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Isaac Newton and 
the Class of 2020

I first ‘met’ Isaac in high school.  
I thought he was brilliant and had 
great hair. (Hey, this was when hair 

bands were popular!) Although he 
had died in 1727, that didn’t stop me 
from appreciating everything he said, 
especially his laws of motion. I still 
remember and refer to them today!

In fact, I am going to apply one of 
his laws to the graduating Class of 2020.

Law III: For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.
From a purely physical standpoint, this law is applied every time we 

walk, drive a car, or send a rocket ship into space.
But I believe it can be applied in a much larger sense in life.  

(Okay, I may be taking a few liberties with Isaac’s profound wisdom 
but, since I’m his biggest fan, I don’t think he will object.)

When something affects our lives to an enormous degree, like a 
pandemic, I fully expect to see something happening to an enormous 
degree in the opposite direction.

Nutley High School’s Class of 2020 was locked out of their school 
three months before graduation as a highly-transmittable virus 
brought our entire nation, and the world, to a standstill. Although they 
resumed their education online, their senior year was not at all what 
they had dreamed it would be.

According to Isaac, that would constitute a major force in one direction.
According to me, I expect the Class of 2020 to experience a major 

force, of the same magnitude, in the opposite, and posi-
tive, direction.

Although the remainder of their education took place 
virtually, the daily reality and presence of the pandemic 
gave these students powerful life lessons. Read about how 
they coped, adapted, and planned for their futures.

I hope they always remember this issue of Nutley 
Neighbors and know that both Isaac and I are predicting 
phenomenal things for them based on the laws of motion.

And just so you know, Isaac understood about quaran-
tines firsthand. He was isolated during the Great Plague 
of London (starting in 1665), which is when he engaged 
in groundbreaking discoveries that marked his ‘years of 
wonder.’

I can’t wait to see what the Class of 2020 will accomplish!
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BEACON WEALTH PARTNERS, LLC
AXA ADVISORS, LLC
Michael S. Cocco, CFP®, ChFC® is a 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
professional with AXA Advisors, LLC  
where he provides Financial Planning, 

Investment Advice, and Insurance Planning for his clients.  Mike is a 
graduate of Penn State University.
Salvatore Cocco, Jr. CLU has been with Beacon Wealth Partners, LLC 
since 1995 and has practiced as a generalist in all disciplines of  
the financial planning services including Investment Planning,  
Retirement Planning, College Savings, and Insurance.  He is a 
1977 graduate of Seton Hall University and was inducted into their 
Entrepreneurial Hall of Fame.

CUCINA 355 RISTORANTE & PIZZERIA 
Cucina 355 Ristorante & Pizzeria serves affordable 
classic Italian dishes and some of the best specialty 
pizza’s around. Located at 355 Franklin Ave,  
the restaurant offers a very comfortable ambiance  
and spacious dining room that will let you relax and 

enjoy the cuisine. A full takeout menu is available in addition to a superb 
professional catering service that suits a wide variety of budgets appetites 
and occasions.

FEMINO-DUCEY-QUELER  
ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
Orthopedic surgeons specializing in  
joint replacement, sports medicine and foot 
and ankle surgery. Each physician of FDQ is 
distinctively skilled in his area of expertise. 
Patients from as far as Europe and Asia 

have sought out Dr. Femino for hip and knee replacement surgery. Local 
sports teams rely on the expertise of Dr. Ducey to get them back on the 
playing field after injuries sideline them. Dr. Queler’s expertise treating the 
foot and ankle enables patients to become fully functional once again. 

INSIGHT EYE & VISION CARE
Dr. Theresa Radtke is a 2016 graduate of the Arizona 
College of Optometry.  Through completing a residency 
and clinical rotations focused in Ocular Disease, she 
honed her skills in diagnosing and treating a full spectrum 
of eye conditions.  InSight Eye & Vision Care is a full 

service optometric practice and optical shop she opened in 2017 with 
hopes of providing a one stop shop for excellent eye care, eyewear and 
personalized service for the community.  

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, contact BVM at  
mstefanelli@bestversionmedia.com or phone (973) 277-7301

Expert Contributors

INVESTORS HOME MORTAGE
Joe Isabella is a Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist (CMPS®).  
He has been with Investors Home Mortgage since 2010 and is a 
Circle of Excellence Award winner. Since joining Investors, Joe has 
helped many families in Nutley and the surrounding area with their 
home financing needs. He was born and raised in Nutley and still 

resides in his home town. He is a graduate of both Nutley High School and Montclair 
State University. 

LIGRESTI DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES
Doctor Dominick J. Ligresti is a Medical Doctor who is a Board 
Certified Dermatologist (which is the highest degree in medicine  
and dermatology). He is also an Adjunct Professor of Dermatology 
and Clinic Chief at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in NYC.  
He teaches medical doctors from Hackensack University Hospital. 

He successfully treats all skin diseases for adult and pediatric patients, including 
advanced painless allergy testing.  Ligresti Dermatology Associates is a full service 
dermatology practice including cosmetic dermatology for antiaging like: Restylane 
fillers, Botox/Dysport, Chemical Peels and Microdermabrasion. The office is located  
at 175 Franklin Ave. Nutley.  

RECOVR ACUPUNCTURE AND SPORTS REHAB 
North Jersey’s premier acupuncture and sports rehab facility. The 
clinic was founded by Dr. Alan M. Genitempo, a New Jersey licensed 
acupuncturist who received both his Masters and Doctorate degrees 
in Acupuncture. We specialize in acupuncture for the treatment of 
musculoskeletal pain as well as other generalized health conditions. 

Services include acupuncture, cupping therapy, herbal medicine, electric-stimulation 
acupuncture, dietary therapy and infrared therapy. Dr. Genitempo is a lifelong resident 
of Nutley and looks forward to serving the community of Nutley for years to come. 

THE CENTER FOR ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGERY AND IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D has been practicing Oral and Maxillofacial 
surgery in the area for over 20 years. The Center for Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery & Implantology is committed to making every 
aspect of your care as pleasurable as possible. 

540 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • 973.661.2800 • Visit us at: www.BiondiFuneralHome.com

Anthony A. Biondi, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. #3893

Anthony A. Biondi, Sr.
Director, NJ Lic. #2350

INDEPENDENT 
& FAMILY OWNED

Our Family Serving Your Family with 
Dignity, Respect and Compassion Since 1941

FUNERAL HOME

540 Franklin Avenue • Nutley, New Jersey 07110 • 973.661.2800 • Visit us at: www.BiondiFuneralHome.com

Anthony A. Biondi, Jr.
Manager, NJ Lic. #3893

Anthony A. Biondi, Sr.
Director, NJ Lic. #2350

INDEPENDENT 
& FAMILY OWNED

Our Family Serving Your Family with 
Dignity, Respect and Compassion Since 1941

FUNERAL HOME

MEMBER OF THE NEW JERSEY  
PREPAID FUNER AL TRUST FUND
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Nutley Market Snapshot
Property Address                  Price           Beds      SqFt

 ACTIVE
57 Kingsland Street $379,000 3 1,190
167 Milton Avenue $389,000 3 1,136
21 Emily Avenue $449,999 3 1,202
154 North Road $455,000 3 1,609
20 Joerg Avenue $589,000 3 2,034
314 Chestnut Street $649,000 5 3,207
37 Coeyman Avenue $749,000 6 2,603

 UNDER CONTRACT
6-12 Hillside Ave C0102 $190,000 1 733 
133 Pake Street $305,000 4 1,146
115 Margaret Avenue $325,000 3 1,278
67 Conover Avenue $379,000 3 1,590
20 Windsor Place $439,000 3 1,510
48 Funston Place $459,000 3 2,700
21 Weston Street $550,000 4 2,062
38 Burnett Place $875,000 5 4,410

 SOLD
357 Walnut Street $369,000 3 1,756
174 Raymond Avenue $387,000 2 1,293
475 Hartford Drive $443,000 2 1,986
54 Mapes Avenue $470,000 3 1,680

REAL ESTATE

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of 
the real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Home Roots. Local Expertise.
 R U B I N O  R Y D E R  T E A M  

Award Agency
210 Franklin Ave Nutley NJ, 07110
Office: 973-661-3808
Each office is independently owned and operated 

"We love our home for the inviting open floor

plan, and private, quaint yard. 

Our neighbors complete the package,

making it a great place to live"

- The Homeowners of 

25 Weston St, Nutley NJ

R U B I N O R Y D E R T E A M . C O M

Mary Broker Sales Person | Michael Sales Person 

Cell: 973-477-3657 | RubinoRyderTeam@gmail.com
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Daniel Miletic Abigail Scheidel

N utley High School’s Class of 2020 made an 
appearance in more than just their yearbooks. 
You’ll find mention of this group of grads in the 
history books—due to the effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

This highly-infectious virus resulted in a wave of shut-
downs, curfews, quarantines, and restrictions which made 
their way around the world, to our country, to New Jersey, 
and even our own Nutley schools. Although social distanc-
ing guidelines kept this group physically apart, they will 
always be connected through this unique experience, the 
challenges it brought, and the adaptations they made.

Nutley Neighbors magazine has the privilege of introduc-
ing you to some of the seniors who shared their thoughts 
on this year, how they continued their academics, and their 
plans for the future.

■ RAJ PAGHDAL Class of 2020 President
The pandemic certainly put a wrench into all of our plans for 

senior year. From the little events like Commitment Day and 
yearbook signing, to the bigger events such as the prom 
and graduation, the experiences we were supposed to enjoy 
slipped out of our hands. We were approaching a point in 
senior year that was stress-free and a time to make memo-
ries that we’d carry on forever. Finding alternatives was hard, 
but as a class, we couldn’t just sit and sulk. We adapted by 
having hours’ worth of video and audio conversations, and 
by participating in challenges that made use of our time.

My own future plans have not changed, but it is still  
uncertain if I will spend my first semester of college in Nutley 
or on campus. 

■ ALLYSSA BOVASSO-PIGNATARO
I never thought that school would actually close, and when it 
did, it was a big shock for me and the rest of my classmates 
and friends. It all happened at once. One second, I was in 
school living a normal life, and the next thing I knew, that 
was all flipped upside down. I missed my last track and field 

Class of 2020 
Unbeatable and Unstoppable

By Joyce Corey 

Shannon Granelli 

Dominic DiNorscio

Anthony DePersio

Kristina Lopomo

Brian McCormackMonica Rubens
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season, the prom, and a regular 
graduation.

If I’m being completely honest, it 
was very hard.

I had already committed to 
college about a month before any 
of this started so my plans stay as is, 
and it is easier for me since I will be 
staying at home for college.
 
■ ABIGAIL SCHEIDEL
This pandemic significantly 
changed my senior year. My class-
mates and I missed out on events 
that we had been looking forward 
to all four years of high school. 
I adapted to these changes by 
trying my best to follow a sched-
ule. I did my schoolwork every day 
and then some form of exercise in 
order to stay healthy and in shape. 
I also looked for ways to improve 
my basketball skills. This pan-
demic has taught me to cherish 
the people who I love and to never 
take advantage of my everyday routine. Someone very 
close to me was greatly affected by COVID-19, and even 
though he is on the road to recovery, it showed me how 

fragile life really is and the severity 
of this situation.

I hope that our world will revert to 
normal so I can spend time with my 
friends and family before I am off to 
Muhlenberg College in the fall.

■ CAMERON SCHILP
COVID-19 impacted people  
worldwide and I am not an 
exception. All of the events I had 
planned had been canceled. This 
pandemic devastated my senior 
year, baseball season, prom, and 
Memorial Day weekend plans. 
More importantly, it has prevented 
me from making lasting memories 
in the last few months. It was hard 
at first to adapt to these changes 
because I am not usually home. But 
I made the best of it by spending 
time with my family, taking walks 
and bike rides, working out, 
cooking and watching shows like 
Outer Banks and Sopranos start to 

finish. One thing I realized during these times is that even 
though life is terrible right now, you always have to stay 
positive and find something to do that makes you happy. 

MM
RR HH

See Our Full Menu at  W W W . M I C H A E L S R O S C O M M O N . C O M

531 Joralemon St.  Belleville    973-759-0060  

Family 
Owned 

and 
Operated

Open for Outdoor Dining! 
Takeout & Delivery  
11am-9pm Daily
Saturday & Sunday Brunch Til 3pm

◆ Full Line of Packaged Goods Including 
Beer, Wine & Liquor Available

◆ Check Out Our Facebook & Instagram 
Pages for Our Daily Specials

Feature Story Sponsored by Michael’s Roscommon House

FEATURE STORY

Brandon Velasquez
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160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria
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a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

We Look Forward to 
Resuming Operations Soon!
 Best Wishes to the  
Nutley Community

160 Franklin Ave • Nutley, NJ • 973.662.0242
www.mammavittoria.com • info@mammavittoria.com

winter special

We are open to the public every Friday night with 
a four course Italian dinner for $23.95 per person

January, February and March 2018
$100 Discount on Party of 25 or More
$200 Discount on Party of 50 or More

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/mammavittoria

Shop Tires Online at 
BradleyTireService.com

I am excited to be attending West Virginia University in  
the fall to major in finance. The future is what kept me 
hopeful during this tough time. 

■ BRIAN MCCORMACK
The COVID-19 pandemic brought my senior year to a  
standstill, canceling the prom, graduation, and my final 
spring track season. I adapted to the change by trying to 
focus on my next step in life: college. I plan to attend The 
College of New Jersey (TCNJ) this fall and major in  
economics. I am really looking forward to going away to 
college. I have also been spending my time working at the 
Centre Ridge Garden Center.

I wish all of my fellow classmates and graduates good  
luck and best wishes in the future.

■ SHANNON GRANELLI 
The last few months of senior year have always served as a 
culmination of thirteen years of hard work, thirteen grades, 
three schools, three hundred students, and, now, three 
months lost by the Class of 2020, never to be recovered. It 
hurts, not being able to see the teachers you have learned 
from for the last four years, or talking through a screen to 
some of the people who have impacted the very course 
of your life. Missing these milestones feels like a gaping 

wound, but the Class of 2020 has always persisted, and  
we will continue to do so.

We made the best of our last moments with our teachers 
and friends, who sent their love, congratulations, and 
support for us through typed words on the screen, just as 
real as any spoken truths. We will always remember the halls 
of NHS, the (at times) weird smells coming from the culinary 
rooms on the second floor, and the crowded cafeteria 
intersection. Even if we never have a chance to step into the 
building we have lived in for the last four years, we will never 
forget our roots as we keep our eyes and hearts towards  the 
future and whatever may come to us as alumni of Nutley 
High School.

■ ANTHONY DEPERSIO
The pandemic has taken my senior year away from me and 
a lot of once-in-a-lifetime experiences, such as prom and 
graduation, which have been stripped away, and it is very 
disappointing. This, however, barely scratches the surface of 
how I’ve been affected in that my father contracted the virus 
quite early into the stay-at-home directive. He was hospi-
talized for almost a month and it has left a permanent mark 
on my senior year. It was an extremely nerve-wracking time, 
and something I will never forget because my dad’s recovery 
was far from guaranteed. We did get lucky though, and he 

Raj Paghdal Allyssa Bovasso-Pignataro Cameron SchilpMichael Capobianco
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251 Washington Ave. 
Nutley

www.DandLAutomotiveNJ.comComplete 
 Automotive Services
Emission Repair Facility
Brakes • Tires
Batteries • Electrical

Oil Changes
Electronic Computer 
Diagnostics

Shocks & Struts
Front End Specialist
Mufflers & Exhaust

Classic Cars 
Welcome NJ State 

INSpectIoN FacIlIty

D&L AUTOMOTIVE
Foreign & Domestic  Repairs

Established 1974

(973) 667-4688
D&L

pulled through, but not until after a lot 
of fighting.

I adapted to the changes by playing 
PS4 online with my close friends every 
day, which was a great way to keep in 
touch, and I made sure to keep myself 
occupied with school work and various 
activities to help the hours pass. 
Distractions have been key in getting 
through the quarantine without driving 
myself crazy.

My college plans have not changed; 
I’ll continue to go down the path I had 
set prior to this tragic event. It’s more 
meaningful than ever to me now to 
ensure I go to college and become a 
cardiovascular surgeon.

■ DANIEL MILETIC
The pandemic has added an extra 
level of unexpected stress as I am 
sure everyone, including our teach-
ers, have experienced. I wasn’t able to 
enjoy my last year celebrating grad-
uation with my friends and fellow 
classmates. I found ways of keeping 
myself busy; besides playing video 
games, I started taking long bike rides 
and daily walks around my neighbor-
hood (with my mask on of course). 
Also, I’m a musician so I focused my energy and released 
my frustrations by playing my guitar, composing music, and 
recording it.

The pandemic has not changed my career path. I’m still 
planning to study music in college, and I realize the power 
of music is so important and not just in times like this. It’s part 
of human communication and is therapeutic. Music is my 
passion and has helped me to get rid of some of my  
frustrations, relieve stress, and it’s a great escape.

As I reflect upon my experience during the pandemic,  
I realize how much I took for granted, like the simple things 
in my life: family gatherings, going out to eat with my 
friends, guitar lessons or rehearsals. It’s important to appre-
ciate everything we’ve been given, especially our family and 
friends.

■ SMEILIN REYES ABAD
The way this pandemic affected my 
senior year is that  I really wanted to  
see myself dressed for my graduation.  
I adapted little by little because it  
was a very difficult situation with the 
fear of being infected. I believe that  
the pandemic has not affected my 
studies. It’s overwhelming to know 
that many people have died from this, 
mainly older people,  but I am glad  
that some countries have already 
ended their fight with COVID-19.

■ MICHAEL CAPOBIANCO
With my AP classes and role as 
Captain for the Nutley HS Rowing 
Team, this pandemic forced me to 
change many aspects of my academic 
and extracurricular careers.  
I’ve spent the last four years rowing 
on the Passaic River during the spring 
season and was appointed to the  
position of captain in my junior year.  
I missed being able to see my friends  
and participate in clubs such as CORE, 
Student Ambassadors, and National 
Honor Society. In order to adapt to our 
changing climate, I have been taking 
online courses but, unfortunately, 

was not able to participate in the rest of the spring rowing 
season. I now spend my time practicing hobbies like 
playing guitar and taking photographs. I appreciate all the 
time and experiences gathered from Nutley High School 
and look forward to a safer future in college.

I am very excited to be attending Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick in the fall at the School of Arts and Sciences.

■ VICTORIA ROSE CAPUTO
The pandemic affected my senior year tremendously.  
I will never get a chance to say goodbye to some of my 
friends and teachers. Senior class trips and experiences 
we dreamed about since we were little won’t happen. I will 
never walk through the halls of NHS again. It was very heart-
breaking and all of my friends felt the same, so we came 

Smeilin Reyes Abad
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Chase Nicolette

together and helped each other. There were many  
up and down days, but taking our minds off it certainly 
helped. My mom and aunt helped a lot as well! I wish this 
didn’t have to happen, but it made us stronger for the future 
and taught us we can’t always get our way.

In the fall, I will be attending Monmouth University with 
five of my friends to create memories together there that we 
couldn’t do this year.

■ MONICA RUBENS
This pandemic has tried to kill the spirit of the Class of 2020. 
We had worked so hard and our last couple of months at 
NHS was taken from us. This pandemic has taken events like 
the prom and graduation away from us. With the dedication 
from, not only the staff at NHS, but the unity from the com-
munity, I’ve adapted by staying close to my family and taking 
this time to strengthen myself.  

■ SAMANTHA GABRIELE
The pandemic has not only taken away some of the most 
exciting months of every student’s long-awaited senior  
year, such as my final track season and last classes with  
my favorite teachers, but it also took away my ability to  
see my friends and family before everyone goes to college. 
Like most, I adapted by taking advantage of the technology 
we have as well as hanging out with my friends from  

a distance, but I miss my normal routine.
My college and career plans have not been affected by 

the pandemic, but it definitely increased my stress. Overall, I 
just wish things weren’t this way, but what I missed the most 
was seeing my friends and family.

■ KRISTINA LOPOMO
The pandemic basically ruined my senior but, I tried to keep 
positive. I adapted to the changes by going to work and 
doing online schooling, but I didn’t like not being in a class-
room with all the other students. I am happy and grateful 
that I got in my final soccer season in the fall.

My college and career plans have been put on hold for 
now because of all the uncertainty.

■ CHASE NICOLETTE
I’m terribly sad to have missed the end of my senior year; 
missing all the time I should have spent with my classmates 
before we all leave for different colleges. In August,  
I committed to attend a small university in rural Vermont  
to study meteorology and atmospheric science only to  
find out in late April, that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the school might not have the financial resources to stay 
open after the upcoming academic year, a fate, I fear,  
many small colleges and universities will be facing now.

I’ve decided, instead, to attend Penn State University in  

Mohraiel Botros Victoria Rose Caputo Samantha Gabriele

Committed to  
Serving the Community! 

theoakleykitchen.com

*Offering Affordable 
  Family Trays 

*Full Menu Available 

                                    
*Delivery to Nutley 

789 Bloomfield Ave. 
Nutley

973-542-8676
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■ ANAÏS ST. AMANT 
When I was in elementary school, senior year felt like a  
lifetime away. Now, it seems as if it ended all too soon.  
I would have liked a fulfilling closure to these past four  
years and to say goodbye to all the teachers who have 
helped me along the way. But while I do wish our year  
could have ended normally, keeping people healthy and 
slowing down the spread of the virus was more important. 
I hope that our class can have a ceremony later this year 
when things have calmed down. ■

the fall. I will still be majoring in meteorology, which has 
been my career choice since kindergarten, just in a different 
place than I thought I would be in when I started my senior 
year. I want to wish my fellow members of the Class of 2020 
all the best for the future.

■ BRANDON VELASQUEZ
This pandemic is probably the last thing I could have  
imagined happening to anyone. Over the course of a week, 
it went from one or two distant classmates joking about it, 
to everyone being forced 
out of school. I’ll have 
an interesting story to 
tell anybody for the next 
decade or longer, but I 
seriously wish I had the 
remainder of my school 
year back. I’m glad I had 
the physical accompa-
niment of my family and 
virtual company of my 
friends too. I also want to 
keep my plans for college 
on a steady route, even if 
I’ll be stuck doing some 
of it at home. However, 
if there’s one thing from 
these past months that’ll 
stay with me for the rest 
of my life is the fact that 
you’ll never realize how 
much you really need 
something until it’s gone. 
I hope any senior graduates 
of future years are met with 
better circumstances than the graduating class of 2020.
 
■ DOMINIC DINORSCIO
The pandemic has made me realize to never take the little 
things for granted and that I should not be in such a rush 
to grow up. I remember thinking ‘I can’t wait for school 
to be over’ or rushing through the school years wishing 
for summer. Now, I would give anything to walk the halls 
with my friends again. We missed out on so many more of 
these moments. I also lost my last season of baseball and 

Anaïs St. Amant‘s artwork inspired by the quarantine

WE BUY HOUSES 
N O  C O M M I S S I O N S  T O  P AY

N O  R E P A I R S  T O  M A K E
N O  C L O S I N G  C O S T S  T O  D I S H  O U T

N O  H A S S L E S  O R  H E A D A C H E S

Call us today for a fair, cash offer!

973-888-9WIN (9946)

spending time with my teammates. The good thing that 
came out of this is that I spent more time with my family. We 
had dinner together every night and played board games.  
These are things we would not normally have done because 
of our busy schedules. Although this has been a difficult 
time for me, I realize many have lost loved ones and fell ill 
themselves; my thoughts are with them. Thank you to all the 
essential workers who never stopped working for all of us...  
I am forever grateful.

My college plans have not changed; I am looking forward 
to starting Montclair State 
University in the fall.

■ MOHRAIEL BOTROS
This pandemic has 
affected my graduation, 
prom, and the plans I 
had before college. We 
missed out on the most 
memorable time in our 
lives. My first semes-
ter of college might be 
online which changes all 
the plans I had. Staying 
home is keeping us alive 
and safe, so hopefully, 
we’ll be able to enjoy the 
summer. I would like for 
all the high schools to 
be patient until this pan-
demic is over so we can 
have our graduating 
ceremony. 
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The Premier 
Acupuncture 
and Sports 
Rehab Facility

W W W . R E C O V R N J . C O M

259 Washington Ave Nutley 

(973) 320-9325

TREATMENT FOR:

Musculoskeletal Pain
Joint Pain
Post-Surgical  
Rehabilitation
Arthritis
Headaches
And much more!

Dr. Alan M. Genitempo 
L.Ac DACM

NUTLEY HISTORY

How the Nutley  
High School Prom 
Came to Be Held 
Outside the Gym 
By Barry Lenson, President of the Nutley High School 
Class of 1967 and Nutley Museum Art Historian

I feel bad for you Nutley High School seniors who 
will not have a prom this year. I hope that this 
article, which tells the story of how the prom 

“escaped” from the NHS gym for the first time in 
1967, will cheer you up.

■ What the Prom Was Like Before 1967
Up through 1966, the prom was held in the gym 
at Nutley High. Every year, a committee did such 
a fine job of decorating the place that it if you 
looked around, it was difficult to tell that you were 
in the gym at all. But some people, me included, 
thought that we deserved to have our prom some-
where else – somewhere more memorable. I decided to 
try to get that to happen.

There was really no reason why I was the right person 
to get anything to happen. I didn’t hold class office. I 
didn’t really do too much of anything. But one day, one 

Call or Stop in to our 
Brand New Location in Nutley 

for a consultation

Brendan McMullen
VP of Mortgage Lending

o: (973) 939-8662   c: (201) 478-0006

Home loans 
built on trust

 NMLS ID:786168; NJ - Licensed

NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) • NJ - Licensed 
in NJ: Licensed Mortgage Banker - NJ Department of Banking & Insurance

Brendan McMullen
VP of Mortgage Lending

C: (201) 478-0006
O: (973) 939-8662
brendan.mcmullen@rate.com
Rate.com/brendanmcmullen
4 Century Dr. Suite 150
Parsippany, NJ 07054

Mortgage rates are near all-time 
lows. Contact me today!

NMLS ID #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) 
NMLS ID: 786168, LO#: NJ - Licensed

brendan.mcmullen@rate.com
Rate.com/BrendanMcMullen
139 Chestnut St. Nutley, NJ 07110

Mortgage Rates are  
Back to 7-Year Lows! 
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Moscara Realty

165 FRANKLIN AVENUE NUTLEY 

www.MoscaraRealtors.com

Family Owned Business since 1955

With this 
ad get a 

No 
obligation. 

Do You Know the Value of Your Home? 

COMPLIMENTARY MARKET ANALYSIS

Member 
NUTLEY 

Chamber of 
Commerce

Your Hometown 
Realtor for 60 Years

“Its Not Just 
Business, 

Its Personal.” 

   973.667.1732

Individual Therapy  
& Counseling
Family Therapy 
Online Counseling 

Anxiety  ✹  Addictions  ✹  Trauma 
Child and Adolescent Issues  ✹  Anger

862-930-5700 
TimeToHealCounseling.com

Simona Cassatly 
edm, lpc, cctp

1 0 1 8  B R OA D  S T.  S U I T E  6 , B LO O M F I E L D  N J  0 7 0 0 3

Major Health Insurance 
Carriers Accepted

 

For More Information and to  
Take a Tour Call 973-743-0792

THE JOB HAINES DIFFERENCE

Assisted Living  
Long Term & Respite Care 
Sub-Acute Rehabilitation

https://stock.adobe.com/images/daugh-
ter-with-senior-mother-hugging-on-
park-bench/179717612?prev_url=detail

Established in 1897. Job Haines Home has been a Regional 
Leader in Senior Care for Generations.

W W W . J O B - H A I N E S . O R G    2 5 0  B L O O M F I E L D  A V E  B L O O M F I E L D

of the guys I ate lunch with in the cafeteria said to me, 
“You should run for class president . . . maybe you’d 
win.”

I didn’t think I stood the slightest chance, but I ran 
anyway. Then the day came when the three other can-
didates and I gave our campaign speeches in the high 
school auditorium.

I walked up to the podium and started out by saying 
that it seemed so unfair to me that every year the town 
would spend thousands of dollars to install another new 
language lab, that those labs never worked, and that 
meanwhile there were no lockers in the metal shop where 
we could store our projects. Some of the teachers in the 
audience looked glum to hear me say that – I was mouth-
ing off. (I recall saying, “I will build them myself.”) But 
because the students were cheering, I pushed the enve-
lope a little further.

“And another thing,” I said, “we deserve to have our 
prom outside of the gym. We need a real prom, not a glo-
rified record hop!”

Then the audience pretty much erupted. I remem-
ber looking into the hall and seeing that Penny Coates, 
a member of our class, was laughing so hard that I could 
actually see her tonsils.

When the class voted, I won on the first ballot. I was 
amazed. A few weeks later, David Broffman, our principal, 
and I went to tour the Westmount Country Club, which 

seemed like a good place to hold our prom. I remem-
ber that Mr. Broffman was driving a really neat new Ford 
Mustang.

■ Our Class Makes Plans
I appreciated the fact that he was going to help our class 
hold our first prom outside of the high school. When we 
got to the Westmount and started talking, I was surprised 
to learn that our class had a big enough budget to hire 
not only a dance band, but also The Orlons, a really good 
Motown singing group that had recorded several big hits, 
including “Meet Me on South Street.” Our class voted.

■ Did we want The Orlons? Yes, we did.
So we were pretty much set. And when our prom night 
came, it was beautiful. I don’t remember too much about 
it all actually, but I do remember that the final slow dance 
of the night seemed to last forever. My date, Betsy, and I 
rocked back and forth and back and forth until I thought 
my feet were going to fall off.

So back in 1967, our class established a tradition that 
has endured until today – a prom held outside the gym! I 
wish you had had a prom too. But mostly, I wish you every 
joy and success in the years to come. Prom or no prom, 
things will be wonderful for you. And just like oldsters like 
me, someday you will look back at your years in Nutley 
High and remember just how wonderful they were. ■
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 info@nutleymusic.com    211-213 Darling Ave / 558 Kingsland St. Nutley

(973)667-7155 (973) 558-1657     www.NutleyMusic.com

Piano, Guitar, Drums, 
Voice, All Band and 
Orchestral Instruments.

MUSIC LESSONS
Call Us Today! 
Enrollment is Open 
All Year! 

Custom Designs & Repairs 
By Our Expert On-Site Jeweler

Trio 
JEWELERS

301 Franklin Ave. •  Nutley
973-667-8628

Open Tuesday Thru Saturday

Providing Quality Merchandise & The Finest Service For Over 32 Years.

T he library may be open with limited hours or 
remain closed, your vacation plans may be 
uncertain and the future is unknown, but one 

thing is sure, summer is here and it is the perfect 
time for reading! Do you want your summer reading 
to be fun and breezy, addictive and thrilling, educa-
tional, or inspirational? We have books, audiobooks, 
magazines and more for your enjoyment either in 
the library or available digitally.

Stop by the library (if we are open) or visit the 
library’s website to access our digital collections 
of eBooks and audiobooks (Hoopla and Libby/
OverDrive) for amazing stories guaranteed to let 
you escape to other worlds, expand your horizons, 
and “Imagine Your Story.”

Be sure to join the Adult Summer Reading Club 
too for the chance to win some exciting prizes at 
the end of the summer! This year’s summer reading 
theme is “Imagine Your Story” which focuses on 
fairy tales, folktales, mythology, and fantasy titles. 
Information about our digital collections and the 
summer reading program can be found on our 
website at www.nutleypubliclibrary.org.

LIBRARY CORNER

Summer Reading  
2020 Best Summer 
Reads @ the Nutley 
Public Library 
By Jeanne Sylvester, Supervising Librarian

HOT NEW SUMMER TITLES   
Sure to be popular (get your name on the waiting list)

■ Popular Fiction
28 Summers  
by Elin Hilderbrand
Big Summer  
by Jennifer Weiner
The Last Trial by Scott Turow
Mexican Gothic  
by Silvia Moreno-Garcia
On Ocean Boulevard  
by Mary Alice Monroe
Party of Two  
by Jasmine Guillory

■ Thriller/Suspense/Mystery
A Good Marriage  
by Kimberly McCreight
The Girl from Widow Hills  
by Megan Miranda
The Guest List  
by Lucy Foley

The Only Good Indians  
by Stephen Graham Jones
Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

■ NonFiction and  
Biography/Memoir
Big Friendship: How We  
Keep Each Other Close  
by Aminatou Sow and Ann 
Friedman
The Plus: Self-Help for  
People Who Hate Self-Help  
by Greg Gutfeld
The End of Everything 
(Astrophysically Speaking)  
by Katie Mack
My Life as a Villainess: Essays 
by Laura Lippman
Rebel Chef: In Search of What 
Matters by Dominique Crenn

Nutley Public Library, 93 Booth Drive, is barrier free. Visit the website at nutleypubliclibrary.org, email us at  
library@nutleynj.org or call 973-667-0405. Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., 9am – 9pm /Wed., Fri., Sat., 9am – 5pm
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Family Owned & Operated Since 2003

372 Centre St. • Nutley372 Centre St. • Nutley
973-235-0937973-235-0937

www.NutleyDiner.com

Open 9AM-9PM
Our Full Menu is available 

for curbside pickup. 

Call us directly at  
973-235-0937  

or by using DoorDash, 
UberEats, or Grubhub. 

Copper is a 1-year-
old Chihuahua mix 

that came to our rescue 
after being found living 
outside with his young 
family in Texas. Copper, 
even though he is only 
a year old, was already 
a father to puppies and 
helped his wife dog 
survive by bringing her 
food. He has no medical 
issues and likes other 
dogs. Copper weighs 
about 13 lbs. and has 
been doing well with crate training. We don’t know 
whether Copper ever had a real home to call his own so 
we hope someone can give this father his day to shine!

Visit www.facebook.com/Darlingpawsrescue/  
for more information or email them at  
darlingpawsrescue@gmail.com ■

Emily is a young stunning 2-year-old female who 
we rescued from a local high-kill shelter. She has 

stunning green/blue eyes and is also a polydactyl! She 
is the definition of a total lap cat! She is very sweet but 
when she doesn’t want to be bothered she does nip. 
She’s looking for an adult household only. She loves to 
purr and snuggle each night. She needs to be your one 
and only as she does not like other cats or dogs. She is 
microchipped, FIV/FeLV negative, stool tested negative, 
dewormed, UTD on vaccines, and spayed. $100 
adoption fee applies.

To apply for Emily: https://yellowbrickroadrescuenj.
com/cat-adoption-application/ or email us at  
yellowbrickroadnj@gmail.com

Adopt Us!

PET CORNER

Submitted by Alison Rogers 

Submitted by Christa Milici
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Ligresti 
DERMATOLOGY

General & Cosmetic 
Dermatology Serving Adult 

& Pediatric Patients 

• Surgical Procedures

• Cosmetic Services

• Botox/Dysport

• Dermal Fillers  
   Restylane

175 Franklin Avenue, Suite 103 
(1st floor) Nutley, NJ 

Look Great  
Feel Great

• Skin Care Products

• Advanced  
  Allergy Testing

• Microdermabrasion

• Chemical Peels

(973) 759-6569     
LigrestiDermatology.com

We Take Pride in Your Care 
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip  
and knee replacement surgeries using mini-
mally invasive techniques and routinely  
performs partial knee replacements as an 
outpatient procedure. 
Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic proce-
dures to knees, shoulders and hips as well 
as performs shoulder replacement surgery, 
anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction, 
articular cartilage surgery and patellofem-
oral realignment. 
Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treat-
ment of foot and ankle disorders including 
ankle arthritis, flatfoot deformity and 
bunion deformity, and performs arthroscopy 
and arthroplasty of the ankle. 

 Femino-Ducey-Queler Orthopaedic Group 
45 Franklin Avenue 

Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
973/751-0111  ♦  femino-duceyorthopaedics.com 

FEMINO-DUCEY-QUELER ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
45 Franklin Avenue | Nutley | New Jersey 07110 

p: 973.751.0111 | f: 973.235.0110
femino-duceyorthopaedics.com

We Take Pride In Your Care

We Take Pride in Your Care 
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip  
and knee replacement surgeries using mini-
mally invasive techniques and routinely  
performs partial knee replacements as an 
outpatient procedure. 
Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic proce-
dures to knees, shoulders and hips as well 
as performs shoulder replacement surgery, 
anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction, 
articular cartilage surgery and patellofem-
oral realignment. 
Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treat-
ment of foot and ankle disorders including 
ankle arthritis, flatfoot deformity and 
bunion deformity, and performs arthroscopy 
and arthroplasty of the ankle. 

 Femino-Ducey-Queler Orthopaedic Group 
45 Franklin Avenue 

Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
973/751-0111  ♦  femino-duceyorthopaedics.com 

We Take Pride in Your Care 
Dr. Frank Femino specializes in hip  
and knee replacement surgeries using mini-
mally invasive techniques and routinely  
performs partial knee replacements as an 
outpatient procedure. 
Dr. Stephen Ducey specializes in sports 
medicine and performs arthroscopic proce-
dures to knees, shoulders and hips as well 
as performs shoulder replacement surgery, 
anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction, 
articular cartilage surgery and patellofem-
oral realignment. 
Dr. Seth Queler specializes in the treat-
ment of foot and ankle disorders including 
ankle arthritis, flatfoot deformity and 
bunion deformity, and performs arthroscopy 
and arthroplasty of the ankle. 

 Femino-Ducey-Queler Orthopaedic Group 
45 Franklin Avenue 

Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
973/751-0111  ♦  femino-duceyorthopaedics.com 

Payment Plans Available Regardless of Insurance Status

NUTLEY ATHLETES

Four Nutley 
High School 
Wrestlers 
Compete 
at NJSIAA 
Tournament 
in Atlantic 
City
Submitted by Joyce Corey

The four state qualifiers and the coaching staff.  Top left to right: Coaches Ralphie DiPasquale,  
Nick Ritacco, Billy Searle, Jacob Gonzalez, Sal Mainiero,  Nick Polewka, Coach Neal Picillo  

Bottom left to right: Head Coach Mike DiPiano and Coach Anthony Montes 
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Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-554-1234), member FINRA, SIPC. Annuity and insurance products 
offered through AXA Network, LLC. Beacon Wealth Partners, AXA Advisors and AXA Network do not provide tax or legal advice. 
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certifcation marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and 
federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the U.S.  Beacon Wealth Partners is not a registered investment advisor and is not 
owned or operated by AXA Advisors or its affiliates.

PPG-146795 (8/19)(Exp. 8/21)

356 Franklin Avenue, Nutley, NJ 07110    Tel: (973) 667-8650

At Beacon Wealth Partners, our mission is to bring a high 
level of value to our clients through sound, objective 
strategies and wealth management services.

 Tactical Asset Allocation
  Cash Management
  College Funding
  Estate Planning Strategies
  Long-Term Care Insurance
  Life Insurance
  Retirement Planning

SALVATORE COCCO, JR.
Financial Consultant
scocco@beaconwealthpartners.com
www.salcocco.com 

MICHAEL COCCO
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ professional
mcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com
www.mikecocco.com

DANIEL N. COCCO 
Financial Consultant
dcocco@beaconwealthpartners.com

973.667.8650

Please visit our website to learn more: 
www.beaconwealthpartners.com

PCC
Platinum  

College  
Consulting

 
info@platinumcollegeconsulting.com

Services 
provided 

exclusively 
online, text, 

phone

We Can  
Help You 

Stand Out  
with  

Top Notch 
Applications!
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Receiving her  
acceptance letter

1… 2… 3… 4…

N o, that's not 
the voice 
of a referee 

counting during a 
wrestling match, that's 
the number of Nutley 
High School wrestlers 
who advanced to 
the New Jersey State 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (NJSIAA) 
championships which 
were held at Boardwalk 
Hall in Atlantic City. 
The event was held for 
three days in March, 
from the 5th-7th, but it 
created some lifetime 
memories for several of our town's high school wrestlers.

Representing Nutley this year was Billy Searle, Sal 
Mainiero, Nicolas Polewka, and Jacob Gonzalez. Gonzalez, 
Mainiero, and Searle came in third in their weight classes, 
while Polewka finished fourth. But all of them won an 
experience to remember.

For Billy Searle, "the experience was amazing. The 
competition level was intense since no one gets to that 
point unless they were very good."

Searle is a junior who 
started wrestling in his 
freshman year and did 
exceptionally well to get 
to the state finals. He 
also plays football. In 
college, he will compete 
in sports, either football 
or wrestling.

It was Sal Mainiero's 
dream of competing 
in Atlantic City, but 
it was not his first 
time attending the 
championship events 
since his two older 
brothers had participated 
and placed at the 
event in previous years. 
Nevertheless, Mainiero 

said it was "the greatest experience. Since I'm a junior, 
I can try it again next year." In college, he may continue 
wrestling.

Although Mainiero seems to come from a family of 
wrestlers, he did not immediately love the sport. "My dad 
signed me up when I was six and I hated it. I think I cried  
for the first month until I finally realized it was something  
I really wanted to continue doing."

Nick Polewka is also a junior. "It was great going down 

Nutley Coach Beal Picillo, Athletic Director Joe Piro, teammates, and fans going 
crazy after Nick Polewka qualifies for the state tournament
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$99 eye exam 
 for first time patients 

$100off your next purchase  
of sunglasses or eyeglasses 

Most Insurance Plans and FSA Accepted

DR. THERESA RADTKE (973)594-0020
Styertowne Shopping Center  LOWER LEVEL  1053 Bloomfield Ave. Clifton 

 Expert Eye Care  Latest Eye Wear  

 InSightEyesNJ.com
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The Community
School in Nutley

Infant Toddler Program
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program
10 St. Paul’s Place

Celebrating 50 Years of Quality Care and
Education for Young Children!

For further information:
www.communityschoolnutleynj.com

Email: csnutley@optonline.net
973-661-0789

• Serving children 3 mos.
through 5 yrs.

• State Licensed
• Experienced & Certified Staff
• Research Based Creative
Curriculum Program

• Individual Classrooms
• Participating in Grow NJ
Kids

• Music, Yoga & Movement
Weekly

• Summer Program

Infant Toddler Program  
200 Highfield Lane

Full Day Program  
100 Vincent Place

Half Day Program  
10 St. Paul’s Place

• Serving children 3 mos.—5 yrs. • Experienced & Certified Staff  
• Individual Classrooms • Art, Music, Yoga & Movement Weekly
• Using Creative Curriculum, a research based program  
• State Licensed• Participating in Grow NJ Kids• Summer Program 

    For further information:  

www.communityschoolnutleynj.com
Email: csnutley@optonline.net  

973-661-0789

Celebrating 50 Years!

4-Star Rating 
from Grow  

NJ Kids

★ ★ ★ ★24 Washington Ave. Nutley

(973) 235-0505

New 
American-Italian 

Restaurant

www.AmericanBistro.net

BistroAmerican

Wine Bar

there for the championships," he said. "I saw it as a 
learning experience for next year so I will know what to 
expect. I'm not sure if I will continue to wrestle in college, 
although a few schools already reached out to me."

Jacob Gonzalez, a senior, said, "It was great going there 
with some of my best friends whom I had been wrestling 
with since kindergarten. It was a fun experience and 
wonderful to be around the coaches. We had some hard 
breaks but the goal was getting there and competing." 
Gonzalez will be going to Johnson & Wales University 
next year and will continue wrestling.

To Coach Mike DiPiano, each of these wrestlers made a 
significant accomplishment for Nutley High School as well 
as a mark of excellence in their own careers. His thoughts 
and comments about each of them reflect his pride in all 
of them.

"Jacob Gonzalez had a great career as a Raider. His 
goal was to make it to Atlantic City as a senior and he 
fulfilled that goal. He came up just short of 100 wins in his 
career and he is going to be missed in our line-up."

"Sal Mainiero had a fantastic season and capped it off 
by winning a match at the state's finals in Atlantic City. He 
is capable of being on the podium next year and we are 
looking for him to achieve that goal."

"Nick Polewka had one of the most unbelievable runs 
in the region's tournament. He continued to knock off 
wrestlers who defeated him during the year to qualify for 

States. His win to qualify is one of my favorite coaching 
moments of all time."

"Billy Searle had an outstanding junior campaign and, at 
times, was dominant throughout the season. He is hungry 
to get back to the state's finals next year and place in the 
top eight, and we feel he has a great shot at doing that."

With the high level of commitment to the sport that the 
wrestlers and coaches have always given to this sport, the 
NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic City next year should be 
very exciting for Nutley High School. ■
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Joe Isabella, Loan Officer
NMLS #347880

973.960.1000  
jisabella@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC           Equal Housing Lender

Offering exceptional 
mortgage products  
for all lifestyles.

Joe Isabella
Loan Officer

Nutley, New Jersey 
Phone (973) 562-0079 • Fax (973) 562-0075

KimberleyDonohoeEsq@verizon.net

General practice 
specializing in:
•  Special Needs
•  Real Estate 

and Municipal 
Court Matters

•  Estate Planning & 
Administration

You can trust in over 
20 years experience 
in handling 
guardianship cases 
for young adults 
through the elderly.

Kimberley A. Donohoe
• AT TORNEY AT L AW •

Your Community Funeral Home
Professional, Compassionate Service 24 Hours a day, 365 Days a year

*Participant in the NJ Prepaid* Funeral Trust Fund

John F. Brown
Manager

License No. 2633

267 Centre Street
Nutley, NJ 07110
www.swbrownandson.com
(973) 667-0875



Dr. Philip M. Echo D.M.D.
187 Washington Ave. 

Suite 1B • Nutley

CT Scan Guided Dental • Implant Placement
Extractions • Wisdom Teeth • Joint Disorders (TMJ)
Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting • Facial & Oral Trauma
Treatment of Tongue Tie • Facial & Oral Pathology

Surgical Orthodontics (Exposure of Impacted Teeth)
Surgical Endodontics (Apicoectomy)

www.EchoOralSurgery.com

On Call For Emergencies - 24 Hours A Day

~We Accept Most Dental Insurances~

973.667.5844

Emergency ..........................................................911
Police Department ........................... (973) 284-4940
Fire Department .............................. (973) 284-4940
Town Hall ........................................ (973) 284-4951 
Library ............................................. (973) 667-0405

Parks and Recreation ....................... (973) 284-4966
School District ................................. (973) 661-3500
Chamber of Commerce  ................ (973) 667-5300
Public Affairs & Health Dept. ....... (973) 284-4976
Public Works  ................................ (973) 284-4958

A community magazine serving the residents of Nutley
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