutes or until the sweet potatoes are fork-ten-
der. Stir in the rice and let it cool. Package it into 1/2 
cup or cup portions, and keep them in the refrigerator. 
Refrigerated food will keep for a week. Store remaining 
portions in the freezer for up to two months. 

BLUEBERRY BANANA ICE CREAM TREATS
2 cups plain yogurt 
1/2 banana, sliced
1/4 cup blueberries
1 tablespoon peanut butter (free of xylitol)

Blend everything in a food processor or blender. 
Then, spoon it all into ice cube trays. 
Store these trays in freezer bags. 
Place them in your freezer for three hours or overnight.  ■

By Chelsea Scott

DIY Dog Food & 
Treats 

PETS
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Do you know what your home is 
worth in today's hot market? 

Margaret 
Cozzarelli
244 Chestnut Street Nutley, NJ 07110
973-667-3000 • Office 
973-951-6705 • Cell

Each office 
independently 
owned and 
operated 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

244 Chestnut Street, Nutley • 973-667-3000
195 Fairfield Road, W. Caldwell • 973-227-1200

www.ParkSquareRealty.net

CALL TODAY FOR A 
COMPLIMENTARY 

MARKET ANALYSIS

Carl and Linda Lordi, 
Broker/Owner, Broker Assoc./Owner

cannot be combined with any other offers
Expires  3/31/19

375 Centre St.
 Nutley NJ 

973-932-3151

Acupuncture in network 
w/Horizon BCBS, Cigna & 

United Healthcare

www.alternativebodyworks.com

30% OFF
ANY
MASSAGE

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT

Tyler Genitempo 
Named First 
Recipient of the 
Diane Greco Sajle 
Scholarship  
By Alana Bonillo

Family and football are some of the 
many things the Greco family of 

Nutley holds dear.
“For the past five decades, there has 

been at least one member of the Greco 
family involved in some type of Nutley 
football program in one way or another,” 
explains Thomas Greco, lifelong resident 
and founder of Thomas Greco Publishing 
(also based in Nutley). Members of the 
family have coached midget football or 
flag football and played at the junior high 
and high school level since the 1950s, 
ending in 2015 when his son graduated 
high school.  

Always looking to give back to the town 
he has called home his whole life, Greco 
was working on his company’s yearly 
ad for the Nutley High School football program when the 
idea came to him: a small scholarship in honor of his sister, 
Diane, who passed away earlier in the year from pancreatic 
cancer. It was then that the Diane Greco Sajle Scholarship 
was born.

Although Diane, a Class of 1974 Nutley High School 
graduate, was not an athlete, football and the Nutley com-
munity were very important to her. Her brother decided to 
create a scholarship that would be awarded to the “most 
valuable teammate,” who, along with displaying athletic 
abilities, also exhibited the qualities Diane was most known 
for: compassion, dedication, and selflessness towards 

family, friends and community.
“Even though Diane left Nutley when 

she got married, she never stopped 
loving the town and always wanted to 
move back. Unfortunately, she never got 
the chance. I know she’d love the idea 
that we are keeping her memory alive 
in Nutley and through Nutley football, 
because it was always such a big part of 
our family.”

The scholarship is funded by members 
of the Greco family and a close family 
friend, Glenn Villacari of Parkway Auto 
Body in Nutley.

“We are so thankful to him for his contribution,” shares 
Greco. 

Since the family is not currently involved with Nutley High 
School football program, Greco reached out to Coach 
Steve DiGregorio entrusting him and the rest of the coach-
ing staff to choose the most deserving team member who 
best fit the qualities of “most valuable teammate.” 

Tyler Genitempo, Class of 2019, was chosen as the first 
recipient of the new scholarship. He was named the recip-
ient of the award at a recent football awards dinner by 
Rob Melillo, assistant coach and Greco family friend.  This 
past December, members of the Greco family gathered 

Above: Tyler receiving his scholarship 
at a recent football awards dinner
Left: Diane Greco Sajle
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Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-554-1234), member FINRA, SIPC. Annuity and insurance products offered 
through AXA Network, LLC, which does business in CA as AXA Network Insurance Agency of California, LLC, in UT as AXA Network 
Insurance Agency of Utah, LLC, in TX as AXA Network Insurance Agency of Texas, Inc., and in PR as AXA Network of Puerto Rico, 
Inc. AXA Advisors and AXA Network do not provide tax or legal advice. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the 
certifcation marks CFPi i ®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the U.S.
GE 96561 (8/14) (Exp 8/16) / G30111

356 Franklin Avenue, Nutley, NJ 07110    Tel: (973) 667-8650

As a platinum group within AXA Advisors focusing on wealth 
management services, our mission will be continuing to bring a high 
level of value to our clients. We are expanding our services and areas 
of focus by creating this partnership within AXA Advisors to better serve 
our clients through sound, objective strategies. 

  Tactical Asset Allocation
  Cash Management
  College Funding
  Estate Planning Strategies
  Long-Term Care Insurance
  Life Insurance
  Retirement Planning

SALVATORE COCCO, JR.
Financial Consultant
scocco@beaconwealthpartners.com
www.salcocco.com 

MICHAEL COCCO
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ professional
mcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com
www.mikecocco.com

973.667.8650
We are pleased to announce the formation of  
Beacon Wealth Partners, LLC, a financial services firm 
associated with the AXA Advisors, LLC Broker/Dealer. 
Please visit our website to learn more: www.beaconwealthpartners.com

ASSOCIATED 
WITH

David A. Morehouse  (973) 868-9486 
Nutley, NJ NJHIC #13VH04247100

General Contracting Services 
RENOVATION SPECIALIST, ADDITIONS, 

KITCHENS,BATHROOMS,BASEMENTS

www.MorehouseImprovements.com

WINNER of THREE  NJNARI 
Contractor of the Year Awards for 2015 

www.njnari.org

,DECKS

with Genitempo and the football coaching staff to formally 
present him with the $2,000 award.  

“It felt great. I didn’t expect it and was completely taken 
by surprise,” shared Genitempo.

Knowing it was the first year the award was being given 
out, he was extremely happy to receive it. When asked 
what his plans for the future involve, Genitempo says he is 
interested in studying criminal law with the possibility of 
pursuing a career in law enforcement.

Coach DiGregorio shared examples of Genitempo’s 
selfless nature which made him the right choice for this 
scholarship. The young athlete willingly volunteered to give 
up his position as wide-receiver in order to fill the team’s 
need for a tight-end, which his coach recognized as a self-
less gesture.

“Tyler is a hard worker and terrific teammate,” he added. 
“He gives 100 percent in everything we asked him to do. 
He excels in the classroom and we have always been 
impressed with the way he carries himself and how he 
treats his teammates. The success he had this year led to 
him being honorable mention All-League and we are very 
proud of him.”

“I want to thank Coach DiGregorio for so willingly helping 
to honor my sister and share in this new family tradition,” 
says Greco.

The Diane Greco Sajle Scholarship will be awarded annu-
ally at the conclusion of the Nutley High School football 
season each December. ■

NOTHING YOU WEAR  
IS MORE IMPORTANT  
THAN YOUR SMILE

Dr. Richard Tom D.M.D.
192 Chestnut St. Nutley, NJ 07110

www.rtdentalone.com
    973-667-2500
Mon: 10-5     Tues:  11-7
Wed:  9-5      Thurs: 12-8
Sat:  8-12  (*Select Sat Available)

• Dental Emergencies
• Same Day Appointments
• Several Insurances Accepted

DON’T NEGLECT YOURSELF 
OR YOUR LOVED ONES

Comfort

Attention

Quality Care

NEW PATIENT OFFER - LIMITED TIME ONLY
Basic Cleaning, Exam, 4 Bitewing Xrays
for $99 (Reg. $275)

*Our pleasure to extend this offer to immediate  
  family members.
*New patients only. No cash value.
*Insurance may cover. Additional services that may 
  be required beyond offer will be charged.
*Please mention offer when making appointment  
  and bring this ad at time of appointment.  

NEW PATIENT OFFER - LIMITED TIME ONLY
$3999 Invisalign  (Reg. $5750)

*Our pleasure to extend this offer to immediate  
  family members.
*New patients only. No cash value. Insurance may cover. 
*Valid only if no major dental problems/malocclusion 
  exist or have been addressed prior. Not all patients  
  may qualify for this offer.
*Please mention offer when making appointment  
  and bring this ad at time of appointment.  
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9 Cottage Place, Nutley NJ  |   917.346.6547  |   www.melanieryanlaw.com

The Law Office of

MELANIE L. RYAN, LLC
Real Estate Transactions 

Wills & Probate
Divorce & Family Law 

Business Formation & Dissolution 
Offering Discounts to Nutley 
Residents, First Responders, 
Veterans and Active Military 

GARDENING

The Quest for 
Seed Supremacy   
By David Wilson

Gardeners everywhere are constantly 
seeking the perfect crop or flower. 

Every year we are inundated with seed 
catalogs, e-mails, and advertisements 
as merchants compete for our loyalty 
and gardening monies. Accelerated 
seasons ensure garden catalogs that 
used to start arriving in January 
are now appearing two months 
earlier in November. Gazing 
out the window at dreary 
winter landscapes makes 
us long for that first flower 
in spring, fresh sugar snap 
peas, or a ripe tomato. 
We want to order one of 
everything in the catalog 
and start now!

First we need to control 
our enthusiasm, as we review 
yard pictures and journals 
from previous years to see what 
grew well and how much space we 
have to plant. Read each catalog’s busi-
ness statement to ensure they have taken the 
“Safe Seed Pledge.” This means the seeds  
will not be chemically treated or genetically modified 
(non-GMO) and may be certified organic. Hybrid selec-
tions incorporate the best traits of a species to ensure 
strong, successful plants. Heirloom and open pollinated 
varieties are important to gardeners for retaining old 
world flavors and plant characteristics.

The choices can be overwhelming and I am impressed 
that writers can describe twenty varieties of a crop, each 
in a different way. Start to breakdown the descriptions 
for space requirements. Compact or bush varieties work 
in small gardens, vining or plants that require support 

indicate large space needs. Next, look for 
weather requirements that can include 
planting zones, temperature extremes, 
moisture requirements, and days to matu-
rity. Shorter maturity times may mean you 
can beat hot weather or frost to ensure 

plant production and allow for succession 
crops in that same space.
Compare several catalogs to find exclusive 

varieties that are successful or offer a new twist 
on old classics. Look for AAS winners, staff favor-

ite, easy-to grow, footnotes, and other key phrases to 
aid you.  I prefer smaller seed companies that are inde-
pendent and offer quality customer service. You will find 
that many companies use the same mailing address, a 
sure sign of a disguised large centralized seller offer-
ing the same seeds under several aliases. Pinetree 
Garden Seeds, www.superseeds.com, is perfect for home 
gardeners.

Other characteristics to watch for are disease resis-
tant or good disease package to ensure healthy plants 
without spraying. Harvest tips include good picked raw, 
suitable for canning, or great for freezing. Isolation of 
some corns and other crops may be needed to prevent 
cross-pollination that could produce poor quality crops. 

Left:  Seeds come in all shapes and sizes. 
Above: The garden bounty from nature’s miracle.
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Moscara Realty
   973.667.1732
165 Franklin Avenue Nutley 
MoscaraRealtors.com

Moscara Realty is a Family  
Owned and Operated, inde-
pendent full service real estate 
company that has been serving 
the Real Estate needs of Nutley 
and surrounding areas for over 60 

years. Our friendly talented staff will help you 
with your home Purchase or Sales needs.  
“Its not just business ... it’s personal.”

Call us for a 
complimentary 

market  
analysis of your 

home

MIKE MOSCARA 
Broker of Record

 info@nutleymusic.com    211-213 Darling Ave / 558 Kingsland St. Nutley

(973)667-7155 (973) 558-1657     www.NutleyMusic.com

Piano, Guitar, Drums, 
Voice, All Band and 
Orchestral Instruments.

MUSIC LESSONS
Call Us Today! 
Enrollment is Open 
All Year! 

Here is where neighbors must work together and share 
compatible seeds. Donate any surplus seeds to your com-
munity garden. Store seeds in glass jars with desiccant 
in a cool place. VermonBean.com is another good seed 
company.

You have made your selections and just like packing 
for a trip, eliminate twenty-five percent for lack of space. 
Look for small seed packets if home gardening and 
don’t try to plant every seed. Hold some back to replace 
sprouting failures and to stagger crops for harvesting. 
Some seeds are directly planted in the soil. Others that 
produce long season plants have to be started indoors 
to be ready for transplant when weather settles. Many 
catalogs offer growing tips including soil temperatures, 
spacing, and harvesting. GardensAlive.com offers seeds, 
plants, lawn care, and household items.

Enjoy reading these catalogs as we get ready for another 
growing season and try at least one new type or variety 
of seed in your backyard garden.  Nutley’s own Joey Bee 
offers educational talks at joeybeepodcast.com. ■

David Wilson is an expert organic gardener, who also enjoys 
researching and sharing Nutley history. His new release,  
Fire in Our Lives, is an encyclopedic book of advice and 

experiences taken from a forty-year career in public service, 
emphasizing fire safety and severe weather preparedness. 

Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.  

Shop Tires Online at 
BradleyTireService.com

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Nutley Chamber of Commerce welcomes,  
Nutley Family Dentistry, 422 Franklin Avenue,  

Nutley, 973-235-9440, www.nutleyfamilydentistrynj.com, 
info@nutleyfamilydentistrynj.com, as a member. 

When it comes to preserving, enhancing and beau-
tifying our smiles, we all want the best. The best care, 
the best service, the best results.  It’s as simple as that 
for Nutley Family Dentistry’s Dr. Vicmary Kritharis. Dr. 
Vicmary is a unique kind of dentist. She takes a gentle 
approach, easing any concerns you might have by pro-
viding valuable patient education. She listens so she can 
best understand your particular needs. Then she strives to 
provide the highest standard of personalized dental care 
using her skilled training in the latest advances in dental 
technology. ■
l-r: attorney Andy Garruto, Rula Abualhuda of Spencer 
Savings Bank, Tara Yasenchak of Talent Hub 360, Frank 
Turano of American Made Custom Cabinets, Wilma of Nutley 
Family Dentistry, Kim Garner of Absolute Rehab, Dr. Vicmary 
Kritharis, Nancy Shaulis of Valley National Bank, attorney Frank 
Costenbader, Neil Henning of Fortress Financial, Marlene of 
Nutley Family Dentistry, Jessica of Nutley Family Dentistry,  
Mike Stefanelli of Nutley Neighbors Magazine
*Photo courtesy of Chamber Member Randy Frum of Randall 
Kenneth Photography

Ribbon Cutting Submitted by Nutley 
Chamber of Commerce
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VALENTINE’S DAY

Love is in the Nutley Air 
By Scarlett Morris

T here’s something so charming about thoughtful, cre-
ative dates. You get so used to living somewhere, you 

may not think there’s much old-world romance left there, 
but you may surprise yourself (and your partner!) by 
taking advantage of the simple pleasures in town.  
Try these date ideas and explore Nutley in a new way with 
your Valentine! Love is in the air, after all.

PIZZA TOUR
It’s a known fact. The way to ANYONE’S heart is through 
their stomach. Forgo the candlelit 
dinner this year in favor of a 
DIY pizza tour right here in 
Nutley. There are at least 
10 pizzerias in town, all 
with a 4+ star rating 
on Google. Start at 
one end of town and 
stop for a slice at each 
one along your route! 
Create your own rating 
system and vote for 
your favorites at the 
end. Maybe you’ll dis-
cover a new go-to for 
your next pie.

EXPLORATORY WALK
If the weather is mild, go for a 
winter stroll. Nutley’s park system 
heads straight through town from 
end to end. Start at Kingsland Park by 
the Kingsland Manor and walk all the way 
to Booth Park at Harrison Street.  
Even though you may spend your days 
driving up and down the same streets in town, 
walking will get you to notice an unexpected amount 
of new details. If you get chilly, veer off path to warm 
up with a cup of hot cocoa. Add another element to the 

adventure by making up a scavenger hunt of things to 
look for along the way!

A MAGICAL SUNRISE
Early risers, make a date of it! Wake up in the dark and 
stop to pick up some bagel sandwiches and coffee. Head 
to one of Nutley’s high points near East Passaic, park your 
car facing the city and put on some music to catch a one-
of-a-kind sunrise over the skyline. There are not many 
places with such an amazing view, so take advantage of 

this feature right in your town!

PICNIC AT HOME
There are not many  

opportunities to picnic  
in New Jersey in 
February, so make your 
own! If you have kids, 
this is a special night for 
the whole family.  
Head to the Nutley 
Public Library and pick 
out a romantic comedy - 

or treat your kids to your 
favorite old classic that  

they might love (my mom 
showed me West Side Story 

when I was six, but full disclo-
sure: that was probably a tad too 

intense!) If you really want to create 
the perfect atmosphere, bring your 

beach umbrella inside and lay it on the 
floor with a blanket in front. Spread out 

some sandwiches and picnic fixin’s and 
huddle up together to watch! 

Make date night a regular habit, not just a 
Valentine’s special by incorporating some new ideas into 

your routine. Keep the love alive between you and your 
partner...and, of course, Nutley! ■

VALENTINE’S DAY IS 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14

♥

♥

♥

♥
♥

♥

♥

♥

♥

LARGO
       HOUSE

ENJOY PEACE 
& SERENITY

A SATISFYING SPA EXPERIENCE
• Skin Care • Body Massages  

• Eyelash Extensions • Manicure  
• Pedicure • Spa Package • Waxing

973.777.9784
1051 Bloomfield Ave. Clifton, NJ

Styertown Shopping Center, Lower Level

www.spalargohouse.com

Leonora DiLauro-Ragab
SALES ASSOCIATE

m: 973-289-6013
o: 973-783-7400
e: leonora@kw.com
Keller Williams Realty
237 Lorraine Ave.
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043

#1  
Real Estate 

Company in 
America 

Because YOU 
are #1 
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LIBRARY CORNER

Love Your Phone?  
You are Going to Love 
These New Library Apps  
By Nick Van Dorn, Senior Librarian

I n the March 2016 issue of Nutley Neighbors, we spot-
lighted free digital materials to access and borrow 

from the convenience of your computer, tablet, or smart-
phone. Since that time, newer apps have been added to 
our website with improved search features, easier to navi-
gate screens, and fewer overall steps. As before, to access 
these apps, all you need is your Nutley Public Library card.  
Whether you are looking to borrow digital books, audio-
books, or magazines, take a class on photography, or learn 
how to speak a new language, the Nutley Public Library is 
your digital source to help you meet your personal, profes-
sional, and leisure-time goals.

Here are some of our recent additions: 

■ LIBBY
Meet Libby, the one-tap reading app from your library. 
Browse through a collection of over 24,000 popular and 
classic titles consisting of fiction, nonfiction, and biog-
raphies. With Libby, you can read books and listen to 
audiobooks, instantly, with little or no steps required. Libby 
offers you the option to download these materials for 
offline reading or you can stream them to save space on 
your device. Keep track of your reading history by adding 
bookmarks and notes and then sync them across multiple 

devices, so you can easily pick up where you left off no 
matter what device you choose to read from.

■ RBDIGITAL
If you remember Zinio, then you will love RBdigital. 
RBdigital is Zinio with a new name and improved features. 
Browse through this digital newsstand that consists of over 
250 magazines! The best thing is there are no checkout 
limits, returns, or hold lists. You can also access archives to 
download magazines you may have missed throughout 
the year. Plus, once you download a magazine it is yours to 
keep, but you can always delete it from the app if you no 
longer wish to read it.

■ LYNDA
Looking to improve on your time management, discover 
new features in the latest Microsoft Office, or ace that 
upcoming job interview? Lynda.com can help. Lynda is an 
online learning site that hosts a constantly growing library 
for nearly any subject you can think of, now with over 7,000 
courses! In addition to a tablet, phone, or computer, you 
can also access Lynda through your Roku or Apple TV. 
These courses are delivered by expert instructors in their 
fields and feature searchable transcripts that make it easy to 
find quick answers to questions. There are also certificates 
of completion that you can upload to your LinkedIn profile.

■ ROSETTA STONE
This award-winning language-learning tool, provided to all 
New Jersey libraries through funding by the State Library of 
NJ, gives you the option to learn from over 30 languages. 
Rosetta Stone’s learning is structured around core lessons 
to build reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills and 
also includes focused activities to refine grammar, vocabu-
lary, and pronunciation. Please note in addition to Rosetta 
Stone, we still offer access to the popular language learning 
tool Mango and Little Pim for children. ■

All of these new additions are available on our website  
at NutleyPublicLibrary.org. If you need help getting started 

or just want some more information, stop by at the  
Reference Desk, call us at  973-667-0405 x2604 or email 
us at  library@nutleynj.org. We are always here to help.

Adult & Pediatric 
Physical Therapy 
(973) 235-1111

610 Franklin Avenue, Nutley  •  AbsoluteRehabNJ.com
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NUTLEY HISTORY

Three Nutley Merchants Who Changed Our Lives 
By Barry Lenson

DREWES RECREATION SUPPLIES
Drewes was more than a hobby shop. It was a family 
you could join if you wanted to, and everyone was 
warmly welcomed by Mr. and Mrs. Drewes and their 
two sons Bobby and Buddy. When I first visited Mr. 
George Drewes, he wasn’t actually operating a store. 
He was dispensing hobby advice from his base-
ment on Church Street. I remember walking down 
his driveway and going down his cellar stairs and 
there he was, helping boys (mostly) build model cars, 
boats, and planes. Mrs. Drewes would pop in to say 
hello. She knew all our names, the sports we played, 
everything.

At a certain point, Mr. and Mrs. Drewes moved to a 
storefront right across the street from Nutley High  
and became a real store. Mr. Drewes still offered 
advice. Plus, he installed a slot car track and held 
weekly slot car races. There were also contests where 
you could enter the models you built. Mr. and Mrs. 
Drewes enriched the experience of what it meant 
to be a kid who was growing up in town. Did they 
change your life too?

Your Community Funeral Home
Professional, Compassionate Service 24 Hours a day, 365 Days a year

*Participant in the NJ Prepaid* Funeral Trust Fund

John F. Brown
Manager

License No. 2633

267 Centre Street
Nutley, NJ 07110
www.swbrownandson.com
(973) 667-0875

All the advertisements you will find in Nutley 
Neighbors prove the point that Nutley businesses 

do so much to make life in our town so much better. 
Whether you need a massage, financial counseling, a 
dinner, or a watchband, they are there for you.

And they always have been. In this article, I would like 
to reflect on three Nutley merchants who contributed so 
much to my childhood in Nutley back in the 1950s and 
1960s. Perhaps you remember them too, or you would 
like to mention other Nutley merchants from years past? 
I would encourage you to send me an email at barrylen-
son@aya.yale and share your memories. Perhaps I can 
share them in a future article.
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540 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • 973.661.2800 • Visit us at: www.BiondiFuneralHome.com

Anthony A. Biondi, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. #3893

Anthony A. Biondi, Sr.
Director, NJ Lic. #2350

INDEPENDENT 
& FAMILY OWNED

Our Family Serving Your Family with 
Dignity, Respect and Compassion Since 1941

FUNERAL HOME

540 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • 973.661.2800 • Visit us at: www.BiondiFuneralHome.com

Anthony A. Biondi, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. #3893

Anthony A. Biondi, Sr.
Director, NJ Lic. #2350

INDEPENDENT 
& FAMILY OWNED

Our Family Serving Your Family with 
Dignity, Respect and Compassion Since 1941

FUNERAL HOME

MEMBER OF THE NEW JERSEY  
PREPAID FUNER AL TRUST FUND

Schedule a Tour or Event at the Nutley Museum:
For school groups and private museum tours, please call  

Kerry Flynn, caretaker, at 973-667-1528, or Suzanne Hagert 
at 973-667-4270. The Nutley Historical Society is a  
not-for-profit organization dedicated to serve the  

educational, cultural, and historical needs of our community.

GANTNER’S HARDWARE
Gantner’s Hardware changed every-
one’s life in Nutley. It was located 
at the corner of Franklin Avenue 
and Stager Street. My dad and I 
would go there when we had any 
kind of home fix-up problem, and 
John Gantner would answer our 
questions and propose a solu-
tion, usually in the form of a tube of 
putty, a box of rubber washers, or a 
particular screw or bolt.

Gantner’s was a true hometown 
Nutley business, a magical place if 
you were a kid. I really miss it. And 
all of us in Nutley are privileged 
because Mrs. Wilma Gantner, John’s 
wife, chose to call Nutley home until 
her recent death in January, 2019.

NUNZIO’S MUSIC
I started taking accordion lessons from Charles Nunzio 
at his music shop on Franklin Avenue when I was about 
six. I then went to a few other music schools in the area, 
but returned to study with him when I was in high school. 
Charles Nunzio was a master musician. After I graduated 
Nutley High School, I went off to study with world-re-
nowned musicians at two of the most prestigious music 

conservatories in North America. 
But Charles Nunzio knew just as 
much as those teachers did, and 
probably more, about how to 
shape a musical phrase or make a 
piece of music come alive.

He was a master musician who 
chose to make Nutley his home, 
and the home for his business. Did 
he change your life too? Today, 
several private music studios in 
town carry on the tradition.

If you have memories of Nutley 
merchants who changed your life, 
please take a moment to let me 
know. I bet that some of the busi-
nesses who you will find in N 
utley Neighbors are changing your 
life today. Please take a moment to 
let me know at barrylenson@aya.
yale. edu. ■ 

John Ganter of 
Ganter’s Hardware
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EVENTS CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2019
Feb. 3, Sun.
Maternity Meet and Greet: 
Maternity Center Tour
@Clara Maass Medical Center,  
1 Clara Maass Dr., Belleville
Prepare for the birth of your 
child by meeting staff, touring the 
Maternity Center, and learning 
about various parent education 
classes. Get to know the Labor-
and-Delivery unit and ask about 
admitting procedures and childbirth 
options. Tours are also available by 
request.
Time: 9-10am, 10-11am
For more information or to register 
call 1-888-724-7123
 
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25, Mon.
Self Help Program: Tai Chi, 
Qigong, Yoga, Stress Technique, 
& Meditation
@Parks and Recreation Bldg.,  
44 Park Ave.
Time: 10-11am
For more information contact the 
Recreation office at 973-284-4966
 
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25, Mon.
Senior Art Program
@Parks and Recreation Bldg.,  

44 Park Ave.
Time: 1:00-2:30pm
For more information contact the 
Recreation office at 973-284-4966

Feb. 5, 19, Tue.
Board of Commissioners 
Meeting
@Town Hall, 3rd Floor Commission 
Chambers, 1 Kennedy Dr.
Time: 7pm
Open to the public
For more information visit 
www.nutleynj.org/board-of-
commissioners

Feb. 5, 12, Tue.
Infant Massage Class
@Clara Maass Medical Center,  
1 Clara Maass Dr., Belleville
Parents and caregivers will learn 
the benefits of massage as a 
way to improve bonding and 
communication, improve sleep and 
digestion, and reduce stress and 
depression in both parents and 
babies. Parents-to-be and those 
with children from 2 weeks to age 
1 may participate. For expecting 
parents, a doll will be provided for 
in-class practice.

Time: 6-8pm
Cost: Free
For more information or to register 
call 1-888-724-7123

Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, Wed.
Essex County Aerobic Exercise 
Program
@Parks and Recreation Building,  
44 Park Ave.
Time: 9:30am
For more information and to 
register call 973-735-6228

Feb. 6, Wed.
Essex County Clerk Program
@Parks and Recreation Building,  
44 Park Ave.
On the first Wednesday of each 
month the Essex County Clerk’s 
office is available at the Recreation 
Department for residents to 
obtain passports and Notary Public 
services.
Time: 2-8pm
Cost: Free
For more information visit  
www.nutleynj.org/recreation

Feb 10, Sun.
Nutley Winter Farmers Market
@Vincent Methodist Church,  
100 Vincent Pl.
The first ever Winter Market will 
offer a variety of local foods and 
handmade products – a bright spot 
in winter for shoppers from the 
Township of Nutley, NJ and the 
surrounding communities.
Time: 1:30-5:30pm
For more information call co-
Market Manager Meredith Blank 
at 973-284-4951 x2424, email 
mblank@nutleynj.org, or visit  
www.nutleynj.org/farmersmarket

Feb. 11, Mon.
Breastfeeding Workshop
@Clara Maass Medical Center, 
1 Clara Maass Dr., Belleville
Learn more about resources 
that can help you choose the 
best option for you and your 
baby. Trained lactation experts 
will give expectant mothers 
information about the advantages 
of breastfeeding, maternal nutrition, 
breast care, and breastfeeding tips 
for the working mother.
Time: 7-9pm

                    

Glendale Cemetery features a beautiful, park–like  
setting on 60 rolling and wooded acres of natural beauty.

 Since 1903 Glendale Cemetery has served the  
needs of over 75,000 families with care and dignity.  
We provide a serene setting for final resting places and 
most importantly, peace of mind.  

Glendale Cemetery is a place of great comfort and 
consolation. We have thousands of burial plots,  
crypts and niches available. A Perpetual Care Fund 
ensures the carefully maintained grounds and facilities  
will always remain so.

Contact us at 973-748-1253 to schedule an appointment www.glendalecemetery.org
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2019 Cost: $25 per person
For more information or to  
register call 1-888-724-7123

Feb. 16, Sat.
Build a Bird House
@Essex County Environmental 
Center, 621-B Eagle Rock Ave., 
Roseland
For adults and children ages 10 and 
older who are accompanied by an 
adult. Build a home that encourages 
breeding birds and other wildlife 
to take residence. Putting out your 
bird house now creates a good 
chance of having a nesting pair of 
songbirds in your garden by spring.
Time: 11am-12:30pm
Cost: $10 per child, $12 per adult
For more information or to register 
call 973-228-8776

Feb 16, Sat.
Electronics Recycling  
Collection Day
@Municipal Parking Lot 7, 507 
Franklin Ave. (behind Bella Luce)
Acceptable items include 
computers, laptops, fax machines, 
microwaves, monitors, printers, 
scanners, stereos, speakers, VCR 
and DVD players, and televisions.
Time: 9am-1pm

For more information call  
the Department of Public Works  
at 973-284-4984

Feb. 17, Sun.
Kingsland Manor  
Open House Tour
@3 Kingsland St.
Come explore the historic 
homestead of the Kingsland family 
and beyond, set within park-like 
grounds overlooking a pond and 
waterfalls.
Time: 1-4pm
For more information visit  
www.kingslandmanor.org

Feb 21, Thurs.
Family Walk and Campfire
@Essex County Environmental 
Center, 621-B Eagle Rock Ave., 
Roseland
Join a naturalist for a short walk 
on the trails and experience forest 
life at night. After the walk, enjoy a 
campfire with organic fire-popped 
popcorn and mint tea.
Time: 6-7:30pm
Cost: $10 per child, $12 per adult
For more information or to register 
call 973-228-8776

Nutley Department of Public 
Affairs FACEBOOK pages
Type these into the Facebook 
search bar to find:
Nutley NJ Public Health Resource 
Center
Nutley NJ Young Women’s Initiative
Nutley NJ Military & Veteran’s 
Affairs Bureau
Nutley NJ Department of Public 
Affairs Pet Health Resource Center
Nutley NJ Bernie’s Club

Nutley Health Department 
They conduct a number of health 
workshops throughout the year 
as well as provide resources to 
some of the finest health service 
organizations in New Jersey. 
These resources include home 
care planning, family/caregiver 
support and respite, medication 
management options and home 
safety. They also conduct screenings 

for skin cancer, adult vision, and 
colorectal cancer. Immunizations 
and a children’s clinic are also 
available.
Call for more information:  
973-284-4976
www.nutleynj.org/health   

Nutley Corps
Nutley students from grades 6 
to 12 are invited to assist the 
Department of Public Affairs with 
a number of our senior citizens, 
health and veteran programs, and 
other community services. Nutley 
Corps is a very rewarding and 
educational experience for all the 
students who participate.
Email Commissioner Rogers 
for more information: 
commissionerrogers@nutleynj.org
www.nutleynj.org/nutley-corps

Family Owned & Operated Since 2003

372 Centre St. • Nutley
973-235-0937

www.NutleyDiner.com

Enjoy our extensive menu 
for breakfast, lunch & dinner 

24 hours a day
7 days a week in our cozy 
atmosphere or take out.

Visit our in house bakery
and full-service bar

A Child’s World 
Where Playing is 
Learning
• Infant & Toddler Care  

• Pre School  

• Kindergarten  

6 Weeks to Six Years

Small Groups
Individual Classrooms
Air-conditioned
Fully Equipped Facility
Spacious Outdoor 
Playgrounds with  
Safety Surfaces 
Experienced  
Certified Staff 
State Licensed 

A Program 
Dedicated to  
Early Childhood 
Education
• Art • Music  

• Social Skills  

• Language Development

634 Mill St., Belleville, NJ 07109

973-751-6380

www.sandylanenursery.com

SANDY LANE Nursery School

PreK The Right Way

Half Days & 
Full Day 

Programs   
7 am to 6:15 pm

Happy Kids = 
Happy Parents!

Follow Us on Facebook 
and Instagram! 
Nutley Neighbors - Best Version Media
@nutley_neighbors_magazine
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WE BUY HOUSES 
N O  C O M M I S S I O N S  T O  P AY

N O  R E P A I R S  T O  M A K E
N O  C L O S I N G  C O S T S  T O  D I S H  O U T

N O  H A S S L E S  O R  H E A D A C H E S

Call us today for a fair, cash offer!

973-888-9WIN (9946)

NUTLEY REAL ESTATE

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the 
statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing 
in this magazine is separate from any statistical data provided 
which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Homes Currently for Sale 
by Price Range

Homes Sold Last 90 Days

200,000 - $300,000 — 13
$300,000 - $400,000 — 8
$400,000 - $450,000 — 6
$450,000 - $500,000 — 8
$500,000 - $600,000 — 3
$600,000 +  — 4
Largest Listing $879,999

$200,000 - $300,000 — 11
$300,000 - $400,000 — 19
$400,000 - $450,000 — 12
$450,000 - $500,000 — 7
$500,000 - $600,000 — 8
$600,000 +   — 5
Largest Sale $802,500



Come Visit Our Brand New State of the Art Service Department

318 Bloomfield Ave, 
Bloomfield
(877) 535-6227
www.lynnesnissan.com

200,000 - $300,000 — 13
$300,000 - $400,000 — 8
$400,000 - $450,000 — 6
$450,000 - $500,000 — 8
$500,000 - $600,000 — 3
$600,000 +  — 4
Largest Listing $879,999

$200,000 - $300,000 — 11
$300,000 - $400,000 — 19
$400,000 - $450,000 — 12
$450,000 - $500,000 — 7
$500,000 - $600,000 — 8
$600,000 +   — 5
Largest Sale $802,500



Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D.
187 Washington Ave. 

Suite 1B • Nutley

CT Scan Guided Dental • Implant Placement
Extractions • Wisdom Teeth • Joint Disorders (TMJ)
Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting • Facial & Oral Trauma
Treatment of Tongue Tie • Facial & Oral Pathology

Surgical Orthodontics (Exposure of Impacted Teeth)
Surgical Endodontics (Apicoectomy)

www.EchoOralSurgery.com

On Call For Emergencies - 24 Hours A Day

~We Accept Most Dental Insurances~

973.667.5844

Emergency...........................................................911
Police Department............................ (973) 284-4940
Fire Department............................... (973) 284-4940
Town Hall......................................... (973) 284-4951 
Library.............................................. (973) 667-0405

Parks and Recreation........................ (973) 284-4966
School District.................................. (973) 661-3500
Chamber of Commerce ................. (973) 667-5300
Public Affairs & Health Dept. ....... (973) 284-4976
Public Works ................................. (973) 284-4958

Important Phone Numbers - www.NutleyNJ.org

0526

A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley

NUTLEY
N E I G H B O R S


